Advanced Organizer

· I was sitting in the Sauna the other day reading article in Outside Magazine.

· Craving for fulfillment in our lives :: try business, sports, exercise, excess. 
· Song “Boston”, by Augustana hits on a similar theme in generation today.

· Hurt in life :: relationship, conflict, difficulty :: move somewhere else = happy
· Thought about some statistics I have read recently.
· The Happiness Hypothesis “If you want to predict how happy someone is, or how long she will live and if you are not allowed to ask about her genes or personality, you should find out about her social relationships.  Having strong social relationships strengthens the immune system; it extends life, more than just quitting smoking, it speeds recovery from surgery and reduces the risk of depression and anxiety disorders.  It is not just that extroverts are naturally happier and healthier.  When introverts are forced to be more outgoing they usually enjoy it and find it boosts their mood.  Even people who find that they do not want a lot of social contact benefit from it.  The ideology of extreme personal freedom can be dangerous because it encourages people to leave homes jobs cities and marriages in search of personal and professional fulfillment, thereby breaking the relationships that are probably their best hope for such fulfillment.  

· 1996 study by researchers Murry & Peacock “Contrary to the belief that happiness is hard to explain or that it depends on having great wealth, researchers have identified the core factors in a happy life.  The primary components are the number of friends, closeness of friends, closeness of family and relationships with neighbors and coworkers.  Together these features explain about 70% of human happiness.”
· May be more to this, universe is relational to the core, relationship with God & others.
Context

· We are in week three of a series titled “The Art of Following Jesus”

· Looking at the lives of those who learned from and followed after Jesus. 

· In order to recapture what it really looks like to follow after him.

· Two purposes in doing this:

· One, to get rid of some of the baggage that included in Christianity today.

· Two, to get a fresh take on what we are pursuing as group here at HC.
· Today, exploring the dynamic of following Jesus in relationship with other people.

· The benefis of building deep & spiritual relationships around our life.  

· Hijacked the song by Jack Johnson “Better Together” for our title.
 Scripture & Insights

· Acts 2:42-47 [include these verses in the Handout please]
· Early followers of Jesus created this wonderful, healthy community together.

· In these relationships, they experienced the fullness of life God intended.  

· Vision of what church today is to look like, what we are pursuing together.  
· A few thoughts on what this text looks to be saying:
· They engaged in spiritual journey together.

· V. 42  Devoted to study & practice of teachings taught by Jesus to apostles

· Those who with Jesus from beginning – 11 principle ones
· What does this look like lived out?  
· Fellowship – deep relationships that both spiritual and fun.

· Breaking of Bread – time of regular reflection on what Jesus death acquired.

· Freedom from guilt, deep connection to God, true fulfillment, joy.  
· Prayer – Prayer for each other – that they would be spiritually renewed 
· Challenged and encouraged in their spiritual journey.  
· They offered solutions to the wider world.

· V. 43  “Everyone was filled with awe” those inside & outside community.

· The lines of church & non-church or church and world blended.
· They were modeling after Jesus, who taught how to offer spiritual and practical solutions to meet people’s real, felt problems in the wider world.  
· Spiritual needs: forgiveness, emotional, physical healing.

· Practical: taking care of poor, hungry, sick 

· Medicine & Health Care in Early Christianity by Gary Ferngren
· They were generous with one other.
· V. 44 & 45 :: They held what they owned or had with an open hand.

· They were freely generous with all their possessions.

· IL – Sharing: lawnmowers, food, clothes, resources, care of kids
· They even sold things to provide for those who had less or struggled.
· Some teach that this portion of the Bible supports Socialism

· NO, Socialism is government-mandated redistribution of wealth.

· This was voluntary generosity out of their love for each other.
· They saw every relationship as a spiritual relationship.

· There weren’t all these divisions between secular life, spiritual life.

· They had different layers of connection with different people = flowed.
· V. 46 They met together as a large group – like our Sunday gather
· Regular focused time with other folks pursuing God.  
· V. 46  These relationships spilled over into their homes

· Natural relationships w/ people around the dinner table.  
· V. 47  They enjoyed the favor of all the people.

· Goes back to point 2, were not disconnected from society, but very much connected with the real world.

· People experienced power and presence of God in real way

· Practical answers to the needs of wider world.

· Spiritual power: forgiveness, healing, peace, joy.

Possible reasons we would be tempted not to pursue deep relationships:  
· A fear of intimacy and / or conflict
· Past dysfunctional relationships where we have been harmed or let down.

· God wants to bring us to a place of healing & forgiveness IN healthy relationships
· So that our past would not determine the rest of our lives.  
· Conflict is natural in any relationship.

· Learn how to have healthy, productive conflict

· Rather than passive, aggressive conflict: anger, avoidance, 
· A consumer attitude toward “church”.
· We can be tempted to view the church like a product or a STORE

· IL –Whether to use Colgate or Crest or shopping at Target or Walmart 

· But “the church” is not an organization, it’s a gathering or community of people.
· They “THEY” is actually “WE” as we join together.  
· We all contribute to this new community of God.

· People of all different backgrounds and walks of life

· Brought together in unity through Jesus to pursue God’s dream.
· So, if we see an issue with “Church” or are tempted to blame “THEM”
· It may just be that we see a hole or something need to improve on. 
· Instead of being critical, understand God may be calling us to be solution

· It takes too much time and energy.
· We are very busy people, but we are relational at our deepest level.

· Maybe at the core of life is our need for deep relationships and fun.

· Maybe we need to do less work and enjoy each other more.

· It does cost you, but learn how to deal with conflict and benefit greatly.

· IL – My relationship with Krista costs me :: time, energy, my wants.

· Making Room for Life by Randy Frazee
A few ways to consider responding:     [how might we consider responding?]  
· Keep a balanced spiritual diet that includes plenty of relationship.
· If the key component to happiness & life & spiritual life is relationship.

· We cannot live as Christians apart from relationship with others.

· Context of all Biblical teaching is not knowledge, but living out teachings of Jesus in real world – in the context of every day relationships.

· The Bible uses the phrase “one another” as context for living over 50 times in NT
· Be kind & compassionate to OA, love OA, forgive OA, be devoted to OA, encourage OA, be patient with OA, have fellowship with OA, gather w. OA,

· So, pursuing deep relationships are core to spiritual growth & health as person.
· Offer those around you God’s solutions to practical problems.
· We want to be the kind of people who fully aware of & involved in world

· So that we can ask God how to respond to the needs of our world.

· Insult, but true adage “Too heavenly minded to be any worldly good.” 

· As we engage with God and issues of world, He give us creative responses.

· Earliest followers: fed hungry, cared for poor, care of sick
· Monday in Duluth News Tribune ARTICLE
· Tutoring Kids

· We engage in deep relationships with people outside the church.

· Because Jesus is so incredibly good and offers people great things

· We can be excited about sharing his goodness with others

· Inviting them to experience God & new community w. us at HC.

· We engage in spiritual conversations with everyone around us.

· As we are hanging out in natural contexts, ask people about where they are at = with no hidden agenda.

· If they ask, be ready to share = God is awesome, answers prayer

· Following him has been very helpful.
· Practice radical generosity.
· It can be tempting to keep what we have to ourselves in fear that run out

· Earliest followers knew that if everyone was taking care of each other
· Everyone’s back covered.  Everyone cared for.  
· Jesus words in Matthew 10 “Freely you have received, freely give.”

· With God, the more that we give, the more we receive.  Steady flow.  
· The joy of seeing needs met, freedom from our stuff owning us, 
· AP – We at HC meet needs of others in church is Benevolent fund
· Want to be sure that we are helping the right people.

· Some of you give to that on regular basis, if receive, give back.

· Look for opportunities to be generous every day.

· Allow God to show you if there is a genuine need that you can help meet.
· See every relationship as a spiritual relationship.

· Early followers of Jesus modeled this great balance in their lives.

· People who are more mature than us that we are learning from.

· People who we are journeying with in our faith

· People around us every day that we are naturally reaching out to.
· Allowing the spheres of our lives to blur and intersect as much as possible.

· Not church people HERE and work, family, neighbors, friends THERE
· Having spiritual conversations with everyone

· More mature than us, people who we journeying with, unchurched.
Instruction:   Invite our musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you
· We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.

· Set free from addictions, heal broken hearts, meet financial needs.
· SPECIFIC:  Maybe you would appreciate prayer for that.
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
· Special Reminders :: APPETIZER PARTY BEGIN IN 15 minutes
· Prayer :: We dial down, ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  Do surprising things.
· We respond to what you are saying to us ::
· Boston
· In the light of the sun, is there anyone? Oh it has begun...

· Oh dear you look so lost, eyes are red and tears are shed,

· This world you must've crossed... you said...

· You don't know me, you don't even care, oh yeah,

· She said

· You don't know me, and you don't wear my chains... oh yeah,

· Essential yet appealed, carry all your thoughts across

· An open field,

· When flowers gaze at you... they're not the only ones who cry

· When they see you

· You said...

· You don't know me, you don't even care, oh yeah,

· She said

· You don't know me, and you don't wear my chains... oh yeah,

· She said I think I'll go to Boston...

· I think I'll start a new life,

· I think I'll start it over, where no one knows my name,

· I'll get out of California, I'm tired of the weather,

· I think I'll get a lover and fly him out to Spain...

· I think I'll go to Boston,

· I think that I'm just tired

· I think I need a new town, to leave this all behind...

· I think I need a sunrise, I'm tired of the sunset,

· I hear it's nice in the Summer, some snow would be nice... oh yeah,

· Boston... where no one knows my name... yeah

· Where no one knows my name...

· Where no one knows my name...

· Yeah Boston...

· Where no one knows my name. 

