· In 1986 evangelist Jimmy Swaggart began to attack two other televangelist named Marvin Gorman and Jim Bakker.  He uncovered Gormans’ affair with a member of Gorman’s congregation and also helped to expose Bakker’s infidelity.  Gorman then retaliated by hiring private investigator to uncover Swaggart’s own adultery with a number of prostitutes.  

· Four years ago in November 2006, a scandal hit the newsstands that a man named Ted Haggard, who was the pastor of New Life Church and the President of the National Association of Evangelicals, had regularly been visiting a male prostitute who also provided him with methamphetamines.  He later admitted to these and other affairs with random male prostitutes.

· I don’t know about you, but that makes me sick, sad, angry, scared same time.

· How does this happen.

· Why, living a false identity, rather than being honest and authentic.

· Series called NotChristian
· Exploring some of the most common ways that people outside the church have pointed out that Christians don’t act like Christians.
· Doing this because a lot of these criticisms are true.  
· Want to be honest about some of these so we can steer clear.

· Learn, grow and recapture and truer and more authentic faith. 
· One of areas of dissonance is that Christians are hypocrites.

· 85% of those outside church say that Christians “hypocritical”
· Perception is Christians say or even preach one thing, but do another.

· 84% of outsiders knew a Christian personally, only 15% saw difference in their life.

· Knew a Christians personally and see all sorts of inconsistency in life

· In image is everything world, Christians play the same game of trying to put best face forward.
· Term hypocrite comes from classical Greek and refers to an actor on stage.

· The actors wore masks portraying different roles that they played.

· In literature also referred to anyone who practiced deceit.

· Term that Jesus used 17 times in the NT.

· Used it when confronting the religious people about dissonance in life.  
· If Jesus was opposed to Christians living as hypocrites, this false religiosity

· How can we avoid being hypocrites?  How live authentic faith?  
· How can we experience the power and freedom of radical honesty?
TEXT :: I John 1:5-9 (PUT TEXT IN HANDOUT AND ON SCREEN)
· God helps us to become honest with ourselves.  

· The message that John and disciples heard from Jesus and are sharing with us
· God is light, in him there is no darkness at all.

· God is true, authentic, real
· Everything good, beautiful, loving
· God has no part with darkness – that which false, evil, perverse.

· Anything that pollutes – lust, greed, arrogance, hatred.  
· God’s goodness, purity and truth shows us as people ways that we are broken

· Compared to his complete goodness and purity, we can look a bit dingy

· God is kind all the time.  We show kindness to people easy too.

· God is loving all the time.  Our love is conditional.

· God is patient all the time.  We blow it with our kids.
· God is selfless.  We are selfish and look out for own interest first
· Light has this way of shining into a situation and making in much clearer.

· IL   Bought a house, wanted to paint living room.

· Paint store, looked at swatch there = good.

· I go to paint, Krista shows up “that’s not the color”

· TWICE :: Finally, bought paint samples.

· Compared to one another, brought color out.

· We see how broken we are as people compared to God’s perfection.
· V. 8 If we pretend that we do not have any darkness in us, we are lying

· It’s ok that we are not perfect, we just have to be honest about it

· We are not as good as we say we are or pretend to be.

· We don’t always do the good that we want to do.

· We cheat, lie, treat other poorly, judge, hold grudges

· Our comparison with God brings us back down to earth.

· So we can be honest that we do fail some times. 

· Radical honesty connects us to God.

· If we have a desire to connect with God in some way

· Because he is a God of light, purity, truth & honesty

· We have to be honest about any darkness in our own lives. 

· V. 6 If we claim that we are one of God’s own, Christian, 
· And yet walk in darkness = pretend, fake it, try to look better than are 

· Minimize ways we hurt others, live false identity.
· We don’t or can’t have any fellowship with God / no connection to God

· Because we living a lie and not being truthful and God is truth 

·  What is Christianity?    (How do we connect with God).  
· Polled :: What is the priority of your Christian faith (what most VIP?)

· What #1 answer?  Being good, doing right thing, not sinning

· True that Jesus calls Christians to be different people

· What God doing in us should be reflected in lifestyle.

· If way Christians act is the primary focus

· The temptation is to give a false pretense of holiness.

· To try to appear better than really are to others.
· And make Christianity about doing right for God.
· TS – If focus not about being good, doing right
· What is the message of Christianity?

· We cannot earn our way to God.  (Galatians 3:3, 5:1)

· The message of Jesus is that we could not earn our way to God, so he came to us in and through Jesus.  

· He made the initiative to draw us close to him

· All we have to do is respond to God’s invitation for relationship and we are “in” with God.  

· Knowing that we can never earn our way to God sets us free from doing religious activities to earn God’s approval.

· He releases us from the endless striving to meet God’s standards.

· That whole system of trying to appear better than others  

· Appear really holy and perfect before God

· God is more interested in deep transformation of our heart than our external actions.  (Mathew 23:13-30)

· Matthew 23, Jesus rebuke of religious leaders

· Doing all the right things on the outside

· Yet their hearts are filled with pollution.
· Jesus is concerned about the substance of our faith.

· Our thoughts, attitudes, motives, when none look

· SURVEY :: One survey among Christians found a difference in how many Bibles they owned, how much they attended church meetings and how much money they donated to the church.

· But they found little to no difference in other lifestyle choices. The Christians were just as likely to have gambled, visited a pornographic website, take something that did not belong to them, consult a psychic, physically fight or abuse someone, consume enough alcohol to be legally drunk, to have said something that was not true, to have gotten back at someone for something they did or said, to have said mean things behind another person’s back. In these things there was no difference.  None
· Why is this the case?  

· Christians are playing a role, rather than engaging with God for deep transformation of their hearts. 

· Christians are just trying to BE better on our own.

· Rather than admitting our faults to God

· And asking him to change us inside out.  
· We are loved by God despite our brokenness.  (Romans 5:8)
· “While we were still sinners, Jesus died for us.”

· Knowing that I am completely and utterly loved by God,

· Even in the face of all of those secret sins that only he fully knows about

· Produces an incredible amount of security in my life.

· I can go to him, no matter what, with whatever I am facing and share honestly and openly with him.

· Without fear of being rejected by Him.

· Also, produces security that don’t have to prove myself to others.

· If honest with God and a few close friends, don’t care what anyone else may say.  
· Radical honesty allows God to free us from our sin and false identity.

· V. 7  If we walk in the light [choose to walk in honesty]

· Two things happen 1. Connects to one another 2. Freed from sin.

· When we are honest about what is really going on inside.

· When we chose lifestyle of radical authenticity, hide nothing from God

· That’s when he can come and free us from our sin.

· Because we recognize that we need help to get out of our mess.

· I am not who I say I am all the time.
· There is a dissonance between how I want to act and how I do
· I fall short in certain areas of my life, fairly regularly.
· Admitting that we need outside help to deal with our sin is powerful.  

· IL Hermosa beach surfing.  We don’t need help.  DANGER

· We’re fine!  Wave them off.  We’re fine!  WE ARE NOT FINE

· Told us how to swim diagonally against the rip current.

· Safely to shore.

· When we recognize that we are not who we say we are all the time.

· And realize that we need outside help and cry out to God

· That is when he can come in and deal, in our honesty, with any pollution that is in our hearts.  
· Radical honesty allows genuine connection to other people.

· We live in an image is everything culture.
· Appearance is much more important than what actually are.

· No better example than Facebook
· Best photo, poetic tag line (plagiarized most of the time)

· I like all the coolest indie bands, 

· V. 7 If we walk in honesty, then we have connection to others.
· Living authentically directly affects the relationships around us.

· Our families, friends, co-workers, neighbors, strangers in grocery store.
· We can only deeply connect with others when we are genuine.

· If all we are is false and all we do is portray someone that we not

· It’s impossible to have real connection with another human.
· As we begin to live out of the security of how God sees us 

· And we pursue honesty to the deepest parts of our life

· We find deeper and more genuine connections with others.

· They know us for who we really are and love us anyway.  

· Then, together, we create a community, called the church, 

· Where we can be absolutely honest with one another and love each other for who we really are.

· We can only deeply connect to others when we are honest about and apologize for our failures. 

· Part of what those outside the church criticize Christians for is PRETENDING that they never mess up.

· No one thinks that all people are perfect – especially Christians.

· It’s when Christians aren’t real about their faults

· Pretending that they are superhuman and don’t struggle with anything at all, that people get annoyed.  ARE YOU HUMAN

· And then, don’t apologize when we do mess up that breaks relationship with those around us.

· Pretend that what we did does not matter.
· Like we can just get away with it without owning up to it.
· Christians should get really good at being honest and open about their failures and apologizing to others who were affected by them.
· IL – Important to Krista and I, apologize to our kids.

· Apologize to coworker, family member, friend, spouse you wronged.

Why might we be tempted not to live honestly?
· It is inconvenient to practice authentic Christianity.

· It is easier to talk the talk than to walk the walk.  

· Put on a good show for everyone, pretending to be righteous, rather than dealing honestly with the junk inside us.  
· Genuine Christianity requires brutal honesty with self, others and God.

· Take time to reflect on how we are doing.  

· Build friendship to share honestly other.  

· Invite God to come in and transform us on an ongoing basis.  

· Can feel easier and simpler to just try to pretend.

· But, all we are doing is living a lie.  

· No one wants to do that.

· We think we are inherently better or more righteous than others.

· Maybe we have been fooled that our problems, failures, the way hurt others

· Not really that bad.  Or at least not as bad compared to someone else.
· And we don’t have to admit to them or be honest about them.  
· One of the things that Jesus railed against the most were religious people

· Who were prideful, arrogant and self-righteous.
· Walked around acting holier than thou, pretending did not have problems.
· If we are honest with ourselves, recognize that we are all broken in ways.

· We all cheat, steal, lie, hold grudges, dislike certain people, 
· This reminds us that we are not better than anyone else or more righteous  
· We are afraid of people finding out who we really are.

· We don’t want people to see grime in our hearts; what behind closed doors.

· How short our temper, how often jealous, hold grudges, prejudices we have, our impatience, our greed and lack of generosity.

· But, what if those sitting around you have their own junk that dealing with?

· They look nice on the outside, but imagine what going on on inside. 

· What if I was not concerned about your junk because I have my own?  
· Create a safe space for one another to share honestly, finally get it out.

· IL – Why I love the LG here at HC.  

· Gather, be real, yet not allow to continue, pray, encourage.
· We don’t make time for honest relationships and interactions.

· For the most part, we live such busy lives – very little down time to reflect.

· So we don’t even honestly know how we are doing.

· Have not taken time to regularly look inside, dialogue with God.

· We don’t take time to gather with one or two other people on a regular basis who we can be honest with and who can hold us accountable.

· Lot’s of superficial relationships where no one really knows us.

· Don’t build friendship and trust enough to truly be ourselves.

Suggestions for finding freedom in a life of radical honesty.
· Engage with God to receive his security and transformation.

· Receive his encouragement “I love you for who you are, period”

· When you know that you are fully loved by him = security = total honesty

· Bring to him any pollution in your own heart and ask for change.
· Ask him to change the deep matters of the heart.  
· Make regular time to be honest with yourself.

· Time daily to reflect on how you are really doing.  
· What is really going on beneath the surface?
· Is there anger, bitterness, fear, loneliness, greed, lust?
· Are you living authentically or have you been putting on a front?
· How have you been living?
· Have you been kind, loving, making peace, serving others, forgiving?
· Are there people that you have hurt that you need to apologize to?
· Cultivate one or two deep friendships where you can share everything.

· Building friendships where you feel safe to share everything takes time.

· But it is so worth while doing

· If married, cultivate a relationship where there are no secrets.

· In addition healthy to have one or two friends of same sex

· Have someone that is there for you and you for them.

· Share everything with, keep accountable, pray for and encourage you.
· Review ::  Living a life of honest produces a great amount of freedom in our lives. 

· We become connected to God.  We become connected to others.

· We receive forgiveness for ways that we fall short.  Freedom from false identity.
Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
STAND

· Pray :: Come and meet us powerfully.  We respond to what you are saying to us

· Response 
· Realize that you have lived as a hypocrite in some areas of your life.

· Trying to appear before God or others more better than really are.

· Come honestly before God today with all faults and failure knowing he loves you

· I want to pursue a life of radical honesty so I can experience god’s freedom.  
· Questions for further discussion

· Have you ever heard people say that Christians are hypocritical?

· What does hypocrite mean to you?

· Have you ever felt yourself living as a hypocrite?  In what way?

· Read Matthew 23:13-30 :: What does Jesus have to say to religious fakers?

· Reread 1 John 1:5-8

· What does verse 5 say about who God is?

· What does it mean that God is “light”?

· What does verse 6 say about our interaction with God?

· What does it mean to you that honesty leads to connection with God?

· What does verse 7 say are the byproducts of being honest?

· Why is honesty a key part in receiving God’s forgiveness?

· Why is honesty a key part in relationships with others?
· What do you feel led to do as a result of what you have discovered today?
Resources for further reading & study

· Jesus Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell

· Repenting of Religion by Greg Boyd

· Surprised by Hope by NT Wright

