· We’ve been doing this series for the past 4 weeks, called NotChristian that popular

· Exciting to hear the feedback from some of you, what you realizing.

· Looking at some of the ways that Christians’ actions don’t match Jesus’ teaching.

· Not sheltered – living a life of radical impact.  Not hypocritical – the freedom of radical honesty, Not Judgmental – Benefits of extending love and mercy to every one.  

· Today looking at topic “Are Christians Against Homosexuals.”
· In a nation wide pole, people outside the church were given a list.

· What describes Christians best?

· 91% of those polled replied, “Christians are Anti-Homosexual.

· Not only objecting to lifestyle

· But also harboring irrational fear and unmerited scorn toward

· I want to take some time to address this topic today :: few thoughts first.
· First off, welcome any of our friends from the GLBT community.

· Second, speak carefully today, as not to intentionally offend

· Forgive me if I say something that offends you in some way.  
· Third, there is some difficulty in trying to boil a major, hot button issue

· Into a 35 minute talk – things skirted over, things left out.

· PURPOSE – to open the door for us to talk about as church community.

· Invite our friends in the GLBT community into discussion.  
· Take a look at a particular passage in the Bible that I think will help address this.
TEXT :: 1 John 4:7-12

· 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
· Offer two main thoughts and a few thoughts regarding each of those.  
Love is to be the main defining characteristic of Christians.
· Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

· Those who exemplify the characteristics of love in their life are those who are truly God’s children.  
· V. 8 Whoever does not love, does not know God for God’s nature is love  

· John repeats a theme that addressed throughout scripture.

· Luke 6 : Love everyone, even enemies.  Don’t judge.  Don’t condemn.

· John 13:35  “People will know that you my followers if love one another.”
· What does love look like?

· Jesus life was the ultimate expression of love.

· V.9 God showed his love to us by Jesus coming to offer us life.  
· The whole message of God, through Jesus was that we are valuable to him.

· Each one of us has eternal value in God’s eyes.

· Our main identity before God is that each of us his children.

· This is profound because we all need validation as people.

· We want to know that we are “OK”.
· Look for validation from other individuals, groups, culture. 

· Find identify based on what I can produce, how attractive I am, what I can contribute, whether I fit stereotypes.
· Only true validation comes from God speaking our worth

· Apart from what we do, what we produce, what we are.

· Invitation to live from a place of higher identity,

· Who God says I am, rather than who community or other people say that I am or I am by what I can produce or how I look or what I can give.  

· We hear God speaking his identity to us through close, personal relationship with him – the God who loves us.  
· Love is kind, empathetic and respectful.

· 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (TEXT IN NOTES) 
· Patient, kind, not rude, not proud, not self seeking

· Kind

· It treats others the way they would wan to be treated.

· It is not rude to others, does not defend itself, 

· Not put others down to make it feel better. 

· Empathetic
· We judge and stereotype without getting to know others.
· Christian community has been guilt of doing this to GLBT community.

· QUOTE : “The Christian community has only ever known one way to handle same-sex sexual behavior: take a stand and keep a distance.”  Andrew Marin “Love Is An Orientation.  

· Love invites us to see another person through their eyes,

· Listen to them, hear their story, walk in their shoes.

· Try to understand what life like for them, what been through.

· Those who not in GLBT community understand what like for them

· How much rejection, how much pain, how rude treated.

· A good portion of the time by people who call Christians. 

· Respectful 
· Values each person as an awesome Child of God.  PERIOD.

· If everyone is valuable, precious to God

· Who are we to treat anyone, less that respectfully!

· IL – Friend of mine, who lesbian, Cold Stone, “Are you a lesbian?  

· That’s disgusting.”  People look at me like they are disgusted.  
· I literally burst into tears, “I am so sorry”
· We need to question stereotypes that have been handed down to us by the broader culture and the Christian culture that are not respectful, kind or loving.  
· Jokes and labels and phrases and impersonations – NOT FUNNY
· Treat everyone and anyone with respect, value and honor.  
· Love is aligning our self with and defending people who are oppressed.  
· Christians have taken what they have called sin

· And ostracized an entire group of people as a result.

· Is this how Christians should act?  Even if they do think it SIN?
· Their sin = their person
· One thing that I love about Jesus, hung around with and defended 

· Oppressed, marginalized, those who were ostracized by religious

· Tax collectors, poor, sick, hurting, those who attacked.

· As one woman in the GLBT community said  “I don’t believe that society casts us off because of God.  What is different makes people uncomfortable, and in order to hurt us, they needed a cause.  I believe religion was the cause they . . . decided to stand behind to cover the real issues: the issue that my sexuality makes people squirm.”  
· Jesus identifies with and aches with anyone who is oppressed. 
· Isaiah 53:  He was despised and rejected by men

· A man of sorrows, familiar with suffering.
· Minority race, conquered land, grew up homeless and poor, 
· Jesus came as the ultimate lightning rod for the hatred of difference as he became the faultless model for those who are a part of the abnormal.  He was despised and rejected and sill his life made room for all of us who choose to walk a countercultural path.  
· If you have ever felt left out, oppressed, Jesus totally understands that and is with you in that.
· Should a Christian be anti-anyone?

· Based on what we just talked about, What would you say?

· V. 7b Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.

· That’s pretty clear.    Being ANTI anyone does not fit in with this.

· Especially when Jesus says, love even your enemies.  The extreme love.
· These people on TV waving the “God hates fags” signs

· I will not let them speak for me any longer.

· I will speak for myself and say : They are not living like Christian.

· We are called to love everyone and anyone.  PERIOD.  

Jesus is to be the central focus for Christians.  

· Jesus is the main thing.  He is what Christianity all about.

· Problem has become that Christianity in US has become cultural, political entity.

· Christianity in US become something other than what Jesus had in mind – taught

· Do Christians even know what Jesus said?

· AP – Article : atheists know more about Christian faith average Christian
· What exactly did Jesus come to do?

· To invite us into the best possible life.
· V. 9  Sent his son that we might have “eternal life” through him.

· John 10:10  “I have come that you may have life to it’s fullest.”

· God wants us to have amazing lives through him.

· Peace in our hearts, purpose, real joy, loved for who we are, best sex life ever, successful in jobs, good relationships

· He has awesome things in store for us.  
· To set us free from any pollution in our hearts

· THEOLOGICAL  V.  10 “Atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

· Anything that would separate us from God or others.

· Anything that would prevent us from living best possible life.

· Prejudice, fear, lust, selfishness, pride, control, 

· Supernatural power to live the best possible life.

· Not just have to hack it on our own

· IL - Why I am not a Buddhist.

· I tried, but I was powerless to change on own.

· To directly connect us with the living God.  

· Through Jesus, we can be directly connected to God.

· May experience him small part in painting, nature, relationships

· We can experience him, be connected to him in relationship

· Where he speaks to us – guides us into best life.

· He makes himself near to us – never alone.  

· Problem is that some Christians forget this.

· Make something other than being connected to God main point.

· Forget that God is able to speak to each individual 

· What is best for their own life.

· Tell others what they should or should not do.

· Judge where they are at.  Try to change them.
· Act morally superior – this is why you should do.
· “It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict, God’s job to judge and my job to love.”  Rev. Dr Billy Graham.  

· WE need to trust other people’s ability to hear from God.

· Each of us is responsible for the way we live our lives.

· Give people time for process of connecting to God, patient.

·  “The way forward is not a debate on the Bible’s statements about same-sex sexual behavior but a discussion of how to have an intimate, real, conversational relationship with the Father & Judge."  Andrew Marin

· To take away any barrier that would separate us from God.

· Christians confuse the message of God

· Change first, clean up then come to God
· Become this or that, change this or that THEN come.
· Jesus - Come to God, anyone, just as you are.

· He loves you, values you, has a great life for you.

· This is why making a POSITION on issues like homosexuality problematic.

· They distract us from the main point of Christianity.

· Connection to Jesus.

· Barrier that keeps people out rather than draw people in.
· If you have blue hair, you are out – tattoos, spiky hair.
· Centered Set vs. Bounded Set.  (( DO WE STILL HAVE THIS DIAGRAM))
· Bounded = who’s in, who’s out.  
· Centered Set = pursuing God, connecting to Jesus is main focus.
· IL – I have talked with several people from GLBT community.

· I want to connect with church, explore spirituality, God, Jesus.

· But I am afraid of what will happen when I attend church.

· Stares, judgments, people telling them to change.

· “I want a safe place to explore God with people who will treat me like a human. “  
· THIS IS TERRIBLE!
· We need to fight to create a safe place here at HC where anyone explore

· Deal with any barriers to people’s safety in our own hearts.
· As a community, with GLBT folks to help us, make comfortable.
· To connect us with others.
· When we keep Jesus the main thing, he unites people behind him.

· People from all backgrounds and walks of life 

· Brought TOGETHER, not divided

· Creates a safe place where anyone and everyone welcomed to come explore God along side of us.  

· V. 12  When we love one another, God’s love made manifest in us.

· We become a community where God’s love put on display.

· Others are drawn in to experience God’s love in us.

· Begin a meaningful conversation, have meaningful dialogue between GLBT community and Christian community.

Review = It is clear from Jesus’ teaching that those of us who Christians are:
· To be marked by love for all people.  PERIOD

· To see the beauty and worth of all people.

· To display love that’s kind, respectful, empathetic.

· To defend those who have been marginalized and oppressed.

· To keep Jesus as their main focus.

· To live connected to the living God and invite others to do so.

· To keep Christianity about loving and being loved by Jesus and not positions. 

· To break down barriers that would separate people from God.

· To be drawn together in unity behind Jesus with his vision for a community of love.
Sincere apology to GLBT community for the ways that other Christians / we have acted.

· I am so sorry that some Christians have treated you poorly.

· I am so sorry that you have felt that people think you are disgusting.

· I am so sorry that people have hated you for who you are.
· You are welcome here to explore God along side of us.

· We won’t be prefect, but we are really going to do our best.  
Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
STAND

· Pray :: Come and meet us powerfully.  We respond to what you are saying to us

· Response 
· I have been judgmental toward others who not like me = Forgive me God.

· Lay that down today so you are freed from cycle of judgment

· I have been guilty of spiritual pride / feeling morally superior to others

· God, I ask you to honestly show me the log in my own eye.

· That I can deal honestly with the junk in my own life today = get freedom.
· Discussion Questions

· Discussion Ground rules:  The purpose of this discussion is to elevate the conversation to a point where larger themes are being discussed and applied.  At no point during this conversation is anyone to judge, accuse or stereotype GLBT people.

· Why is love to be the main defining characteristic of Christians?

· Has this been the case?

· How have you seen Christians violate this?
· Reread 1 John 4:7-12

· What do you notice it saying about love?

· What is love?  (1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

· Why is love important?  (John 13:35)  

· How can we display these characteristics to everyone?

· Why is Jesus to remain the main focus as Christians?

· Why is leading with a “position” on something destructive some times?

· Do we have to change before we come to God, or can we come as we are?
· If you remember the concept:  Discuss Bounded Set VS. Centered Set faith.
· How can we better make 1 John 4:12 become a reality? 

· Resources

· Love Is An Orientation by Andrew Marin
