· I absolutely love what I do

· Have the opportunity to interact with all of these great people.

· Who, for the most part, are exploring God and what it looks like to live for him

· I love the sincere discussions, passionate dedication to find out.

· One of the themes that has been coming up in my conversations with many of you lately

· How do I balance my time & relationships with church people

· And still be fully involved in the world around me?

· Can feel like there is an either / or choice: time with church people or proximity.

· DIAGRAM to teach us a bit about this, that going to work through.

· On one side (LEFT) new community of God, church, followers of Jesus, exploring

· Sunday gatherings, Life Groups, projects, events

· On other side (RIGHT) we have our proximity sphere: people around every day.

· Neighbors, coworkers, friends not part of church, family, gym, grocery

· Some of you fall on either end of the spectrum, but question is:

· How do we balance these two?

· The earliest followers of Jesus have a lot to teach is in this area.

· We are in week four of a series, titled The Art of Following Jesus.

· Looking at the lives of those who closest to and followed Jesus.

· In order to recapture what Christianity is at essence, boil it down.

· Find it encouraging and helpful for our daily lives.

· Acts 2:42-47  [include these verses in the handout please]   INCLUDE VERSE NUMBERS
· There are a few things that we can find helpful as we explore the question.

· How do we balance our church relationship and those around us every day.
· They devoted themselves to growing spiritually together.

· Acts 2 You see them growing spiritually together: followed Jesus together. 
· V. 46 Large group – Solomon’s Colonnade – 100’s of people.

· Like our Sunday service, daily = worship, prayers, teaching
· V. 46 b  Smaller Groups – in each other’s homes

· Building genuine relationships as they loved Jesus together.  

· AP – Our Life Groups are modeled after these.

· Hebrews 10:25 (V)  “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another.”
· Author of Hebrews 35 years later, remind them, falling out of practice.
· I don’t need church community to grow spiritually.

· It’s just me and God and my personal relationship with him.
· Hebrews, “no, we need one another in this process of spiritual growth.”
· Spiritual health comes as we surround our self with other followers of Jesus
· We need other mature Christians in our life who can

· Encourage us, pray for us, challenge us, tell us when off course,
· Ask questions, what does this look like for you?  
· AP - Do this by being part of the larger worship gathering consistently.

· Finding a Life Group – intentionally talking about things of God

· Develop other relationships that pursuing spiritual things together
· DIAGRAM: strengthening relationships in the left side, mature.
· They worked to become a beautiful community of God’s hope & redemption.

· God has always looked for a group of people to display his character in earth.

· OT – Israel was called to be the light of the world.  Turned from that call

· Jesus became what Israel was to be

· Created a way that through his followers, God display his character
· Ephesians 3:10 (V) “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known . . .”
· As they devoted themselves to one another embodied Jesus vision.

· People drawn in to this v. 47 “favor”  and “added to their number”
· Together, we become a community that displays God’s character.

· We are a people who experience God’s grace, healing, forgiveness.

· We are so transformed by it and convinced that God is incredible
· IL – The way God has met me, changed me, life, joy, peace.

· Each of us has our own story of what God done.

· That we EMBODY that grace, healing, power, forgiveness, life & love.
· Our very lives become the witness of God’s character.
· Together we become a community witnesses to character of God.
· What he wants to accomplish in the world.

· Colossians 3:12-17 RO [Paul’s vision for what this is to look like].
· This is what begins to happen as we experience God together.

· Community of hope / redemption displays God to wider world. 
· DIAGRAM – GETTING BRIGHTER
· They involved themselves in the wider world.
· Acts 2  They devoted themselves to developing deep & spiritual friendships

· With other followers of Jesus. 

· Meeting together regularly for large group worship

· Also, getting together in homes throughout the week to share life, experience God & grow spiritually together. 
· But this not cause them to become disconnected from wider world.
· They spent every day of their lives fully involved in the world.

· Rest of book of Acts about them NOT REMAINING IN CHURCH.
· The church exists for the wider world. 
· Mark 15:38 (V) “The curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom”
· God’s Spirit is not reserved for a building or one place.

· God is working, moving, speaking to people, touching lives all over
· God’s Spirit is with us wherever we go to flood the earth.
· God’s spirit floods in and through our lives to touch wider world
· Helpful to see church as the huddle for the game of life.

· Connection to other followers of Jesus, start of our connection to God for our daily lives in the wider world.

· Church is not the point.  What we do out from here is the point.
· We simply cooperate with God where he is already at work in our world.
· We become aware that God is already at work all around us. 
· Jobs, neighborhoods, friends that not church, family, gym

· We simply look with anticipation that he will involve us in that.

· God will give us creative direction as to how to work with him.

· Neighborhood – moms group, neighbor night out, crime watch, 

· Jobs – integrity, hard working, praying for work, coworkers.

· Unchurched friends – good friends, Spiritual conversations, 

· DIAGRAM : involve line
· They invited everyone to experience God with them.
· Acts 2 you see the blurring of lines between church and wider world.

· Community that is together, growing in relationship with each other.

· But, not an exclusive club, where others did not feel welcomed.

· On the contrary, they were seeing awesome things happen in daily life

· As a result, they invited everyone around them to be part of what God was doing.

· “God wants to work in you too, touch your life.”

· We let everyone know that they too can experience God. 

· The reason why Acts 2:42-47 took place, is because of Acts 2:1

· Acts 1:8 (V)  “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses . . .

· God pours out his Holy Spirit on all people.

· His presence floods into the marketplace, daily life.

· Going out to all people and showing them that can experience it.
· Christianity is not about who is in and who is out.

· It is about a God who is continually inviting everyone in.

· We look for opportunity to do the same.

· Make sure that we are not leaving anyone out.

· His power is real and can be experienced by all.

· We are simply telling others to open themselves up to what we have experienced.

· God is surprisingly powerful and answers prayer.  

· He offers us this incredible life to the full.
· We would want everyone to experience that.
· IL – Jake & Ashley:  did not appear to need God, successful, fun couple, but when did, God met in surprising ways.

· Made marriage even better

· So, we are constantly inviting people to experience what we experiencing.
· DIAGRAM:  invite line 
 Instruction:   Invite our musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you
· We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.

· Set free from addictions, heal broken hearts, meet financial needs.
· SPECIFIC:  Maybe you would appreciate prayer for that.
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
· Special Reminders :: APPETIZER PARTY BEGIN IN 15 minutes
· Prayer :: We dial down, ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  Do surprising things.

· We respond to what you are saying to us ::
