Aug 15, 2010 


Seasons of Life: Thriving in Trials

    Hillside Church
We are so excited to be a part of Hillside Church


Came on staff at the beginning of June & it’s been a blast


We feel we are exactly where God wants us!


We look forward to continuing to pursue God, love people & impact our world with you

Adoption story – many of you have seen our son, adopted & know the beauty of it


- but the backdrop or trial behind it



- one of greatest trials we’ve ever faced


- struggle with infertility


- anger (at God, others getting pregnant), frustration, grief, questions, longing ache


- many questions have gone unanswered


- but God has given us more joy in adopting Caleb than we ever imagined



- was not the answer we initially wanted or expected




…but it is God’s best for us!





- we see it now, on the back side of the trial

We all know & have all experienced the ups & downs of life


How there are good seasons & difficult seasons


- idea in this series is how to flourish & thrive in every kind of season in life


- this past series Ryan talked about how the secure place is more relational than 


situational

* through that we began to discover that when we are connected to God, 

the circumstances of life tend to have less effect

in this series, I want to continue on that and hope to address how we 

1) view/approach some of the seasons in life and

2) how we can practically respond 



so we can not just survive, but grow & flourish in them.

there are a few common threads in any season of life:

1) every kind of season is a opportunity for growth



- a time that God can meet us and use bring transformation that makes life better


2) it is possible to flourish in every season by pursuing God


- this means that we aim our lives at Jesus and expect Him to do something



- this is true whether you are exploring faith in Jesus & this is all new to you




- or if you have followed Jesus your entire life


- we live expecting He will do something


- it is  full of risk, full of promise, full of the possibility of being let down




…but also full of the possibility to be surprised by God!



- this is faith: aiming our lives at Jesus & expecting him to do something


3) every season is a time to be thankful


- thankfulness helps us see from a new perspective 



to appreciate what we have, where we’ve come from



& to see what God is up to
 
Two questions to consider in any season:


What do I want God to do for me in this season?


God, what do you want to do for me in this season?

These are two questions that I believe helped Lindsey & I get through our trial 


We had to be honest with our own desires


But also open to how God wanted to answer


Somehow in the trial he wove our desire with a surprisingly blessed answer



That we didn’t expect, but was better than anything we imagined

So, today we are going to explore thriving in trials in life

To do that we’re going to look at 2Cor 1:3-11 to help us (page #790)

As we read this, try to grasp the intensity of the trials Paul faced

2Cor 1:3-11  
3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 5For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. 6If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort.

 8We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.

There is a lot here, but let’s make a few observations;


1) Nobody is exempt from trials


Isn’t it true that sometimes we feel we’re always the one to get the short end




Or that we’re the only one facing trials?



- the sufferings of Jesus (v5)




we can read about Jesus’ journey to & death on the cross in Mt, Mk, Lk, & Jn




we see him sweat blood & cry out in his forsakenness





as he endured a torturous, gruesome death



- so even Jesus, God himself, was not exempt from trials



- we also see Paul refers to his own hardships he suffered in Asia (v8) 



read about Paul’s trials in (2Cor 11:22-29)





it’s one crazy list!! …shipwrecks, floggings, stonings, prison, beaten w/ rods






all because he followed Jesus



Again, nobody is exempt, but in the middle of it 



Jesus gave us some promises 


- Jesus said in John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 



have overcome the world.”


- Mt 28 & Jn 14 – he said he would always be with us 

2) Thankfulness is key (v3, 11)


Question: how much complaining does Paul do?




…NONE!




If we wrote this, we’d make sure everybody knew how we got the short end!




We’d complain long, loud & hard



Paul starts off with the word: Praise be to God



We all have something to be thankful for




- one of our keys to thriving in every season



As Lindsey & I began to be thankful in our situation wanting to start a family



It actually opened the door for Jesus to meet us in powerful ways





God began to heal our anger & disappointment




But he also began to release a dream in our hearts





The dream of adoption





We are so blessed in this that he has stirred a dream for a second adoption



Thankfulness was the key that unlocked the door to this healing & bigger dreams


Thankfulness can help turn our perspective




- it can help open our eyes so we begin to see God is actually with us 





that there is a bigger picture than what we see





& that He is working in our lives


3) God is a comforter (v3-5)


- he is the God of ALL COMFORT v3




- in Jesus our comfort OVERFLOWS v5



- he is the Father of COMPASSION v3


- he comforts us in ALL our TROUBLES v4



…isn’t this encouraging!




- we don’t need to face these trials alone




- God meets us smack in the middle of them!




That is good news: that he is with us!




- this doesn’t say the trials disappear if we turn to God





but that he meets us in them





and that he is BIGGER than our trials & situations!




Two quick ways to help us be receptive to God’s comfort:





1) thankfulness which we just talked about





2) be honest with God






- we learned about this in the series on the Psalms we just finished






- this sucks!






- I hate this!






- God, where are you!


4) God is a deliverer (v9-10)


- “but this happened that we might not rely on ourselves, but on God”



* trials are an opportunity to rely on God




* this is a big risk!




- Jesus did this constantly





perhaps best summed up in his prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane






“Not my will, but yours be done” (Mt 26:36-44)



- Paul – under great pressure, far beyond their ability to endure





- despaired even of life





- felt the sentence of death in their hearts





…this seems like either Paul was over-exaggerating






or these were really intense situations!







- the shipwrecks, beatings, imprisonment




- in the middle of trials the temptation can be 





to turn from God rather than to him 





it can be easy to blame God




John 10:10 – thief comes to kill, steal & destroy




Jesus came that we may have life and have it more abundantly




Instead of turning from God we need to see that





- Trials are an opportunity to rely on God



* God is able to bring us through any trial, 



- as the one who raises the dead (v9)



- he can do all things




- we’ve all experienced this before 




when we thought we wouldn’t make it through





- he has met us in some way





- a provision, some release, a friend to support us, etc





- whether we’ve recognized it as coming from God or not



* this is the opportunity to look to God expecting Him to do something




- this also means we hang-on




- Paul was despairing of life, yet he hung on & God met them




we don’t like this, but





- sometimes trials take time to resolve 





- maybe we don’t see the possibilities or where God is heading





- hanging on is a huge step of faith – trusting God to come through



* one words on this





1) God is never late






- we can get anxious if God doesn’t do something right NOW







- like right NOW!!




the pressure is off of us in this, we are expecting God to meet us




I believe we need to raise our expectation of who God is and what he does





- He actually wants to meet us! … if we will let him

5) Trials have an end


- Paul obviously survived to write the letter!


- Jesus rose again & lives today



- trials you have faced in the past have passed



- if you’re in the middle of a trial right now, remember this point




- trials have an end!

Some tips to try in the middle of trials


1) look for some things to be thankful for in the midst of your situation


2) Ask God to meet you & expect God to do something



- may not be right now, but sometime




- his promises say he is with us, he looks after us, 





he loves us, he doesn’t forsake us


3) hang-on, often we give up too soon


It can be like waiting for the sunset



- you know the sun is going down




- you see the clouds are perfect




- but the colors aren’t there…yet




- you have to wait and suddenly the sky comes alive!


4) Be open – maybe God wants to do something different than you want or expect



- just like he fulfilled our dreams to be parents




but did it a totally different way than we expected


- I’m not a guy who likes surprises, but I have found



every time God surprises me, it has been surprisingly good!


5) try getting prayer 


(not in the notes – saw this as I continued to reflect on the verses)


Paul said in vs 11 that the Corinthians helped him by their prayers



God is the one who answers prayers




So maybe we could help each other by praying for each other



It might be new & different for you to get prayer or to pray for somebody




…but try it, who knows how God will meet you




it may surprise you!

The worship team is going to come up, as well as our prayer teams
We’ll sing some songs & take time to respond to God this morning

Invite you to respond how you feel comfortable & how God is leading you


Communion tables will be open


Prayer & confession table if you want 


Prayer ministry teams in front & under clock


After a couple songs feel free to slip out



drop connections sheets at back door

Stand with me

Pray: 

Thankful


Would you meet us God?



We need you! & Trust you


Hanging on & expecting



We’re open to whatever you want to do in us

How has God comforted you before in trials?
How has God helped bring you through trials in the past?

What do you have to be thankful for right now in your current circumstances?

Where/How would you ask God to meet you and do for you right now?

Have you ever had an experience where God answered you in a surprising way (a way you didn’t expect)?


Was the answer better than you hoped for?

For more study: read 1Peter 5:8-11


What actions does Peter encourage the readers to take?


What encouragement does Peter give them about knowing what others are going 


through?


What promise is there about who God is and what he will do?
