· I was talking to a friend a while back, who exploring Christianity.

· “God wants us be perfect before follow him.”  “Lose all friends, connection to real life.”

· “Follow sterile rules that steal all fun.”  Become disconnect with needs of our world.”

· Care only about church stuff.

· Oh, no, have followers of Jesus done that bad of a job sharing what God up to?

· Ugh, I am embarrassed.  We have lots of work to do to change this!
· Working through a series called “The Art of Following Jesus.”

· Exploring the lives of the first people who began to follow after Jesus.

· In order to see what it truly looks like to follow Jesus.

· Whether you are a Christian or exploring faith = See Christianity in a fresh way.

· Strip it of some of the baggage that tends to taint it, give it a bad name.  

Matthew 4:18-20 & 23-25 (V)
· 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” 20At once they left their nets and followed him.  23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and he healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him.
A few thoughts to consider: (related to following Jesus, from this passage)
· God uses us as we are and where we are at in life. 

· First disciples that Jesus called = fisherman.  ::  Interesting! 

· Jesus did not go into the local synagogue to pick religious people.

· People who spent whole life studying scripture & theology. 

· He went to the shore to select some common, blue collar workers to follow.

· Refreshing = These guys PRB drinking, Camel smoking, Blue Collar.

· “Come, I want to teach you a new way to live / new perspective.”

· There is no prerequisite to following Jesus.

· Exploring:  Following Jesus is easier than we think.  We just start doing it.

· Christian:  We invite others to explore with us right where they are at.

· I Corinthians 11:1(NO)  Paul, “Follow my example as I follow the example of [Jesus] Christ.”

· We break down barriers or stereotypes that keep people from God. 

· Don’t need to be religious = life-giving relationship w. God.

· Don’t have to be perfect = we’re honest about struggles

· Don’t have to be specific kind of person = God loves us unique

· God builds off of where we’ve been, who we are, what we do.  

· Everything that the disciples experienced until then, was valuable to call.  

· Fishermen – perseverance, hardworking, honest, knew others, 
· Brought all of this into following Jesus.  Jesus saw it as valuable.

· God uses our past – our successes, failures, knowledge, wisdom, story
· God uses our personality – who we are naturally :: not force us else.

· God uses our vocation – calls us where we at, not leave it to follow

· Stay at home mom or dad, police officer, construction worker.

· Nurse, Business person, unemployed, in transition, NOW

· Jesus invites us to follow him in community with other people.

· Jesus regularly called groups of people to follow after him.

· If they were not in groups already, he joined them to the new group disciples.  

· They ate, traveled, slept, ministered, prayed, cried, laughed TOGETHER

· For Jesus, the mission is accomplished in relationship with others.  

· Jesus wants each of us to be deeply connected to others as we follow after him.

· Relationships are at the core of what it means to follow Jesus.

· God wants to do great things through our lives that helpful to the world.

· But we are called to do that in a context of genuine friendships.

· Share genuine life with others

· Raise kids with, do fun things, share experiences.

· People to walk along side of as we follow after jesus.

· Challenge us, pray for us, encourage us, get advice.

· We are not just about spiritual things, as all of life is spiritual.

· Not bunch stogy Christians study scripture, work for God. 
· Engage with others in deep relationships and enjoy life

· As we follow after Jesus and change the world.

· Never want the mission of this church / our desire to change world

· To eclipse how important it is to build deep friendships.

· I APPOLOGIZE if you have every felt like mission comes before relationship.  I have not done good job as a leader.

· Take this summer to really simplify to what is most important.

· Pursue Jesus & invite those around us to do that with us.

· Workplace, neighborhood, park, family, hobbies, proximity

· Life Groups – find group of people that you connect with here at HC

· Gather on a weekly basis to share life, discover God

· Invite others from your proximity sphere to join you for that

· Invite them to experience God & Community with you at HC

· Jesus invites us to learn his way of doing life.

· “Come follow me and I will make you.”

· This is where some of the natural objections enter our mind.

· God wants me to become something, I am not = sounds stifling.  

· God is going to cram me into his mold, suck the life out of me, make me stogy, religious and boring, no friends or fun, then ask me to be happy about it.

· That may be true if God were mean, vindictive, wanting to ruin our life.

· But God not like that AT ALL.  

· John 10:10 (NO) Jesus, “I have come that they may have life to the full.”

· There is no down side to God.

· He is always good and has the best for our life.

· When he called the disciples, he called them to a brand new way of living.

· To embrace God’s perspective on life.  
· So they could experience true life & live for what matters most.  

· When we do what God encourages, it will benefit us & others.

· Not trying to pull a fast one.  =  Following Jesus will cost us some times

· But what we call the “cost” is nowhere near what gain from it.

· Jesus teaches us what true life really is.

· God wants us to be more alive, have more peace, purpose, fulfillment.

· “Quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to become angry.”

· IL – Me personally.

· The way of his Kingdom is very different than way of this world.

· World – pursue wealthy for yourself  :: produces selfishness, greed

· God – joy found in generosity :: produces freedom and joy.

· World – Take care of yourself first :: division, war, greed, lust

· God – Care others f. what God gives you :: fulfillment, peace, healing.  
· We give ourselves to learning his way and figuring out how to live it out.

· Disciples as students of the master.  “Follow me and I will make you.”
· Jesus came to reveal God’s best way for us.

· Our response is a life-long journey of discovering and living that way.

· Explore the scriptures to capture what Jesus is teaching us.

· Then, figure out how to live it out in daily life.
· This is where it is helpful to remember spiritual life is journey.

· Continual knowledge, how do DO God’s work = never ending.

· In community with others.
· What does this look like for you?

· Jesus invites us to do great & meaningful things in this world through him.

· V. 23 Jesus was doing the beautiful, healing work of God in the world.

· Jesus teaches us a way of living that fully integrates the spiritual & practical.  

· He offered solutions to problems & issues that people facing.  

· Teaching in their synagogues – To people, inviting them to experience God
· Preaching the good news – God has incredible things for his people.

· Healing people – Supernaturally meeting the practical needs of the people.

· Result = news spread all throughout the known world.

· God ultimately calls us to do his healing work in the world.

· Join with him in his ACTIVITY in the world.

· The disciples learned from him, then they did what he did.
· They themselves became instruments of God’s healing work in world.
· We all want to make a difference, live for what most meaningful.

· The way of Jesus is the way to do that!

· Working for unity among all people and groups.

· Bringing healing to individuals & cultures and our world.

· Helping people to experience deep peace, joy, purpose and life.
· God wants to use you tomorrow, this week wherever he has placed you.

· Your neighborhood, the gym, at the pub, with coworkers, friends, family, playground, grocery store.

· Expect great things this week as you follow him!

· A few helpful ways to consider responding.

· Offer yourself to God to use you just as you are.

· Come honestly before God just as you are and give yourself to him.

· No matter where you at in life, what your past, what your vocation.

· Pursue relationships with others as you follow after Jesus.

· Pursue deep relationships as you journey with Jesus.

· Make effort to be the instigator of these relationships.

· Allow God to teach you his way, to learn it, then to do it.

· Set ourselves to study scripture, learn God’s amazing life for us.

· Then together figure out what it looks like lived out.

· Expect great things to happen in your every day life.

· When you are working with God, great things are bound to happen.

· He wants to use you to be an instrument of healing in our world.

· Instruction:   I want to invite musicians to come up.  

· We always end with a couple of songs to give us time to reflect & respond.

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you
· We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.

· Set free from addictions, heal broken hearts, meet financial needs.
· SPECIFIC:  Maybe you would appreciate prayer for that.
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· WHO will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your connection form.

· Special Reminders :: WELCOME LUNCH 15 minutes AT 12:20 in Youth Room
· Prayer :: We dial down now, ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  Do surprising things.

· We respond to what you are saying to us ::
