[image: image1.jpg]
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Matthew 4.18-20 & 23-25

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and followed him. Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

A few thoughts to consider:

· God uses us    as    we are and    where    we are at in life. 




—There is no    prerequisite    to following Jesus.



—1 Corinthians 11.1


—God builds off of    where    we’ve been,    who    we are,    what    we do. 

· Jesus invites us to follow him in    community    with other people.


—For Jesus, the mission is accomplished in    relationship    
   
    with others. 

 Jesus invites us to learn his    way    of doing life.


—John 10.10 :: “I have come that you may have life to the full.”

 


—When we do what God encourages, it will    benefit    us & others.

 

 Jesus invites us to do great &    meaningful    things in this world through him. 


—God ultimately calls us to do    his    healing work in the world.  

 

A few helpful ways to consider responding: 

 

 Offer    yourself    to God to use you just as you are. 


 
 Pursue relationships with    others    as you follow after Jesus.

 

 

 Allow God to    teach    you his way, to learn it, then to do it.

 

 

 Expect    great    things to happen in your everyday life.

 

