CARRY SWORD ON STAGE THE WHOLE TIME
Advanced Organizer 

· Growing up as a kid, my favorite thing, to imagine that on adventure or in epic battle

· Set up my Lego knights battle line, ready to fight evil.

· In my fort battling armies of evil.  In airplane shooting down enemy planes.

· On farm Western Minnesota:  BB Gun, knives, shooting frogs, adventure.

· As men, we are looking for a mission for our lives : a grand storyline, 

· An epic adventure, where get to fight evil, rescue maiden, ride sunset

· Probably the reason why favorite movies:  Lord of the Rings, Gladiator, 

· Batman, Matrix, OTHERS    BRAVEHEART CLIP
· We want to be involved in a large storyline that matters.

· Compared to this, following Jesus can seem a bit sissy, a bit lame, a bit girly.  

· Don’t drink, don’t swear, be nice, join a prayer group, eat your peas, 

Context

· Father’s day, wanted to talk about this desire in us for battle, epic story

· Title: Fierce, Fearless & Fully Alive

· We as men were created to be fierce and fearless, and yet fully alive.

· I believe that we don’t have to lose our manhood when following Jesus

· See this fierceness as part of how created to be, celebrate it.

· Learn how to direct it properly.

· How do we live fierce, fearless and fully alive?

Scripture & Insights

· Ephesians 6:10-13 (V)

· 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground. 
· Offer a few thoughts from this scripture.

· And a few thoughts from my own life that have been helpful 

· In reconciling this desire to be fierce and fearless & yet follow Jesus.

· We are created to fight in the real battle; the spiritual one.  

· “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood.”

· The real fight that we created for is not and of-this-world battle.

· We join God in his fight against all that pollutes creation.

· Bumper Sticker  “If you are not outraged, you are not paying attention.”

· Evil exists all around us:  People being taken advantage of, injustice, poverty, abuse, war, racism, hatred, lack of integrity, sexual abuse.

· There is a spiritual influence behind those things.   

· V. 12b  Against rules, authorities, powers, forces evil in heavenly.  

· It’s not that the battle has nothing to do with the physical.

· If we only looking at the physical, not seeing deeper reality.

· There is a spiritual battle raging behind all we see, feel.

· Enemy instigating people to use their actions & attitudes

· To cooperate with him, propagate evil.

· God is actively at war with this evil to save all of humanity.  

· The cross was all about Jesus decisively defeating the enemy.

· Colossians 1:15 (V)  “Jesus disarmed the powers and authorities [and] made a public spectacle out of them at the cross.”

· We use our fierceness to this end; joining God in the real battle.

· Join with God in his fight against evil in our world.

· Fighting it on both a physical and spiritual plane.  
· Some times we get distracted fighting the wrong battle.

· “It is not against flesh and blood.”  Battle is not a physical one.

· Yet we get distracted with what around us in physical. 

· Fight other people: end up making the problem worse

· Continue the cycle of abuse, hatred, violence rather than stop it

· We try to fulfill our need for adventure pursing things that not right outlet

· Video games, sports, hunting, toys, power, success, business. 

· Live vicariously thru characters in movie or video game

· Trying to feel successful in work, success, power, money

· Spend our lives trying to prove ourselves to others.

· We end up pouring our strength into incorrect / lesser things.  

· Things that not matter beyond the here and now.

· Things that will leave us empty and longing = BORED, dead.

· We are most fully alive engaging in the spiritual battle.

· John 10:10 (RO)  Jesus came that we may have life to the full.

· When we understand the context of this life

· The epic battle that God has created us to engage us in

· This is where God created us to use our power for

· We will finally feel fully alive.

· Both as men and spiritual leaders in our society.

· Awkward at first, but learn how to live in it.

· We are designed to be carriers of God’s might & glory.

· “Become strong in the Lord and in the might of his strength.”

· God has always looked for men to be his under-shepherds.

· We were created to bear God’s image.  

· Walking the earth in Godly glory, power, authority and leadership.

· Become an answer to evil plaguing the world.

· Luke 9:1 (RO)  “He called them together, gave them power & authority.  

· This is why Jesus gave his power & authority to disciples

· So that we could represent Jesus by walking in his power.

· We take his authority into the earth and drive back evil in Jesus name.

· Use our power under to defend people

· Oppose evil spiritually by prayer, fasting, worship, love, peace.

· Physically – working for peace & justice, defend weak.

· IL : I am so sick of what I see around: abuse, sexual sin, lack of integrity

· Learning how to walk as Godly warriors takes time.

· Become strong” denotes learning over the course of time.

· Discouraged because we often fail at this, despite attempts.

· We never learned because fathers not good spiritual leaders

· Be patient with yourself, it takes time and effort, but worth it.

· Teach one another in community with one another.

· Brother and father each other as learn this together.

· AP – Life Groups – Tim & Pete Tuesdays / Shaun Wednesdays

· We will learn together.

· We are only able to effectively engage the battle in God’s strength & character.

· V. 10 “become strong in his strength”  

· V. 11 “put on his armor, so you can effectively stand against evil.”

· V.13 “take up the God’s armor.”

· True manliness begins at the cross.

· We are only able to find strength, as we come to God and ask him.

· No matter how much want it, We will fail every time, if on our own.

· Because our strength is limited 

· And we prone to fall into the sin that we oppose.

· That’s why Jesus said,

· Luke 9:24 (V) “Whoever loses his life for me will save it.”
· And Paul said, “His strength is made perfect in weakness.”

· Only way to do this well, is to die to ourselves, all the sin inside

· Jesus is the only one who can produce lasting change in us.

· Otherwise we are still part of the problem.

· We are in love with the evil that we want to fight.

· IL – Do you oppose sex trafficking?

· Have you ever participated in pornography.

· We need to be saved so that truly bringing healing to the world.

· We are invited to clothe ourselves in his incredible virtues. 

·  “take up” “put on” “become strong”   NT theme “Clothe Yourself” 

· Put on, walk in, take on God’s characteristics.

· As we come to him, desiring to walk out this calling and God-adventure.

· He will clothe us with who he is.

· So we are authentic as we stand for this

· Embody his virtues for the world, not our own.

· True strength, beauty and peace.

· Paul lists some of these characteristics

· Truth: living in harmony with God’s truth in word & action.

· Integrity in all that we do.

· Righteousness:  living in harmony with God’s holy character.

· Not living for what is common, set apart for God.

· Ready to proclaim God’s peace:   Prepared at all times

· To share God’s message of peace with everyone

· Faith: Belief in and full trust in God and his power.

· God becomes our refuge from attack of enemy.

· Knowledge of Salvation:  God’s activity in the world.

· To rescue people from sin, unite all people 

· Power of God’s Spirit:  His Spirit to flow through us

· To empower us as we go forth in attack.

· Response:

· Recognize that you were created for the real battle, the spiritual one.

· Ask God to show you any way living for anything other than this.

· Trying to fill this void:  This is the place where you truly happy.

· Offer yourself to God as a carrier of his might & glory.

· He has crated you to walk in his authority and power in the earth.

· Ask God to clothe you with his strength & virtues.

·  To free you from any sin that pollutes your heart.

· Makes you part of the problem.

· To be your strength as you walk forward.

· To cloth you in his truth, righteousness, peace, faith & power.

· Psalm 45:3-5 :: A Blessing Over Men ::

· Gird your sword upon your side, O mighty one.

· Clothe yourself with splendor and majesty.

· In your majesty ride forth victoriously

· On behalf o truth, humility and righteousness.

· Let your right hand display awesome deeds. 

· Let your sharp arrows pierce the hearts of the king’s enemies;

· Let the nations fall beneath your feet. 

