· Letting Go of Religion to Embrace Jesus

· Fall series called Not Christian

· Address some of the ways that our culture sees the church.

· Hypocritical.  Judgmental.  Too Political.  Get Saved.

· Recognize the ways that we, as “the church” have not lived like Jesus.

· Sincerely apologize personally and corporately for our actions.

· Recapture the ways and words of Jesus on each of these topics.

· Where The Red Fern Grows

· Boy wants some coon hounds.  Decides that the best way for him to get these dogs is to save up money by getting some pelts.  Creates this particular trap, where puts something delicious in the bottom of a can, has sharp things pointing down.  Raccoon smells the wonderful thing, approaches the can, reaches in and grabs a hold of it, gets trapped by the sharp things.  Will not let it go because wants it so bad.  

· Some of us who have grown up in the church, been in church for a while.

· Exploring Jesus, the life that he has, somehow not true.

· Religion is much safer.

· Rules based interaction with God

· Rather than relationship with God.

· Have I fallen into this trap?  

· Have I embraced religion rather than Jesus?

· Maybe this foreign to you, but help someone else in their journey.

· Religion creates barriers that keep people out.

· Jesus invites everyone in to experience Him.

· Galatians 3:8,9 (TNIV)

· “What’s more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God would declare the Gentiles to be righteous because of their faith.  God proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago when he said, “All nations will be blessed through you.”

· The storyline of the Bible is that God wants to connect with all people on earth

· His love, power, freedom, joy, peace, forgiveness is for all people.

· He approaches Abram in Genesis 13 & 15 and says

· “I want to bless all people through you.”

· I want you to be a nation that reflects me & my goodness to world.

· Bummer is that Hebrew people did not live out their calling.

· They began to keep what God was doing in them to themselves.

· Thing that it was only to stop with them, only for them.

· Were not giving away the blessings that they had received.

· As people, we can be tempted to fall into the same trap.

· Think that somehow we are better, superior, more holy that others.

· Or that God is only for our tribe, people who look like us, talk like us.
· BOUNDED SET :: WHO IS IN AND WHO IS OUT

· Everyone is invited to God’s party.  
· One of main things Jesus did was come to destroy all barriers between people

· Jesus came in order to make the promise to bless all nations come to pass

· Opened the doorway wide and extended his invitation to anyone and all that will come to him, can experience his presence. 

· “ALL NATIONS”  God’s goodness is for every person

· No matter what nationality, background, socioeconomic situation, struggles, past, present, good, holy or not.  
· Luke 14:15-23 The Parable of the Banquet (Reference Only)
· Not based on who they are or are not or what they have nor don’t have.

· Based solely on the goodness of the one inviting people to his party. 
· Religion causes us to try to prove our worth before God.

· Jesus died to make us worthy through him.

· Galatians 3:10-12

· But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under a curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the commands that are written in God’s book of the Law.”  So, it is clear that no one can be made right with God by trying to keep the law.  For the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”  This way of faith is very different form the way of the law . . . “

· One of things that we are tempted to do as people, is to be good to prove our self

· Verse 10 says that by living by performance, we enter into a slippery slope

· We are able to be good, do right to a point.

· But there are still ways that we fail, things that we do, don’t do

· That we know are not ok.

· Which produces guilt in us as we look to those things.

· This guilt in some ways is not a bad thing.

· It helps to keep us accountable for our actions.

· Do our best to try to do what is right, treat others well.

· But it proves that we will never feel completely good if we get into the game of trying to prove ourselves, feel righteous by what we do. 

· Two things occur when believe how we perform defines our relationship with God.

· Despair :: We become severely discouraged.  

· We realize that we are not perfect. 

· Become depressed because we feel like we are never doing enough.

· We feel like a failure for all the ways fallen short, stuff not done.

· Pride :: We become self-righteous, critical and judgmental.   

· if we do a pretty good job at following the rules.

· We think / act like we are better than others if we do what right.

· Make sure to let others know that they are falling short.

· Jesus came to set us free from our worth being tided to our actions (how we do)

· To set us free from the striving and guilt
· Which results constantly trying to prove self.
· IL Aria is not constantly trying to prove her worth to me.

· She lives out of the security of her worth.  
· Religion focuses us on keeping all of the rules.

· Jesus focuses us on pursuing & experiencing him.

· Galatians 3:13,14

· But Christ has rescued us from the curse pronounced by the law.  When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the curse for our wrongdoing . . . so that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit through faith.”

· One of the things that people inside and outside the church get confused about

· Christianity is ultimately about following a set of rules, keeping a moral code.

· About learning this rule book and having to follow this.
· Jesus came to free us from a sterile life of rule-keeping.

· Verse, 13, 14 he died on the cross in order to free us from the curse of the law

· In order to connect us with his Spirit.

· A true connection to God’s spirit and presence produces:

· Lasting Change

· Ultimately, rule keeping is unable to produce heart change in us.

· AP – How many of us can think back to doing something just because you had to, but your heart was not in it.

· IL – Me taking out the garbage when I was a kid.  

· Matthew 23:27 (R/O)  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean
· This is why there is so much hypocrisy in the church.

· Trying to keep all the rules apart from interaction from God.

· Only God can set us free from the compulsion to sin, do what we want.

· Only God can come from without us and set us free from selfishness.

· Genuine relationship with God

· The storyline of the Bible is all about God revealing himself to regular people

· Them experiencing God in some tangible ways.

· Him forever changing their life, their calling, their destiny.

· Being a Christian is about following after Jesus, pursuing experience with God.

· CENTERED SET

· Interacting with a raw, living, powerful God who longs to touch us.

· It is mystical, experiential, relational.

· If we ever trade experience, relationship, interaction with God for rules.

· It all becomes stale, dead and nothing anyone want!

· Religion focuses us on what we should not do.

· Jesus focuses us on the good things that God has for us.

· Galatians 4:9,15

· So now that you know God (or should I say, now that God knows you), why do you want to go back again and become slaves once more to the weak and useless spiritual principles of this world? . . . Where is that joyful and grateful spirit you felt when you first believed?

· There are two ways to look at what God has planned for us.

· God is mean and is trying to ruin our life.

· God is good and is trying to bless our life.

· Let’s think of a few examples.

· God instructs us to avoid drunkenness.

· Has anything good ever happened when you were drunk out of your mind?

· IL – One of the last times that I partied, got so drunk that ended up punching out wall in a house of someone did not know, pooping on my friends floor and passing out on the lawn in middle of rain storm.

· God instructs us to keep sex inside the bounds of marriage.

· I have seen how internet porn, affairs, pre-marital sex destroy lives.

· Countless times sat with men and women listening to their story of how their significant other violated this instruction.  NOT FUN

· When we start to think that God is trying to ruin our lives, we can  easily become bitter

· Lose our joy, do things out of sterile obedience, what we “should not do”

· John 10:10  Jesus, “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”

· God offers to lead us into the best possible life.

· As we surrender to him, ask him to be in charge of lives, guide us.

· Lead us into things that are ultimately going to make our lives great.

· So, rather than looking at it from the perspective of what we should not do

· Look at it from the perspective that God longs to bless our lives.

· He is speaking wisdom into our lives with his instructional

· Do we suggests and things are going to go well with you.  

· Religion produces judgment in us.  
· Jesus produces radical forgiveness & love in us.  
· Galatians 5:13

· For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters.  But do not use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature.  Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love.

· A good way to measure if we have indeed rejected religion and embraced Jesus is to look at the fruit of our lives.

· Are we kind and loving toward those around us?  Especially those who wrong us?

· Are we radically loving toward those who we might consider enemies? 

· Do we easily forgive others when they do something, say something?

· Are we constantly critical, judgmental, putting other down in our mind or words?
· As we experience God’s radical love and forgiveness for our self, it is easy to give it away.

· If we are not truly in connection with God, it’s likely that not give it away.

· Hold grudges, speak critically, think that we better, love is conditional

· Matthew 18:21-35 :: The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant (R/O)
· Story of guy who forgiven $500,000.  Finds guy on the way home $50

· Hold him to it, not forgive.

· Byproduct of that person not realizing how much forgiven, thankful.

· Our not receiving God’s forgiveness & love affects others around us.

· When we do not receive the grace that God has for us, others impacted.

· We do not represent the message of Jesus to others well.

· We begin to judge certain people groups as unlovable, too evil.

· We begin to become the law keepers in our world, meeting out judgment

· Rather than people who demonstrate Jesus’ radical love and forgiveness to all people.

· We become driven and angry, always trying to earn God’s approval.

· Who would want that message?

· That’s not good news.

· John 8:3-11 :: The story of the woman caught in adultery (R/O)
· What did Jesus do?

· “Let him who is without sin be the first to cast a stone.”

· Jesus was the only one who was able to, by rights :: What did he do?

· He defended her to all who would accuse her, judge her.

· He chose to walk in radical love and forgiveness

· Which caused her heart to melt

· THEN, explained the better way to go.

