· I am really excited to be here.

· Starting a series today called NotChristian   
· Which I am extremely excited for.  Lots of buzz after last week’s introduction.  
· Might seem a little strange that a church would have a message series titled this
· But, Christianity has an image problem.
· Interesting and indicting book that came out a few years back that prompted my thinking.

· UnChristian by David Kinneman, Barna group – renown researchers & pollsters

· How do those in the US that outside the church view Christians?

· 38% of those outside the church have “bad impression” of Christians

· Christianity has a negative image and is not s/t want to be part of

· Up from 1996 when only 15% had a bad impression.

· One half, have what they would consider “distain” for evangelicals.

· When asked to further discuss why this detain these young outsiders

· They are prideful and have oversized egos and opinions.

· QUOTE, as out outsider put it (page 26) “Most people I meet assume that Christian means very conservative, entrenched in their thinking, antigay, antichoice, angry, violent, illogical, empire builders; they want to convert everyone and they generally cannot live peacefully with anyone who does not believe what they believe.”

· Kinneman, page 26,  “Christians are primarily perceived for what they stand against.  They have become famous for what they oppose, rather than what they are for.”

· Most common perceptions of present-day Christianity are anti-homosexual (held by 91%), judgmental (87%) and hypocrical (85%), sheltered, too political & pushing their beliefs on others.

· Wow, are we doing a good job or what?

· Not just with those outside the church feeling this paradox.  

· One third of Christians poled say that the way that way other Christians act make them embarrassed to be a Christian.

· Reluctant to admit they are Christian, not because they are embarrassed of Jesus, but because of negative stereotype associated the way Christians act.
· Why are we doing this series. 
· Explore some of the ways that those outside the church have view Christians. 

· Helps to point out the dissonance between Christians’ actions and Jesus’ teachings.
· We want to listen to our friends outside the church, take it seriously.  
· Goal:  In order to learn, grow and recapture a kinder, more authentic faith.

· You may consider inviting a friend :: SEE INVITE CARD IN WEEKLY

· A few key assumptions:
· There is some dissonance between Jesus’ teachings and some Christians’ lives.  

· Survey points this out well.

· Instead of being offended at these perceptions or ignoring them.

· We are going to listen to our friends outside the church

· Because they are helping to call us out on places where disconnect.
· There is a difference between Jesus teachings or authentic Christianity 

· And the way that some Christians act, live their lives.  
· It is important to 

· There is a difference between good faith and bad faith.

· Bad faith – repressive, harmful

· Good faith –

· Each of us is responsible for our own beliefs and the way we live.
· For those of us who are Christians, listen to these criticisms.

· Examine our lives and see where we have been guilty of this.

· Apologize for harming others by our actions.

· Recapture a truer, more authentic faith.
· By studying Jesus teachings and lives of early followers.
· We remain faithful to Jesus, rather than a culture of Christianity.

· What we believe and how we live as a result.

· We want to live as part of the solution.
· Easy to be cynical and give up on “the church” 

· We don’t want to throw out the baby with the bathwater.

· Recapture a truer, more authentic faith

· Christians responsibility to represent God as good as can to wider world.

· We don’t want to remain cynical or give up.

· We want our lives to 
· Today, I want to address one of these criticisms OR areas of dissonance

· Christians are sheltered people
· One of the criticisms that those outside the church has 
· Christians are out of touch (picture of “sheltered” boy)  PICTURE OF AMISH GUY

· IF YOU WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN, have to become this guy
· Outsiders see Christians as out of tough with real-world choices, challenges and lifestyles.
· See Christianity as old-fashioned, offering archaic outdated ideas for life.

· Only 1/5 believe that Christianity will lead to a better, more fulfilling life.
· Christianity is lacking spiritual mystery & vitality

· Christianity seen as a religion that has a set of rules and standards.

· Rather than an encounter with a mysterious, awesome, powerful God.

· So, Christianity seen as flat, dull and boring.

· Insulated from thinking

· Christians are also perceived as insulated from thinking deeply about real issues in the world. 

· Many doubt that Christianity boosts intellect or provides relevant solutions to complex and difficult problems the world faces today.

· Instead, Christianity is viewed as giving simplistic answers, painting the world in black and white instead of endless shades of gray.

· One person interviewed said, “Christianity stifles curiosity. People become unwilling to face their doubts and questions. It makes people brain-dead.” (UnChristian, 123)
· “A faith that does not effectively address convoluted and thorny issues (is) out of tune with a generation asking big questions and expressing candid doubts. Spirituality that is merely focused on ‘dos and don’ts’ rings hollow.”  (UnChristian, 126)
· They are living in their own world.  
· A fourts facet of this perception is that Christians are living in their own world. They are out of touch with real life. Christians have their own Christian bubble with their own insider language.

· Another person interviewed said this about Christians: “So many Christians are caught up in the Christian subculture and are completely closed off from the world. We go to church on Wednesdays, Sundays and sometimes on Saturdays. We attend small group on Tuesday night and serve on the Sunday school advisory board, the financial committee, and the welcoming committee. We go to barbecues with our Christian friends and plan group outings. We are closed off from the world. (UnChristian, 130)
· Because we want to listen to these critiques, figure out if there is a dissonance.

· Today I want to talk about how we can rediscover and recapture the mission of Christianity– Living a life of radical impact in our world.
· Do that by looking at some of Jesus teaching and the life of earliest followers

· Make some observations and offer some suggestions

· Text 1 :: Matthew 28:18-20  (ALL SCRIPTURE TEXTS IN HANDOUT TOO).
· 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
· The very mission of the church is to “go out” and engage the wider world.

· Jesus instruction to his earliest followers was to “GO”.

· He did not want them in any way to remain in one place.

· Keep what he had given to them only for them.

· Consistent message through scripture was that what God up to in Jesus

· Was in no way for just a specific or special people group. - tribalism 
· It was for everyone – all nations, all peoples, all areas.
· OT REFERENCE?
· The message of the church is that God is at work redeeming the world.  

· As they went and engaged themselves with the wider world.

· Jesus instructed them to share God’s message with everyone.

· The message that

· God loves all people and wants them to know Him.

· That ,on a large scale, God is at work repairing any ways the world broken

· All pain, all heartache, all injustice, all fear, all rebellion

· That we can experience freedom from any pollution in our hearts.

· Any anger, lust, bitterness, racism

· And have our guilt washed away.

· That he wants to give us purpose and joy in our lives.

· Connect our deepest passions with the needs of the wider world.
· God is at work redeeming everything in Jesus, 
· Text 2 :: Acts 1:8

· 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

· God invites us to powerful, mysterious connection to him.

· Jesus did not come to start some club or subculture or religious system.

· He came to teach us how to connect with the God of Universe.

· Tell us that we could have actual connection to mysterious & powerful God.
· “You will receive Power”
· When Christianity becomes a religion or a sub-culture

· It looses all of its power, mystery, wonder. creativity, life

· Religion – sterile system of rules to follow, practices to obey.

· I am looking for mystery, wonder, power.

· Sub-Culture – Christianity for certain people that look certain way

· For example rich, white, Republicans

· What if I am not that?

· At the heart of this is the God who invites us to experience him.

· Be overwhelmed because too mysterious, powerful and untamable.
· IL – Why I am a follower of Jesus – Open up to experience him.

· With me in fears, difficulty.  Purpose.  Life when cant wake up

· Mystery,
· He calls his followers to rightly represent him to the wider world.

· He tells them that all followers of Jesus to be his “witnesses” as they live

· Live from that place of powerful connection & simply reflect him.  

· This is why this series is so vital, because, for the most part, wider world has a bad image of Christianity.

· Listening to their criticisms and realizing that many of them spot on.

· If we are to be the re-present or reflect God to wider world

· We are doing a terrible job! 
· Christians are called to humbly yield their lives to reflect the God they serve

· Text 3 :: Acts 2:42-47

· 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
· Together, they created a community that was spiritually vibrant.
· V. 42 They pursued God together as a community.

· They remained focused on the things that Jesus taught them to do
· Their spiritual life and their faith were really important to them.

· Because knew that only live, make an impact if that in tact.

· V.  43 Result was God’s power coming among them to do incredible things.

· Healing for sick and emotionally broken.

· Other powerful miracles that both inside and outside “church” saw
· They created a welcoming, diverse community, marked by love.
· Their community was not exclusive in any way; not a club, not bubble.

· They were careful not to have insiders / outsiders; use language.

· Anyone and everyone was welcomed in at any time = no pre-recs.

· Jews, Greeks, Romans, Barbarians, Women, Men, Kids

· Cool, because we all need real friendships.

· The church is to be a place where we welcome others in to our lives.

· Pursue & develop lasting friendships with a diverse group of people.

· Cultivate lasting friendships – raise kids, hang on weekend, share life.
· It was marked by radical love

· Talked about this last week – main, defining characteristic of FOJ Love

· What are Christians to look like, be like, act like?   Marked by LOVE
· They were generous and connected to the needs of the wider world.
· They were engaged with their world, informed of issues and needs around 
· There was serious poverty in Jerusalem at this time.

· People starving, families without clothes, resources.

· They faced the cold, hard reality of the poverty that existed around
· They dreamed about what they could do to help out.
· V. 45  They gave to anyone in the local area who had need and approached them.
· They even went as far as to sell all of their own good to give.
· Ancient Document that talks about how surprised one local ruler was that Christians were helping to meet the practical needs of their world – by caring for the poor and sick.
· Question – How can we more effectively engage with needs of our world?
· Look around to the practical needs of our neighborhood, city world
Suggestions for living a life of radical impact
· Address any spiritual dissonance in your own life.

· Christians, ways that you think or living that see as incorrect as look at Scripture

· As you take responsibility for your own faith, want to live authentic faith.

· Not a Christian, yet have a hunger inside of you to connect with God deeper.

· We invite you to explore God along side us.

· Maybe consider the SEEK course coming up.  
· Engage with God in deep, powerful relationship.
· If you are from Christian background = Don’t relegate to following cultural Christianity or a religious system.
· God invites us to pursue him, open ourselves up to more of him.

· Hunger to experience him in powerful, profound ways.  
· If you are not a Christian, realize that God is awesome and powerful and wants dynamic ongoing relationship with you.
· Cooperate with God to bring redemption into your every day life.

· Opportunities all around us to bring healing, joy, life, encouragement.

· To be generous, loving, kind, forgiving, 
· The little moments make a huge difference.
· Surrender the different areas of your life to God, asking him to lead, direct you.

· Yield our time, schedule, resources = make available to God to use.
· At home moms – love your kids well, develop friendship with neighbors

· Network some of the moms in your area.
· As God to open your eyes to the possibilities that already all around you.

· We don’t need to go anywhere else, just need to have eyes opened.

· Dream with God as to how he would use your talents to serve the wider world.
· Who has he created you to be?  What talents has he given you?

· How could these potentially be used by God to meet the needs?

· Handy guys in our church – helping single mom finish off her house.

· Engineers helping to solve water and food issues in our world.

· Veronica – 

· Jessica – 

· Retired people coming along side younger parents, single parents raise kids

· Questions for further thought

· Have you ever felt like Christians are “sheltered” people?

· If you are a Christian, have you ever felt the temptation to withdraw from the wider world?

· Why would one feel tempted to do so?

· Why is it important for us to look at our beliefs and the way we live to make sure we are living authentic faith?

· Review Matthew 28:18-20 : What is the message and mission of the church?

· What does Acts 1:8 tell us about powerful connection to God?

· How does this related to Jesus model in John 15?

· What do you notice are characteristics of the community in Acts 2:42-47?  

· What doest that say about how we are to live today?

· How might you further engage with God in deeper relationship?

· How might you further cooperate with God 
Resources for further reading & study

· Jesus Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell

· Repenting of Religion by Greg Boyd

· Surprised by Hope by NT Wright

