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Experiencing God
When Life Seems Unjust
Pastor Ryan Bauers 

August 1, 2010
Text :: Psalm 73.1-22
1 Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold. 

 

 

Our    experience    does not always match our theology.

 


He sees the wicked actually getting ahead.

 

3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 They have no struggles; their bodies are healthy and strong. 5 They are free from common human burdens; they are not plagued by human ills.

 

 

He    laments    the immediate result of his faithfulness. 

 

13 Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 14 All day long I have been afflicted, and every morning brings new punishment.

 

 

Not only do they get ahead, but they . . .  

 

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​   Abuse    Power

 

6 Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with violence. 7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; the evil conceits of their minds know no limits. 8 They scoff, and speak with malice; with arrogance they threaten oppression.

 

 

   Mock    God

 

9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the earth. 10 Therefore their people turn to them and drink up waters in abundance.  11 They say, "How would God know? Does the Most High know anything?"  12 This is what the wicked are like—always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 

 

What stops the slide into despair?      

 

Guarding our    attitudes   .

21 When my heart was grieved and my spirit embittered, 22 I was senseless and ignorant; I was a brute beast before you.

 


Hebrews 12.15 :: “See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God 
and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”

 Guarding our    words   .


15 If I had spoken out like that, I would have betrayed your children. 

 

 

Being comfortable not having all the answers


16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply.

 


Isaiah 55.8-9 :: For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 


your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than 

the earth so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.

 

 

We look for truth and    guidance    in the right place. 

16 When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply 17 till I entered the sanctuary of God… 

 


What do we find in the “sanctuary” of God? 



We find the presence of God.



We find the people of God.



We find the teachings of God’s truth found in Scripture.

 

 

We get proper    perspective   :: We see our current situation through the lens of eternity.

 


Understanding    rebellion    changes everything. 

 


Understanding the   cross    changes everything.  

 


Understanding    eternity    changes everything.  

 



2 Corinthians 4.17 :: For our light and momentary troubles are achieving 

for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.

 

Questions to consider this week:

 Reread Psalm 73 :: What are your initial thoughts?

 Have you ever felt like the writer: like the wicked prosper while the righteous suffer?

 See verse 13. Have you ever felt like serving God is in vain?

 The writer finds several ways to stop the slide into cynicism:

 Verse 21 & 22 :: Guarding our attitudes

 Why is becoming bitter so dangerous? (v. 22)

 Verse 15 :: Guarding our words

 Have you ever found yourself speaking critically or cynically against God?

 Verse 16 :: Looking for truth in the right place.

 Why is it important to get our direction in life from God, the giver of life?

 Verse 17-23 :: Looking at life through the eyes of eternity.

 Why is looking at the “long view of life” important?

 Verse 24 :: What is the ultimate result of someone who lives a righteous life?

 

































































































