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Who likes to travel?


I love to hit the outdoors 


Alaska & New Zealand two of the coolest places I’ve been

I’ve also been to Utah numerous times to the desert, 

specifically the Canyonlands NP


this is a picture I took there during one of my trips

- it’s desert, seemingly barren, dry & lifeless



- more life present than we think


- desert is full of life & motion & growth



- often more alive at night 




- which makes it more difficult to notice the change & life


but when you look closely there is all kind of life



- flowers, to big horn sheep, to water 

We’re in the middle of a three part series on Thriving in Every Season of Life


Last week we looked at trials


This week we are going to look at thriving in the uninspired times


- or the disconnected, lonely times, feeling forgotten & forsaken



sometimes referred to as the dry or “desert” times 

in this series, we’re exploring how we 


1) view/approach each of these seasons in life and


2) how we can practically respond so we can grow & flourish in them.

there are a few common threads in every season:

1) every kind of season is an opportunity for growth



- a time that God wants to meet us & help us live life more fully


2) it is possible to flourish in every season by pursuing God


this means we aim our lives at Jesus and expect him to do something




- this is true whether you are exploring faith in Jesus & this is all new to you




- or if you have followed Jesus your entire life



- we live expecting he will do something



- it is  full of risk, full of promise, full of the possibility of being let down




…but also full of the possibility to be surprised by God!



- it is actually learning to live by faith rather than with belief


3) every season is a time to be thankful



- thankfulness helps us see from a new perspective 




to appreciate what we have, where we’ve come from



& to see what God is up to
 
Two questions to consider in any season:


What do I want God to do for me in this season?


God, what do you want to do for me in this season?


As I shared last week, every time gotten a different answer from God than expected



It’s been good!

As we look at the uninspired times of life
I personally have just come through one of these seasons



IL – for about two years, 08 & 09, I felt like I was in this uninspired season



- crying out and asking God what was he doing





- where was I going? 




- where was our family going?



I felt the disconnected from Jesus & from passion in life





As it related to my work & calling…doing campus ministry at UMD




I kind of felt like I was just trudging through each day





- hoping & looking for some kind of refreshment




As we prayed & expected God to meet us





- he showed up in a really amazing way & spoke to Lindsey & I





while we were hundreds of miles apart in separate cities




- he spoke to us about coming on staff here at Hillside Church




- a decision I haven’t regretted for one second




I felt like he has met us and renewed vision & passion & purpose




He reaffirmed his call for me to be a pastor






And for our family to be here in Duluth
We all go through these uninspired times of life


The people following God in the Bible were no different


We’ll look at one of these times for people of Israel



And see if we can learn from them and their interaction with God



They had been in captivity in a foreign land




In this passage God is expressing his desire to meet & rescue them


 Isaiah 43:14-21 



(pg 496) If you are following in one of the Bibles in the chairs
14 This is what the LORD says— 
       your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 
       "For your sake I will send to Babylon 
       and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians,
       in the ships in which they took pride. 

    15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, 
       Israel's Creator, your King." 

    16 This is what the LORD says— 
       he who made a way through the sea, 
       a path through the mighty waters, 

    17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 
       the army and reinforcements together, 
       and they lay there, never to rise again, 
       extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 

    18 "Forget the former things; 
       do not dwell on the past. 

    19 See, I am doing a new thing! 
       Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
       I am making a way in the wilderness 
       and streams in the wasteland. 

    20 The wild animals honor me, 
       the jackals and the owls, 
       because I provide water in the wilderness 
       and streams in the wasteland, 
       to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

    21 the people I formed for myself 
       that they may proclaim my praise. 

A few observations:

1) The “desert” has always been a place of encounter with God


* throughout the Bible, particularly OT, desert was:

- a place of decision


- a place of transformation



- a place of coming face-to-face with the reality of our hearts


- a place of desperation & need


- a places of being physically alone

- a place of preparation


- a place of provision


- ultimately a place of encounter with God



- a place of deliverance & freedom



- death of “old” ways & sin & brokenness




- a launching pad for bringing people into the place 




of new beginnings…of hope…and of restoration

* Hagar meets God there when she is sent away by Abraham (Gen 16)


she is desperate & ready to die


God comes & speaks to her that he sees her & hears her

* Jacob wrestles w/ God (Gen 32)


when he is afraid that all he has will be taken & destroyed


* Israelites crossed desert before the new place God had promised them (Exodus)

* Jesus was tempted in the desert before he began his ministry (Mt 4)

And here in Isaiah, we have the Israelites, the followers of God, in captivity



- they’ve been taken to a foreign place and feel forsaken & forgotten by God




they’ve lost vision




- God refers to this place as a desert place


You’ve been there…haven’t you?



The place of feeling alone



The place of feeling disconnected from God & others



The place maybe of feeling like tossing in the towel



The place where hope can seem so far away



The place of trudging through life without inspiration or passion

I think we’ve all been there



…maybe you’re there now



but remember the desert is the place of encounter with God!
2) The desert is the place to experience God as the redeemer (v14-17)


- look at the names God uses to refer to himself in this passage



- the Holy One…the Creator…their King…and their Lord 




uses all these names v14-15


- this is who God was then…and this is who he continues to be now!




- he does not change!



- he is the one who delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt



- that is what Isaiah is referring to in v16-17





God brought them literally through the Red Sea to deliver them






And bring them to a NEW & BETTER place




But it wasn’t easy, they had to go through the desert to get there



- what would happen if we trusted God to be the redeemer in our lives?



- what could or would he do?




- how would he surprise us?



- what new & better place would he want to bring us?


As I shared with you about God renewing & reaffirming my call in life




I’ve experienced God the Redeemer in the uninspired times




I am beginning to experience him in this way more every week






That he actually wants to meet me every day!




…because It is who he is!
3) sometimes it is difficult to see past our current circumstances (v18-19)



A question to consider:




Have I let the past or my circumstances define the possible?



- Isaiah says two things here:




1) Forget the former things – the past does not determine our future





- if we’ve made mistakes or missed opportunities or experienced pain





- it doesn’t matter





- God used all kinds of people to do his work






murders, thieves, prostitutes, school drop outs, kings & queens




- He was able to do that because they let go of the former, past things




- doesn’t mean we deny or ignore them







but they don’t define us




Instead we can receive his healing & freedom 





to move forward & past those things



2)  Be aware of the new things





“See, I am doing a new thing”






God is always at work!





- do we take time to see the NEW things God is doing?





- God rarely does things the same way twice






- they were looking only at the past






- they were discouraged at not seeing God do the SAME thing




and had forgotten how to expect God to do something
4) God wants to reveal himself (v19)



- He invites them to SEE the new things




- don’t they perceive it?



- 1Cor 2:9-10 says 



9"No eye has seen,

   


   
no ear has heard,

   



no mind has conceived

   



what God has prepared for those who love him"— 



10but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.


- a question to ask in the uninspired is “God, what new thing are you doing?”




- helping me to see how close you are?




- helping me to understand what your heart towards me is?




- changing my heart? Attitude?




- changing my circumstances?




- trying to get my attention?




- preparing me for something new?


IL - As I mentioned before how I wrestled for two years about my calling




I was at a conference in January,




Days before told Ryan I didn’t feel like God was leading me to Hillside Church



In an instant at the conference God spoke 




said that Hillside Church is where I want you





I came home and shared with Lindsey





She said she was feeling the same thing




In a moment God revealed himself to us




We would never be here today if God hadn’t revealed himself to us





It is what he does & what he wants to do in our lives!...to reveal himself
5) God promises to make a way  (v19-21)

- God makes a way and provides for his people


- in this case, he brought them back from their captivity


Another observation here: 


it is more often about US than about ME


- It seems like God most often works in community




in the middle of relationships



- David in the Psalms of despair – sounded alone




- but was with his band of outlaws, hiding in the desert



The few places people were alone, God told them to go back to community




He told Moses to go lead the people out of Egypt




He wrestled with Jacob & sent him back to be reconciled to family




He met Elijah in a cave and said, “What are you doing here?  Go back!”


- As God makes a way, it says his people honor him


- this is thankfulness, one of the common threads  for every season of life

- if we look to him & trust him, he makes a way



- if you are in the uninspired, desert place & sense God doing something




- continue to try trusting him & following him as best you can




- if it’s BIG decisions & changes seek godly counsel of others as you go

this is expecting & waiting for God to make a way for you through a situation

The response is proclaiming God’s goodness, thanking God 


- yet again, we find one of the keys in thriving: thankfulness


God is the one who promise to make the way



How often do we struggle to find & make our own way?



Is it possible that God has a better way if we look to him?


Some things to try in the uninspired times:

1) Be thankful for the good things in your life

2) Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what God is up to in your life and circumstances

often complain & get frustrated with circumstances of life

but how can we say, “God, I don’t like this, but where are you in all of this?”


That’s what I wrestled with for two years



When all of a sudden God met me in a powerful way



That’s not to say he wasn’t speaking to me through the uninspired time




It’s just he wasn’t speaking to me about what I wanted him to speak to me about

3) Take a risk: if you sense God is doing something, step out and follow him

- it may surprise you, 



as it surprised me how & when God showed up to reveal himself to me

in my situation, it was a significant change to come on staff here



so I asked God to confirm it

4) Connect and celebrate regularly with others

- ask for their stories & celebrate with them


- again more about us than about me

by ourselves it can get pretty discouraging

Closing idea:

- just like going to the Canyonlands in Utah and seeing very little life at first



- and then being surprised by the abundance of life present



- how & where would God want to surprise us today of the abundance of life




around us in the uninspired times of life?




- where is he doing a NEW or fresh thing in your life?


I believe he is doing new things in all of our lives

The worship team is going to come up, as well as our prayer teams

We’ll sing some songs & take time to respond to God this morning

Invite you to respond how you feel comfortable & how God is leading you


Communion tables will be open


Prayer & confession table if you want 


Prayer ministry teams in front & under clock


After a couple songs feel free to slip out



drop connections sheets at back door

Stand with me
Again, where is God doing a NEW or fresh thing in your life?

Pray: 


*  pray that the Holy Spirit would help us to SEE the NEW things God is doing
Read Isaiah 43:14-21

When was a time in your life when you felt uninspired?

What has helped you through the uninspired times?

How does God reveal himself in each of the names he uses in v15?

How has God met you in uninspired times of life? (v16-17)
How do my past or current circumstances affect how I see the future? (v18)
Is there something new God wants to show me? (v19)
How can I respond to what God is doing in my life? (v20-21)

Read Matthew 4:1-11 

How did Jesus respond in the desert?

What happens because of his response?

