Aug 29, 2010
 

Seasons of Life: Thriving in Abundance

Hillside Church
We’re in the last of a three part series on Thriving in Every Season of Life


Last two weeks we looked at trials & uninspired times


This week we are going to look at thriving in the abundant times



- the times when things are good!



- which we may discover can actually be one of the more challenging times

in this series, we’ve been exploring how we 

1) view/approach each of those seasons and

2) how we can practically respond so we can grow & flourish in them.

there are a few common threads in these seasons:

1) every kind of season is a time for growth


2) we can flourish in every season if 


we aim our lives at Jesus and expect Him to do something


3) every season is a time to be thankful



- thankfulness helps us see from a new perspective 

Two questions to consider in any season:


What do I want God to do for me in this season?


God, what do you want to do for me in this season?

When I say abundance, what do I mean –


I want to define that a little before we move forward 


I’m not talking just about having lots of $$$


Abundance is times in life we have the privilege & blessing of



- influence, affluence, favor, rest, peace, financial prosperity, promotion, joy 

We’re going to take what make seem to be an odd approach to this

As we will look at the passage that records 



King David committing adultery w/ Bathsheba

Context for this failure by the most respected & important King of the Old Testament


He was a man who God said was a “a man after God’s own heart”



David had deep connection with God


But abundance was actually a doorway to significant problems in David’s life

2Sam 8 – David’s victories 



- over the Philistines, Moabites, Arameans, Edomites, Ammonites




- basically all the surrounding countries & peoples



- 8:14 “The Lord gave David victory wherever he went.”




- David was respected & feared




- things were pretty good in the land with no major threats




- things were pretty peaceful & as easy going as it got for kings then
2 Samuel 11:1-5 

1 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

    2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite." 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant."
This is not a good situation for David!


Not only has he had an affair, but now Bathsheba is pregnant


The story doesn’t end here

David goes on to try to cover it up by ultimately having Bathsheba’s husband killed

My question is, how can things like this happen when everything was going so well?


David’s kingdom finally was enjoying some peace

David finally had rest after so many years of running for his life


David was known & respected


He was a man who had been deeply connected to God


How did things turn so he found himself in one of his darkest times?

Sometimes we find ourselves asking:


How did this happen, everything seemed to be going fine!?

A few observations about David’s situation:

1) We can neglect our responsibilities (v1)


“In the spring when kings go off to war…”




David was the king, yet he remained behind




Things were generally good, so David sent his commanders to go for him





He gave over a responsibility that only he was to have



IL – this is like expecting others to teach our kids




For educators to teach our kids




the church to teach our kids about who Jesus is





- I saw a lot of kids like this in campus ministry at UMD





- the hour & a half the church has with your kids isn’t enough





- we can’t pass a responsibility we as parents have off to somebody else




what our kids want is parents





parents who care, who give them time, who love them

David passes command off and in doing so, neglects his responsibilities



there are some responsibilities in life that we just can’t pass off

2) Laziness is a temptation in abundant times (v1)


It also says David taking it easy



- in that day, people (the affluent) often rested in the afternoon heat





- so David may have been doing what was normal



- but the feel of the story is that he is at home resting, sort of on vacation



while his army is off working



- he’s not staying home because he is working on other parts of the kingdom




- he’s just asking somebody else to do the work for him



- in other words he gets lazy



- again he has somebody else do his job




- nobody else can do our part




He also let up in his pursuit of God in this season




The man who once relied on God for everything



Began to get comfortable with life





And let up on his pursuit of & dependence on the Father



It becomes easy to trust in our abundance rather than to continue to



 connect
with and rely upon God.



nobody else can stay connect to Jesus for us




- others help us, encourage us, teach us




- but only I can have my relationship with Jesus



it’s like my relationship with my wife Lindsey




- I can’t send somebody else to get to know her for me




- only I can do that so that it is a real relationship

often abundance can lull us into laziness

3) It is easy to get greedy (v2)

- David had so much, but he wanted more


- he allowed his eyes & appetite to get out of control


- He already had wives



- he saw Bathsheba and he desired her



the problem is David acted on this urge


how is it that we can always want more?



- is keeping up with the Jones’ really that fulfilling?



We get more but it’s never enough



Eventually greed can consume us!


- we tend to become selfish in abundance:

God talks with the Israelites about this is Hag 1:2-10


Times of abundance were starting to come for them



They were building nice homes for themselves



But they had forgotten about the temple & honoring God

Hag 1:5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.  6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 


They became so self-focused, trying to get more & more



To get to a comfortable place for themselves & THEN give to God or others



God frustrated this in their lives



He asks them to “Consider your ways?”




- he asks them essentially, “Is this the best way to live?”





- the underlying thought is “I have a BETTER way for you to live.”


Lindsey & I have discovered a surprising way to combat this temptation



As we have given




We have actually wanted to give more rather than have more



In Acts, Paul quotes Jesus as saying it is better to give than to receive




We’ve found that this is actually true in our lives



We’ve actually found that in giving we have more joy & more fulfillment




That we have a LOT already to be thankful for




That we have more than we even want



I don’t understand really how God’s economy works



But I do know that when we trust him, it works really well

4) Misuse of our power is a temptation in abundance (v4)

David is the king and he sends for Bathsheba (set this up in a picture)


David is this respected, well known, loved king




He has brought peace & prosperity to your land




…and apparently he’s also a handsome guy



And he sends for you because he wants to see you!




What are you thinking?




This is exciting!




Why does he want to see ME?!




…and then you think, “Oh my gosh! What am I going to wear?!”



What is she going to tell the king?...




She can’t really say no even if she wanted to



A king in that day could really make life miserable for you





Kings got total & utter obedience & respect in that day

So David invites Bathsheba over



Then he sleeps with her!



This isn’t much of a surprise when his motive in calling for her was her beauty 


I don’t know how willing Bathsheba was




But she was married, David was married 




And David abused his power





…and she becomes pregnant

We can misuse our power just like David when we:



- manipulate people based on our position or influence in their lives



- we overspend ourselves into debt when we have much



- when we demand respect or obedience



- we push others aside based on our “rights”

Luke 12:48b ….Jesus says, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”


- times of abundance signal times of greater responsibility, not less


- I think we all want times of abundance in our lives



- abundance is really an invitation from God to trust him more & come closer

5) There are always consequences to our actions (good or bad) (v5)

we see David in a series of bad choices



Neglecting responsibilities



Abusing power



getting Bathsheba pregnant


Then he tries to cover it up 



By sending for Bathsheba’s husband so he can be with his wife




And hopefully nobody will notice what happened



& when that doesn’t work, he has Bathsheba’s husband killed!


Gal 6:7-8 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

What are we investing in when we are in abundant times?



Are we investing in just what temporarily please us, but ultimately harm us?



Or are we investing in our connect with Jesus?


there is a great quote that goes with this idea of thriving in abundant times:



“Gifting will get you there, but character will keep you there.”



Has to do with leadership, but it’s true in abundance as well




There are a lot of ways to come to abundance,





But what really matters?




Is it that we have abundance?





Or is it how we respond when we have it?


If we were to continue the story, we read David repents


Deals with the consequences of his sin



And receives forgiveness, comfort & restoration from God



Read about it in the rest of ch 11 & ch 12, 



also Psalm 51 is a Psalm of David’s repentance

From David we learn that the abundant times are not simply the “easy” times


They have their challenges as well


So then, how can we respond in our own lives to avoid these pitfalls?

Here are some things to consider doing to thrive in abundant times of life:

1) Turn to God for forgiveness & help



If you find yourself in one of the pitfalls David did




turn from those things and turn to God for forgiveness & help



- Psalm 51 – David’s response to God for forgiveness & help

Ps 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Ps 51:11 Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

Ps 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 




and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 


2) Connect every day with God



John 15 – the vine & branches




- whoever is connected with Jesus bears good fruit




- I don’t think anybody here want bad things to come from their life





- the good stuff flows out of a connection with Jesus




3) Share & give regularly 




- Paul tells us Jesus said “It is better to give than receive” (Acts 20:35)




- freely you received, freely give (Mt 10:8)


IL – I’ve talked with a number of people here who started tithing & being blessed




- needs met, jobs found, raises coming



IL – was true for us as well




first married, minimal income, paid off debt & gave regularly




It didn’t seem possible to do all that!




This is one of the beautiful things about tithing





- not only does God use it to meet the needs of the local church





- but he uses it to help free us from greed & grip of money



We can’t out-give God if we allow him to direct our resources


give to those in need




So trying giving what you can, when you can 





- if it is time, service, a ride, money, encouragement


4) Throw a party: invite others to share your abundance


have some people over & celebrate together




don’t keep it to yourself or be selfish



- Celebration is one of our values here at Hillside Church




a party is about celebrating the goodness of God in our lives





and sharing that goodness with those around us




it is inviting others to see & experience the goodness of God


5) Be thankful  



There’s an idea in our culture that everything you have YOU have earned




James 1: 17 every good & perfect gift comes from God





It is so freeing when you realize every good thing is a gift from God


IL – I realized this in high school




When I was mowing my parents lawn, slipped on a hill




I watched both feet slide underneath the lawnmower




Nothing happened!  I have no idea how




That moment I realized 





how much I took my athletic ability (or abundance) for granted


6) Ask God: “How can I use the abundance in my life to bless others?” 
The worship team is going to come up, as well as our prayer teams

We’ll sing some songs & take time to respond to God this morning

Invite you to respond how you feel comfortable & how God is leading you


Communion tables will be open


Prayer & confession table if you want 


Prayer ministry teams in front & under clock


After a couple songs feel free to slip out



drop connections sheets at back door

Stand with me
Pray: 

Repentance if you’ve misused your abundance – not to late


Connecting with God


How can we be generous & bless others with our abundance?

Read 2Samuel 11:1-5

When was an abundant time in my life?

How can I relate to the temptations David faced in abundance (neglecting responsibilities, laziness, greed, abusing power)?

How do abundant times in our lives make them easier?


How do they make our lives harder?

What are the challenges I face when I have abundance?

Read Luke 12:13-21
What is Jesus looking for in our lives?

What is the issue Jesus points out in how the rich many is living?

What does it mean to be “rich toward God” (v21)?


What does being rich toward God look like in my life?

