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NotChristian 4 :: Not"Anti-Homosexual"

Love Is Our Orientation

Pastor Ryan Bauers 

October 03, 2010

TEXT :: 1 John 4.7-12 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

 

 

Love is to be the main defining    characteristic    of Christians.

 

 

What does love look like?

 

 Jesus’ life was the ultimate    expression    of love.

 

 

 Love is    kind   , empathetic and respectful.

 

 

 Love is aligning our self with and defending people who are    oppressed   .

 


- Jesus identifies with and    aches    with anyone who is oppressed. 

 

 Should a Christian be anti-anyone?

 

 

Jesus is to be the central    focus    for Christians.  

 

What exactly did Jesus come to do?

 

 To invite us into the best possible    life   .

 

 To set us free from any    pollution    in our hearts

 

 To directly connect us with the living    God   .

 To take away any barrier that would    separate    us from God.
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 To connect us with    others   .

 

 

 

Questions for further discussion

Discussion Ground rules: The purpose of this discussion is to elevate the conversation to a point where larger themes are being discussed and applied.  At no point during this conversation is anyone to judge, accuse or stereotype GLBT people.

* Why is love to be the main defining characteristic of Christians?


- Has this been the case?


- How have you seen Christians violate this?

* Reread 1 John 4.7-12


- What do you notice it saying about love?


- What is love?  (1 Corinthians 13.4-7)


- Why is love important?  (John 13.35)  


- How can we display these characteristics to everyone?

* Why is Jesus to remain the main focus as Christians?

* Why is leading with a “position” on something destructive some times?

* Do we have to change before we come to God, or can we come as we are?


- If you remember the concept:  Discuss Bounded Set vs. Centered Set faith

How can we better make 1 John 4:12 become a reality? 

Resources for further reading & study

Love Is An Orientation by Andrew Marin 

