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NotChristian 2 :: NotHypocritical
The Freedom of Radical Honesty

Pastor Ryan Bauers 

September 19, 2010
TEXT :: I John 1.5-9 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

 

· God helps us to become    honest    with ourselves.  

 

We see how    broken    we are as people compared to God’s perfection.

 

 

· Radical honesty connects us to    God   .
 


What is Christianity? 

 



We cannot    earn    our way to God.  (Galatians 3.3, 5.1)

 



God is more interested in deep transformation of our 






   heart    than our external actions.  (Mathew 23.13-30)  

 



We are    loved    by God despite our brokenness.  (Romans 5.8)

 

 

· Radical honesty allows God to free us from our sin and false    identity   .

 

 

· Radical honesty allows genuine connection to other    people   .

 


We can only deeply connect with others when we are    genuine   .

 


We can only deeply connect to others when we are honest about and apologize for our 
   failures   . 

 



Christians should get really good at being honest and open about their 



failures and apologizing to others who were affected by them.

 

 

Why might we be tempted not to live honestly? 

· It is    inconvenient    to practice authentic Christianity.

 

 

· We think we are inherently better or more    righteous    than others.

 

 

· We are afraid of people    finding        out    who we really are.

 

 

· We don’t make time for honest    relationships    and interactions.

 

 

Suggestions for finding freedom in a life of radical honesty.

·    Engage    with God to receive his security and transformation.

 

 

· Make regular time to be honest with    yourself   .

 

 

· Cultivate one or two deep    friendships    where you can share everything.

 

 

 

 

Questions for further discussion

* Have you ever heard people say that Christians are hypocritical?

* What does hypocrite mean to you?

* Have you ever felt yourself living as a hypocrite?  In what way?

* Read Matthew 23.13-30 :: What does Jesus have to say to religious fakers?

* Reread 1 John 1.5-8

* What does verse 5 say about who God is?


- What does it mean that God is “light”?

* What does verse 6 say about our interaction with God?


- What does it mean to you that honesty leads to connection with God?

* What does verse 7 say are the byproducts of being honest?


- Why is honesty a key part in receiving God’s forgiveness?


- Why is honesty a key part in relationships with others?

* What do you feel led to do as a result of what you have discovered today?

Resources for further reading & study

Jesus Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell

Repenting of Religion by Greg Boyd

Surprised by Hope by NT Wright

 

































































































