· I am really excited to be here today.  

· We are working through series this summer called “Experiencing God”.  

· We’re exploring how we can experience God in new and fresh ways.  

· One of the things that we are doing to facilitate is studying through Psalms.

· The Psalms are group of 150 really gritty, prayers, songs and poems

· Find them in about the middle of your Bible.  

· Written about 1000 BC by David, King of Israel and others.

· Some of you really going at this and finding some incredible results

· It has been fun hearing feedback from some of you over past few weeks

· We have exciting things planned that I think you are really going to enjoy.

· Next week: WHAT IS THE TITLE FOR NEXT WEEK? 

· Journeying thru long-term illness:  3 years, lifting, low nutrition, stressed at work, Africa

· Led to a fast downward spiral:  lost weight, no energy, food sensitivities

· Not mow my lawn, no exercise, barely get out of bed, 

· Ability to lead here at church, husband, father, friend, athlete

· Had to give away our dog, sell our house, lots of medical bills.

· How many of you have ever felt like life is unfair, short stick, questioned God?

· Not just our personal experience: Look around in our world.

· Earthquake in Haiti, war in Iraq & Afghanistan, financial crisis = unemployment.

· What do we do when life is unfair, seems unjust, like we are getting the short end of stick?

· What should our attitude be?

· How do we reconcile the pain around us in world with God’s apparent goodness?

· Where is God when we are treated unfairly?

· One of the scriptures that I found really helpful, when facing apparent unfairness of situation

· Psalm 73  :  A few really helpful things we learn from this, hope you find encouraging.

· If not for you right now, maybe future, or walk through it with someone else.

· Text :: Psalm 73:1-22      (WHAT PAGE?) 

· 1 Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 
· First, the writer points out

· Our experience does not always match our theology.

· What we know of God does not always line up with what experience in life.

· He begins in verse 1 with great theology, the truth of Scripture.

· God is good to those whose hearts are not divided.

· Those whose lives are marked by integrity.

· Who love justice, fight for oppressed, are loving, kind, generous

· The problem is life doesn’t always look like this! 

· The psalmist is addressing feeling we all have when life seems to be unfair.

· V.2  Says, as he looked at life and life around, almost fell into unbelief.

· Or total despair at his experience 

· He sees the wicked actually getting ahead

· 3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong.  5 They are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills.
· His misery is compounded when he looks at those who are arrogant

· People who never give God a thought, those who are self-absorbed.  
· Those who abuse others, who lie to get ahead, who are cocky.

· Who push people around, live unethically, lack integrity.

· They seem to get ahead.

· While, those who play fair, live right lives don’t always see prosperity. 

· He laments the immediate result of his faithfulness.

· 13 Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 14 All day long I have been afflicted, and every morning brings new punishment.
· It can seem like it doesn’t make any difference at all if I live for God or not.

· If love God or not, if I obey or not, if I’m going to get short end of stick?

· It’s kind of a waste to live for God.  Why not just get what’s mine?

· Don’t you love the brutal honesty? 

· If he were living now, in our day and time, perhaps say something like:

· Maybe the relativists are right. 

· Maybe life is utterly random and it doesn’t matter what we do—follow God, rebel against God, pray, don’t pray, obey, disobey—it is all same. 

· Maybe there is no meaning, no ultimate reward.  

· Maybe life is not governed by a benevolent, sovereign Lord, but rather, life is just a crapshoot, and you never know what you’re going to get.

· Not only do they get ahead, but they . . .  

· Abuse Power
· 6 Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence.7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; the evil conceits of their minds know no limits.8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with arrogance they threaten oppression.
· Notice that psalmists speak of how much evil  they engage in.  
· They abuse power, are greedy, are violent, oppress others.  

· The writer is protesting the way that they abuse their power.

· Using power over people get own way, control, manipulate

· Rather than power under people to love, serve, help.

· Mock God (vs. 9-11)
· 9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth. 10 Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance.  11 They say, "How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?"  12 This is what the wicked are like—always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 
· The issue with arrogant is think no one will interfere, hold them accountable.  

· There won’t be any consequence for pride, for abusing power, for stepping on other people, for living a double life, for trampling weak.

· They allow their pride to puff them up, make them feel indestructible

· Even before God.  Who needs God?  I am powerful.

· The writer is building quite a case here . . .

What stops the slide into despair?     [a few things that we can learn in this, apply]
· Guarding our attitudes.

· As we look at the apparent injustice in the world.

· Good people suffering, while bad people getting ahead.

· The temptation is to become bitter.

· 21 When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.
· He says, at first, when he saw all of this, he was grieved and became bitter.

· Which caused him to not think straight, give up, do things not normally do.
· Actually calls himself a brute beast: giving up his humanity, doing things not good
· There is no spiritual condition more dangerous than a bitter heart. 
· The Bible warns us in numerous places to guard against bitterness.
· Hebrews 12.15 “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”
· We have to be careful, because don’t want to fall into the condition of psalmist in v 21

· I have seen this happen many times

· They experience injustice: hurt, tragedy: sickness, death, relationship, church.

· Some way, they feel like they got the short end of the stick.  

· God, life, others have disappointed them in some way.

· They don’t deal with the hurt, don’t give it over to God.

· They don’t forgive, begin to get bitter, distance themselves.

· They get cynical about life, about God, about church.
· They sort of throw it all away, don’t care anymore,  
· They begin reacting out of their pain and bitterness, to cover it up

· They begin to delve into all sorts of destructive behavior.

· I have seen people break marriage vows, cheat others in business, quit their jobs, leave their children, start using drugs and alcohol, pay for sex, go on spending spree.
· Anything is possible if we allow our heart to become bitter. 
· Have you ever seen someone like this?  Experienced it yourself? 

· Guarding our words
· 15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed your children. 
· Word "betrayed" is a strong word.  Committing adultery on God with words.
· Two things related to this.

· Making sure that we do not continue the cycle of cynicism, accuse God.

· “I would have betrayed you, all the things you done in the past.”

· By our words, turn our back on God, leave him, fall into blasphemy.

· Making sure that we do not poison others through our words.

· “I would have caused other people to stumble.”

· Not allowing what we are facing to taint someone else’s perspective of God.

· Psalms end, “But I will chose to put my trust in God.”  
· We are invited to be honest with God and others, but attitude behind it
· But be careful not to allow us facing injustice to cause us to sin with our words
· Being comfortable not having all the answers
· 16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply
· He tried to understand what is going on, why all of this happening.

· In the end, has no clue why things are the way that they are.  It’s just unfair.
· Helpful to realize, it’s not a sin to be perplexed, to not fully understand.

· As N/A, we are very used to being able to understand, command information

· What makes us think we could ever fully understand what God is up to?
· Isaiah 55:8-9, For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
· He is infinitely wise, infinitely powerful, and infinitely huge. He understands all of life. He controls all of history. How could we possibly completely understand him?
· So, what do we do when we don’t understand? We turn to the one who does.
· We look for truth and guidance in the right place. 

· 16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply  17 till I entered the sanctuary of God… 
· Our temptation when we feel like life is unfair, get short end of stick, face trial.

· Is to blame God and run from him, try harder on our own.

· The writer of the Psalm says that we need to do opposite of this inclination.

· Run to God when we feel like life unjust, facing situation not understand.

· What do we find in the “sanctuary” of God? 

· “Sanctuary”  OT temple of God, place where God’s spirit, people, truth. 

· We find the presence of God. 

· God’s spirit to comfort us, heal us, guide us, suffer with us. 
· We find the people of God.

· Others who can encourage us, help guide us, keep us in perspective. 

·  We find the teaching of God's truth found in Scripture. 

· We don’t look at God and Bible through lens of the world around us
· We look at the world around us through the lens of the bible.
· We get proper perspective :: We see our current situation through the lens of eternity.

· 17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; then I understood their final destiny.  18 Surely you place them on slippery ground; you cast them down to ruin  19 How suddenly are they destroyed, completely swept away by terrors.  20 They are like a dream when one awakes; when you arise, Lord, you will despise them as fantasies. 23 Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my right hand.  24 You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take me into glory. 
· Understanding rebellion changes everything. 

· Why do people do the horrible things that they do?  Even some Christians?

· We live in a world where each of us has free will, choice to respond to God.

· Our obedience is not just about what we get from it.

· It is what we sow in the world through our choices.

· When we live for self: hurt others, promote evil, cause pain

· It’s shallow to look at the immediate benefit of our choices, as if that only result

· The world much different place if we all cooperated with God.

· Understanding the cross changes everything.  
· One of the most convincing arguments for me regarding truth of Christianity.

· Only the Christian God stepped out of heaven and entered world

· Allowed himself to be victimized by all of the injustice; all of the brutality, all of the hatred, all of the sin that is found in this world. 

· To any victim of injustice, only Christian God can say credibly

· “I understand what you have experience, because I have been there

· When we hand our lives over to him, we have a God working on our behalf

· To walk with us, comfort us, heal us through injustice we face.

· Also to turn that injustice around for good, his will, glory.

· Nothing someone else, the devil or this life can do that God cannot work for good.

· Understanding eternity changes everything.  
· Instead of looking at life in the moment, he begins to consider the long view.

· He looks at life through the vantage point of the future, eternity.

· It’s easy to get caught up in what we are immediately facing that unjust.

· Get so focused on it, that we fail to remember, this is not end story

· Many of NT authors kept this perspective when they facing injustice.

· Told the people they were writing to, not lose heart.

· Life is about more than just the here and now, our comfort.

· 2 Corinthians 4:17   For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

· Verse 24 :: Living a life following God is worth it = spend eternity with God.  

STAND:  Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We believe that God is powerful and wants to change & heal our lives.

· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· We invite everyone to participate in communion: remember Jesus death

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
· Prayer :: We dial down, ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  Do surprising things.

· We respond to what you are saying to us ::
· Response

· Maybe you feel like you have gotten the short end of the stick in life.

· See others who abusing power, promoting injustice, living for self, get ahead

· Maybe you realize that you have gotten bitter toward God or others.

· Found yourself sort of giving up, becoming cynical, doing things not  PRAY
· God, I am sorry, make me soft again.  Take away my bitterness.
· Maybe you realize that your speech been negative, critical, accusatory, blasphemous.
· God, I am sorry.  Heal my mouth.  Give me hope and let it overflow out of mouth.

· Maybe you’ve been irritated that you can’t control life, don’t have all the answers.

· Recognize that God is much, much bigger than us.  Don’t always understand.

· But we can trust the God who holds the world.  “God, I put my life in you.”

· Maybe you have been looking for answers to life in the wrong places.

· Pop psychology, random friends, Oprah, Dr Phil = confused, cynical, against God

· “God, I choose to come to you to get the answers to life.”

· Maybe you have gotten so focused in on the situation you are in, angry, bitter, frustrated

· Recognize that you have to look at life in long view, in light of eternity

· This situation is not the end of the story.  This life is not the end of the story.

· Questions to Consider

· Reread Psalm 73.  What are your initial thoughts?

· Have you ever felt like the writer: like the wicked prosper while the righteous suffer?

· See verse 13.  Have you ever felt like serving God is in vain?

· The writer finds several ways to stop the slide into cynicism:

· Verse 21 & 22 Guarding our attitudes

· Why is becoming bitter so dangerous?  (v. 22)

· Verse 15  Guarding our words

· Have you ever found yourself speaking critically or cynically against God?

· Verse 16  Looking for truth in the right place.

· Why is it important to get our direction in life from God, the giver of life?

· Verse 17-23  Looking at life through the eyes of eternity.

· Why is looking at the “long view of life” important?

· Verse 24 What is the ultimate result of someone who lives a righteous life?

