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A few key assumptions: 

 

 There is some    dissonance    between Jesus’ teachings and some Christians’ lives. 

 

 Each of us is    responsible    for our own beliefs and the way we live.

 

 We want to live as part of the    solution   .

 

Text 1 :: Matthew 28.18-20 
18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

 

 The very mission of the church is to “go out” and    engage    the wider world. 

 

 The message of the church is that God is at work    redeeming    the world. 

 

Text 2 :: Acts 1.8
8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

 God invites us to powerful, mysterious    connection    to him.

 

 He calls his followers to rightly    represent    him to the wider world.

 

Text 3 :: Acts 2.42-47

42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

 Together, they created a community that was    spiritually    vibrant.

 

 They created a    welcoming   , diverse community, marked by love. 

 

 They were    generous    and connected to the needs of the wider world.

 

 

Suggestions for living a life of radical impact

 

 Address any spiritual    dissonance    in your own life.

 

 Engage with    God    in deep, powerful relationship.

 

 Cooperate with God to bring redemption into your every day life. 

 

    Dream    with God as to how he would use your talents to serve the wider world.

 

 

 

Questions for further thought

* Have you ever felt like Christians are “sheltered” people?

* If you are a Christian, have you ever felt the temptation to withdraw from the wider world?

* Why would one feel tempted to do so?

* Why is it important for us to look at our beliefs and the way we live to make sure we are living authentic faith?

* Review Matthew 28.18-20 : What is the message and mission of the church?

* What does Acts 1.8 tell us about powerful connection to God?


-  How does this related to Jesus model in John 15?

* What do you notice are characteristics of the community in Acts 2.42-47?  

- What does that say about how we are to live today?

* How might you further engage with God in deeper relationship?

- How might you further cooperate with God?

Resources for further reading & study

* Jesus Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell

* Repenting of Religion by Greg Boyd

* Surprised by Hope by NT Wright

 

































































































