· I am very excited to be here with you today.

· I value the privilege of being able to share with you some 
· The summer before my 10th grade year of high school, I decided to play football.

· Grew up a fairly athletic kid, but did not play any organized sport besides hockey.

· PICTURE OF ME AT DULUTH HEIGHTS HOCKEY

· Showed up at practice and they asked me what position I played.

· I said that I did not have a preference, so they put me on the Offensive Line.

· You have to imagine me, 30 pounds lighter, skinny, no muscle, on the LINE.

· I never even really watched football, let alone played or understood game.

· They just kind of threw me in the mix and anticipated that I would catch on.

· Hiking the ball, running plays, I was randomly doing what I thought good.

· After getting totally crushed countless times, by the huge defensive line / linebacker

· “This is ridiculous.  

· I am in the middle of this game, but I have very little idea what I am doing.”

· So, I began to really study the game of football, ask questions of teammates.

· Hang around with the guys who were talented and began to pick it up.

· I never became a star athlete, by any means, but at least able to play well.

· Taking the time off over the past four weeks, talking with God, meditating

· “God, where are you taking our community this summer.”

· “I want to be sure that you all understand what this is even about.”

· If you are just exploring faith / spirituality, looked in at the church, Christianity

· Wondered, “what is it exactly that Christianity, the church, Jesus all about.”

· If you are a Christian here this morning, maybe felt like I did in football.

· I am doing all this activity, trying to keep up, do right thing, 

· But I don’t feel very clear on the main point.
· Take a few minutes this morning to explore that together today and next few weeks

· Series “The Art of Following Jesus”

· A few particular passages that I found helpful myself.

· As I exploring this very question for myself.

· Maybe think, “As a pastor, spiritual leader, he has this thing all figured out.”

· Far from true.  Gets more complicated within “Church life” to keep it simple

· Personally engaging with this topic, so hope that we explore this together.

· Scriptures that I found helpful :: in your NOTES.  

· Matthew 4:18-20 (V)  [The calling of the first disciples.]  As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him.
· Matthew 9:9 (NO)  As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
· Matthew 27:55, 56 (NO) “Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Jesus, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.
· John 12:26 (NO)  Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be.
· John 10:27 (NO)  My sheep [people] listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
· Matthew 10:38 (NO)  . . .  anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
· So, what is this thing that we call Christianity, the church all about?

· What was the call that Jesus gave to those who were around him?

· “Follow me.”  So simple.  The Christian life is all about Following Jesus.  
· Take time today to uncomplicated it.  Reduce it down.  Keep it simple.

· What does it look like to follow Jesus?
A few thoughts to consider:  (NO)
· Following Jesus is a call into relationship & experience with God.  

· At the heart of Jesus’ call, is his invitation to individuals to connect in relationship.

· Calling individuals - Simon Peter, Andrew, Matthew, Mary Magdalene, 

· Jesus longs to have personal interaction with anyone who would respond to him.  
· Free-flowing spiritual connection with him by our spirit.

· As North Americans, we can easily complicate it.

· We have a tendency to want to figure things out.

· Create formulas, make patterns, have things under control.

· We can forget that the heart of Jesus’ message is deep, relational connection God

· And trade it for knowledge about God, religious activity or formulas.  
· What he is ultimately calling us to, is relationship with him.

· John 17:3 (V) Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
· Eternal life – the life that God offers us – is found in connection with him.

· Jesus purpose is to connect us to God (and himself).  
· Showing us who God is – that he is knowable, he loves us.

· That he cares about our needs, our fears, our desires, our daily lives.

· That he loves to answer our prayers & do surprising things in our life.

· Central to this idea of relationship with God is his desire for us to experience him.

· He is knowable and wants to reveal himself to us.

· IL – The sacred text of the Bible is all about God revealing himself

· And people experiencing him.

· Adam & Eve walking in the cool of the day.

· God speaking to Deborah to lead Israel.  Barak needs her to go.

· God showing up - a guy called Abram, under stars.  I bless you

· As we open ourselves up to him, invite him to reveal himself to us.

· Our desire to experience him in a fresh way = he will come to us.

· Following Jesus involves movement & journey.
· People’s response to Jesus’ call, was they got up and followed him where he leading.

· They left behind their life, agenda and embarked on a new journey with him.

· They took action in response to where he leading and what he calling them

· It is helpful for us to think of our spiritual life in this way for a few reasons

· Journey allows us to see our spiritual lives as dynamic and active.

· Two ways to think about relationship with Jesus / spiritual life.

· Bounded set – once you are in, you are in.

· Goal, to obtain more knowledge and stay in = stationary.
· Centered set – Jesus at the center of our relational journey.

· We have embarked on a journey, moving, dynamic, active.  

· Goal – continuing to grow in him, mature as we experience him
· KEY – No one arrived.  Everyone welcome to journey.
· Journey involves responding directly to what Jesus is speaking to us.

· John 10:27 (V) My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, they follow me.
· God loves to speak to us.  He invites us to relate to him in this way.
· He will speak to us, guide us through life, give us wisdom.

· Journey is about hearing his voice & responding to that = fruit.

· Following Jesus involves the pursuit of continual spiritual growth.
· Central to Jesus calling people to follow him, was his call to teach them.

· “Come follow me and I will make you.”  
· His desire to teach them the way to have the best possible life.

· John 10:10 (NO)  “I have come that you may have life to the full.”

· What is the goal of the Christian life?     Relationship with God.
· What is the byproduct of a deep relationship with God?

· Fruit – growth, maturity, fullness of life in God, replicating Jesus’ ministry.  
· John 15:16 (V) “I have appointed you to bear fruit that will last.

· Jesus called the disciples to learn from him, study his way, then DO his way.  
· Jesus was a Jewish Rabbi - he was calling followers; students of the master 

· Learn from him by following him around, asking questions, studying.

· Then, sent out to do what he did, come back, report, correct = back out.

· Helpful, remember - not an intellectual understanding, but a new lifestyle.
· Living the way of Jesus and doing his work in the world.

· AP - It’s why we give ourselves fully to active relationship with him.

· Invite him to speak to us, teach us, show us this new life.

· Explore what his life is like with others – Life Groups.

· AP - It’s also why we give ourselves to the study of Bible scriptures.

· Explore his way of life; the way teaching us to live.

· IL – Nikki – what drew me was his radical way of life.

· Including outsiders, standing for justice,

· As followers, then, we set ourselves as students of the master, Jesus.

· Humble ourselves, asking him to show us, teach us, train us.  

· If you Follower = invitation to continual growth, DO his ministry in world.
· If you are exploring spirituality / faith= invitation to explore who Jesus is

· I think you will be astounded at how AWESEOME Jesus is!  
· Best place to start is in New Testament Matthew 4 or John

· A few ways to consider responding:  (NO)
· Pursue relationship & experience with God daily.  

· Try it = Invite him to reveal himself in a fresh way.  Not settle for knowledge.
· Talking to him throughout our day and expecting him to respond.

· I think you will find he will do some surprising things in your life.

· Exploring how he has revealed himself to others (Life Groups) in the Bible.

· Consider reading the book of John Chapters 4, 5 & 6  (NO)
· Pray  “God, I want to experience you in a real way.”  (NO)
· Continually move toward Jesus, seeking his voice and responding to him.

· Think of our spiritual life, relationship with God as dynamic, moving, pursuit.
· Not just getting in the circle and staying there, learning more = static.
· But Jesus at the center and continually moving toward him. 

· Engage with him in ongoing listening prayer & meditation.

· Then, responding and acting when he does speak. 
· Consider reading John Chapter 15  (NO)
· Position yourself as a student of Jesus.

· If we humble ourselves, come honestly before him to learn

· He will teach us: through his spirit, in community with others.

· Through the scripture

· Longs to lead us into a fruitful and joyful life.

· Instruction:  

· I want to invite worship team to come up

· We always end with a couple of songs to give us time to reflect & respond.

· Invite our prayer teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you
· We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.

· Set free from addictions, heal broken hearts, meet financial needs.
· SPECIFIC:  Maybe you would appreciate prayer for that.
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· WHO will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your connection form.

· Special Reminders :: 

· Prayer :: We dial down now, ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  Do surprising things.

· We respond to what you are saying to us ::
