· Well, I am excited to be here today.

· Krista and I had a great vacation.  Used our time off to move in to new home.

· Spent 69 total hours painting, plus unpacking & doing projects.

· Feeling very excited to be our new spot.  It’s been a long time.

· Thank our wonderful staff.  Doing such an amazing job.

· Want to especially thank our Associate Pastor Jay, started June 1

· Outstanding leadership and guidance of the staff.

· Also, incredible series of messages.  Especially LAST week.

· Thriving in Seasons of Abundance.  Listen once a month.

· What are Christians supposed to be known by?  Supposed to be, stand for, live like?

· Are they / we supposed to be a political force?  Against certain people groups?
· Serve as the moral law-keepers of our society?  Propagators of religion?
· Live separated from the wider culture?  Judgmental of others.

· What are Christians supposed to be known by?

· Seems to be some confusion about this in the wider Christian culture, especially U.S.

· For those here that Christian, maybe confusion / dissonance in our own lives.

· What is Christianity about?  What is the central message of Jesus?  

· What does true faith look like?

· These are all necessary, critical questions for those serious about living faith.

· There was a very interesting and indicting book that came out 3 years ago.

· UnChristian by David Kinnaman // Barna research pole.

· How do those in the US that outside the church view Christians?

· 38% of those outside the church have “bad impression” of Christians

· Christianity has a negative image and is not s/t want to be part of

· Up from 1996 when only 15% had a bad impression.

· One half have what they would consider “distain” for evangelicals.

· When asked to further discuss why this detain these young outsiders

· They are prideful and have oversized egos and opinions.

· QUOTE, as out outsider put it (page 26) “Most people I meet assume that Christian means very conservative, entrenched in their thinking, antigay, antichoice, angry, violent, illogical, empire builders; they want to convert everyone and they generally cannot liver peacefully with anyone who does not believe what they believe.”
· NOTE, sure, possible that have some media influence on bad perception.

· But most of those poled had attended a church for some time

· Drew their perceptions because they knew a Christian or several Christians personally
· Kinneman, page 26,  “Christians are primarily perceived for what they stand against.  They have become famous for what they oppose, rather than what they are for.”

· National survey three most common perceptions of present-day Christianity are anti-homosexual (held by 91%), judgmental (87%) and hypocrical (85%).

· Wow, are we doing a good job or what?

· Not just with those outside the church feeling this paradox.  
· One third of Christians poled say that the way that other Christians act make them embarrassed to be a Christian.

· Reluctant to admit they are Christian, not because they are embarrassed of Jesus, but because of negative stereotype associated the way Christians acting.

· We are going to take a few weeks in order to look at some of these things.

· Starting a series called NotChristian   

· Explore a few of the ways that Christians are viewed.  
· To look at dissonance between Christians’ actions and Jesus teaching.


· In order to learn, mature and recapture a kinder, more authentic faith.

· You may consider inviting a friend :: SEE INVITE CARD IN WEEKLY
· So, if Christians known for what we stand against, what do we stand for?

· TEXT John 13:1-8, 12-17,21-27, 34-35  (WHAT PAGE IN BIBLES?)
A few observations
· In his life and death, Jesus expressed the love that God has for all people.
· Jesus shows us exactly who God is and what he is like.  
· John 14:6  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.

· He did not say, I teach the truth, though he did that.

· He said that he was the truth.

· We would see truth by watching him and his life.
· John 14:8  Philip, just show us the Father, who God is.

· Philip, seriously, when you see me, you see the father.  
· Heb 1:2,3  “God has spoken to us in these days directly through his son.”

· Jesus is the exact representation of God.

· When we look at Jesus, we see God the Father.
· Jesus love was radical, sacrificial & unearned.

· John 13:3,4,  “Jesus knew that the Father had given him all authority, and that he had come from God and would return to God.  So he got up from the table and began to wash the disciples feet.

· What?    Here is the king over all creation.  Given all power.

· Doing the job of the lowest servant of the house.

· What was he doing?

· Jesus was showing them and us exactly what God’s vision of love is

· Using the power that you have been given to serve others.

· Living self-sacrificially to meet others’ needs

· Demonstrating love, especially to those who have not earned it.

· Those who don’t deserve it.
· Jesus offers his love, even to those who betray him.

· Then, gives that love away without reservation, even to those who hate

· It’s Jesus dying on the cross for those who hung him up there.

· John 13:21  “One of you will betray me.”

· Then, he dips the bread in the cup – represent his body and blood and hands it to Judas, the one who he knew betray him.

· That’s what make’s God’s love so incredible.

· We all betray him different ways, yet he still pursues us with his love!  

· Romans 2:4  “It’s God’s kindness leads to repentance.”

· That in the place of our failure & dysfunction, he loves us. 
· Jesus invites us to live & demonstrate the same kind of love to others.
· John 13:12-15 “I have set an example for you to follow.”  
· “I am the Lord, you follow me, you serve me, you do what I do.”
· “I am showing you what your life is to look like lived out.”
· Wash the feet of those around you, by taking the place of servant of all

· Find ways to radically demonstrate my love to others in costly ways
· Matthew 6 goes as far as to say “Love your enemies”

· Your life is to be about finding ways to express to others, even enemies

· The love that you have experienced in me.  
· Love is to be the defining characteristic of those who follow after Jesus.
· John 13:35  “Your love for one another will prove that you are my disciples.”

· That our radical, sacrificial and scandalous love for everyone around our lives would prove that we are God’s people; that we connected to him.  

· PROVE that we are legit when we say we are followers of Jesus.

· SIDE NOTE :: People do not have the same problem with Jesus as they do with Christians.

· GHANDI QUOTE “I like your Christ.  I do not like your Christians.  Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”  
· Storyline of Bible :: God looking for people who display him well to the wider world.

· John 17 “That the love that we have, father, would be in his followers.”  

· This is why this series is important.

· Not just for those who feel embarrassed at what Christianity become
· Because Christians are called to be the people who accurately represent God to the world.

· I want my life to effectively do that 

· Especially because I have experienced God’s love in such a profound way, I want others to experience the same.  
· In order to properly love, we need deep, ongoing connection to God.
· John 13:34  “Just as I have loved you.”

· We are able to express God’s love and grace to others only when we have experienced it ourselves.

· IL – I have experienced God’s forgiveness, grace, patience SO much!

· Which feels amazing.  Then we extend to others.  
· John 13:8  “Unless I wash you, you can have no part with me.”

· In order to live this type of life of radical, scandalous love . . .

· We need our hearts and motives purified from any pollution in them.

· All anger, greed, pride, lust, bigotry, self-righteousness, racism.

Why may we be tempted to not love sacrificially?
· It is easier NOT to walk in love.
· It is easier and feels temporarily better to NOT walk in love toward others.  
· Being bitter getting even is immediately more satisfying than forgiving.

· Being selfish, looking after own needs, easier than sacrificing.

· Prejudice is easier than building friendships and understanding others.

· But, in the long view of life, I would argue that LOVE ALWAYS WINS.  
· You can not forgive, but live with bitterness in own heart, affect others
· You can hate, but contribute to violence, factions and racism in world
· You can live selfishly, but you will die a lonely person with lots of stuff.

· It may be temporarily easier to not love, but it is not better.  
· Loving sacrificially requires a selfless heart, which requires connection to God & deep heart transformation. 

· Culturally, Christians have relegated to following a religion, set of rules.

· Rather than connecting to the living God, which produces real change.

· What this creates is a group of people who are called by a label “Christian”

· But who not transformed in any deep way, so don’t reflect the God they are called to be like.

A few suggestions for those who want to live the revolution of love.  
· Connect deeply to God often to receive his love for you and for others.
· We honestly bring to him ways that we are not loving; pollution we see in us.
· Bitterness, racism, pride, lust, , lack of compassion, selfishness.  
· We experience his patience with us, his love, his forgiveness – WOW!  
· We trust that God can and will transform us from the inside out.
· IL – I am shocked at how effective this is.  Honest with God.

· Selfishness with kids, wife others = CHANGE or deep compassion others
· We allow God to show us his value for each individual.

· Hebrew idea in OT Kabad, the value & weight of each person.

· Every person made with God’s image stamped on them.

· Who are we to devalue them for way think about them, treat them?
· Center your life on Jesus and his teachings.
· Some of what Christianity become in US is cultural, rather than true to Jesus.
· It’s a group of people following a culture, doing what others do, say.

· Without looking at Jesus and asking, ‘What is true faith?”

· The main pursuit of anyone who serious about following God = accuracy & truth.  

· Take responsibility for our own faith = beliefs & actions – faithful to truth.  
· Study Scripture (Jesus & followers) says about given topic and live by it.

· War, sexuality, wealth, our vocations, poverty, generosity, 
· We are called to be true to Jesus, not the Church or Christianity.

· We are not going to die on a hill defending cultural Christianity or church.  
· But living for Jesus and his radical mission, is worth while.
· Become part of the solution
· The easy way out and place I was at for a few years is being cynical & giving up
· “The Church is doing a horrible job!  The Church sucks.  Forget it then.”

· We must be careful we not throwing out the baby with the bathwater.

· Remember : God still looking for a people who experience his love and represent his love well to the wider world.  

· By helping to create a community where love wins.
· Let’s make a commitment to ourselves and to one another

· This is where we are headed generally as a church.

· Creating a community where Love Wins.  

· Since the beginning, this has been our dream at Hillside Church

· To the best of our ability, let’s be the church we dream of/

· Let’s cooperate with God, the best we can, to embody his generous, sacrificial, radical love to everyone around us.

· Are we good at it?  I don’t know, ask those around our lives.

· We are giving it the best shot we can
· By looking for opportunities to sacrificially love others each day.

· There are a multitude of opportunities for us each day to live this out.

· Including people who you see left out: in daily life, in society.

· Being generous with your resources and meeting needs.

· By fighting racism, sexism, classism wherever you are able.

· By always giving people grace and the benefit of the doubt.

· By apologizing to those you have wronged and forgiving those wronged you.
· God has made it absolutely clear, what those who follow after Jesus are to look like.

· Marked by radical, sacrificial love for those around us in life.

· Christianity is to be nothing other than A Revolution of Love.

· Do you want your life to be marked by radical love for others?

· Do you want to help continue to create a community where Love Wins?

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
STAND

· Pray :: We ask you to come and meet us powerfully.  We respond to what you are saying to us

· Response 
· Sorry for anything else we have lived Christianity.
· We want your love to fill our lives, so express your love in wider world
· We want to be a community marked by your radical love for everyone.
