Introduction

· There’s this 34 year old guy named Steve who originally from Phoenix, to New York

· He recounts an experience he had right after moving there.

· A young guy approached him in the subway station office

· He was super friendly, asked lots of questions, really interested in Steve’s life

· Could not believe that a New Yorker was being so welcoming and nice to him.

· They exchanged numbers and talked about hanging out some time.

· The next time that Steve heard from him, he invited him to a Bible Study.

· When Steve said, “thanks for the invite, but no thanks”

· He never heard from him again.  

· Steve was upset.  “I thought this guy was just nice, wanted to hang out”

· Turns out he had ulterior motives and when I disappointed those

· I got dropped.  

· We’ve been doing this series for the past 4 weeks, called NotChristian - that popular

· Exciting to hear the feedback from some of you, what you’re learning & realizing.

· Looking at some of the ways that Christians’ actions don’t match Jesus’ teaching.

· In order to take an honest look at our faith, see if we have gotten off

· So that we can recapture a kinder, more authentic faith.

· We’ve looked at Christians being sheltered, hypocritical, judgmental, anti-homosexual

· Not Sheltered - How to live lives of radical impact, 
· Not hypocritical - Freedom of life of radical authenticity

· Not Judgmental - Extending mercy & grace to everyone,

· Not Anti-Homosexual - Our orientation toward GLBT community Love
· When you talk with people outside the church, one of the things that keep coming up
· Christians are PUSHY with faith

· Trying to get everyone saved.  Pushing their beliefs on others.

· Not even listening to others’ perspectives.  Telling that they wrong.

· Feels inauthentic, condemning, impersonal, forceful, disingenuine.

· While most Xtians convinced that their motives are pure.

· Only 1/3 of those outside the church believe that Xtians genuinely care 

· Feels like a sales pitch, gimmick.  Doing out of religious guilt.  
· John Mayer said this in his song “Belief”
· Is there anyone who

· Ever remembers changing their mind from

· The paint on a sign?

· Is there anyone who really recalls

· Ever breaking rank at all

· For something someone yelled real loud one time

· Everyone believes

· In how they think it ought to be

· Everyone believes

· And they're not going easily

· Belief is a beautiful armor

· But makes for the heaviest sword

· Like punching under water

· You never can hit who you're trying for
As we take a look at this subject

Text that I feel speaks to this issue and helps me when I think about this topic.

TEXT :: John 3:16,17

· 6"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 1
Context

· Jesus is speaking to this religious leader named Nicodemus who comes to him at night.

· Afraid of ridicule of other religious leaders if they saw him with Jesus – radical.  
· How can I be connected to this heavenly Kingdom that you are part of?
· I know religion, but I want a connection to God like you speak of.  
· Jesus, “You must be born again.”  Have a spiritual rebirth.  

· Admit your need & desire for God, Spirit of God fill you, change you.

· The, gives this statement of broader picture of what God came to do in Jesus.  
· For God so loved the world . . .
How do we keep God’s message of love and hope to humanity pure and compelling?  

· We keep love & hope at the heart of God’s message.
· “God so loved the world.”

· God’s message to the world through Jesus is full of hope, life and love.

· It’s that God loves each of us and every person in the wider world.

· And that there is tremendous hope for a broken world in Jesus.

· TWO THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE FORGET THAT LOVE & HOPE IS CONTEXT:

· We share with the wrong method.
· There are several myths that some Christians live by when sharing their faith:

· Barna research, national poll, UnChristian 

· The best evangelism is reaching more people at once.

· Truth = Most effective is interpersonal, based in true relationship

· Anything that brings people to Christ is worth doing.

· Truth = many ways create 3-10 times negative response 

· We cannot worry about offending people?  After all, Jesus did.

· Truth = sharing God’s message  not give license to offend.

· Jesus used strong language toward religious people, not those outside.
· Be careful that when we share God’s message

· It is always packaged in the context of love and hope

· We share the wrong message.

· Two versions, one Biblical, one cultural and incorrect.

· What the message sounds like some times:

· God is mad at all of us.  He tolerates us at best, puts up with us.

· Jesus begrudgingly died to save us from our sorry selves
· We should follow Jesus, after all, he did DIE for us – guilty

· Calls us to unquestioning obedience to sterile set of rules.

· Now your life will be exceedingly boring and irrelevant.


· The only hope you really have is to die and get out of this place

· Go to a place called heaven, where, evidently transformed into a short and chubby angel.

· Going to spend the rest of time floating around on clouds

· Strumming your harp and singing songs, all in Key of G.
· What the message really is.

· God deeply and profoundly loves each of us.  We valuable.
· Jesus died on the cross in order to 

· Set us free from pollution in our hearts

· Free us from guilt for things done or not done

· Connect with God in actual relationship now - walk
· Then, teach us how to live the best possible life, here, now.

· Live without regret.  Have great relationships.

· Not need possessions, stuff around to define us.

· Give us deep peace in hearts.  Joy in midst of trial.

· Help in times of need.  Direction for life.

· Live our passions –every day w/ purpose
· Dream with God and engage with him to make THIS WORLD a better place
· Hope for after death, after lived a wonderful, full, connected life.

· God is going to completely redeem to world.

· Those who have learned to cooperate with him join him in this new creation.

· It will be life as we have always yearned for it to be.

· We will be able to love the way always wanted to.

· Look Krista in eyes I say, her know my love

· Creation will be fixed – no more pollution, hurricanes, oil spills, earthquakes

· Place of no more crying, pain, injustice, racism, slavery, abuse, neglect, fear, loneliness, rejection.

· Child sex slaves set free to play and dance.

· All people’s of world brought in unity

· Doesn’t that actually sound like really good news?

· God’s true message of love and hope is actually compelling and attractive

· It’s something that we would really want to give our lives for.

· It draws us to God, rather than repels us from him.  
· (TS – The second way we keep God’s message pure and compelling is . . .)
· We live from a place of authentic connection to God.  

· Jesus came so we could be reconnected to God in actual relationship.

· Genesis 2 – we were made for connection with God.

· Relationship broken because man & woman chose to God their own way.

· TEXT - Jesus came to take away our selfishness, pollution in hearts 

· Reconnect us with God of the universe.  

· Relationship is at the core of God’s message.  
· Since Genesis, Bible is full of stories of people who experience God.

· Bible is a collection of people’s experiences with God.

· How we can experience God on a deeper level.  

· Are we experiencing God as he intended?

· Or are we simply living a religion?

· Following a religious system.  A cultural ideal.  A set of rules
· What is Christianity to you?

· Relationship is worth it, religion is not.

· Is your spirituality authentic?  

· In an over-marketed world, people leery of gimmicks.
· Going to be reticent when we share our faith.  
· Are you really connected to the transcendent?

· Are you really experiencing God or just faking it?

· Are you really empowered by this connection to God? 
· IL – Used to be part of drug culture, are we smoking what we are selling?

· Is what you are offering to sell me, what you are partaking of?
· I want to buy your personal stash.  
· People want to know & see if what we have is real.

· We need to live from a real place of connection to God.

· So they see the power, see the life, want to explore.

· “There is something REAL there that I want to check out.”
· Extreme to never bring up the faith discussion at all.

· Well, I will just stop sharing that I am a Christian at work, family.

· Answer is not to not talk about it.

· It is to be genuine in our faith.  

· Real connection to God that empowers our lives.

· Living from a place of humility and love for others.

· Helpful to wider culture by serving the world around us

· Spend our life righting the wrongs that Christians have done.

· “May we become the church we dream of.”  Shane Claiborne

· We become a counter to the church that people hate.

· Deconstruct Christianity for them.

· Humbly speak against the wrongs.

· We share how God is relevant to our life and how he benefits us.
· “That the world might have life through him.”

· God has amazing things in store for us

· He offers us the best possible life.

· John 10:10 “I have come that they may have life to the full.”

· Do we really think that Jesus life is the best life?

· Surprised the way that some Christians talk about faith in Jesus.

· Talk about the cost, the suffering, how difficult.

· Not one advertises that way.

· IL – Rock Star Energy Drink

· Don’t need sleep, ever.  Alert.  Pass tests.  Work harder.

· Plus = sexier, girlfriend, more rich, 

· And, only $5 a can.  WOW!  That’s it?!!!
· Sure, there is a cost to Jesus, but the benefits WAY outweigh the COST!
· What’s your motivation?

· Why are you sharing this with me?

· Is there some hidden agenda?

· Honestly, no, I just seriously think that your life would benefit greatly from connecting to Jesus, but it’s up to you.

· Are we inviting people to God because we believe he is awesome?  

· Or just trying to bring them to church because we feel guilty?

· Trying to save them for a notch on our spiritual belt?

· We are personally convinced that Jesus rocks because seen him in own life.  

· We humble share out of our experience with him.  

· How God has been helpful to our lives.

· Adds to and expands our lives, not restricts our life.

· IL – Me personally – I will share a bit of my story with you.

· Parents became Christians when I in 1st grade.

· Began living Christian life as a family.

· 10th grade walked away from God, too hard to live this.

· Began to drink, smoke weed, sleep around.

· Freshman year, recognized that I was empty and lonely.

· My life going really, really well, yet not happy.

· Surrendered to God and SINCE THEN

· Set me free from addictions.

· Led me to an awesome woman who totally completes me.

· Brought healing in my heart from some pain in the past.
· Purpose, joy, feel forgiven, free from guilt, 

· Walked through 3 years of illness, restoring everything.
· JESUS IS THE BEST THING EVER

· I HAVE EXPERIENCED HIS BENEFITS>
· Do you see God a boss or God as a doctor?

· Jesus did not come to put an oppressive boss over our life.

· Demanding God, sterile rules, afraid of him that get mad.

· Jesus tells us that he came as a doctor for those who recognized need.
· It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.

· Not what we can do for God, but what God can do for us.

· God loves to come to us to meet our needs. 
· Why might we consider faith in Jesus?
· Fundamental forgiveness for the things done or left undone.
· No longer have to live with guilt.
· Freedom from pollution in our hearts

· Anger, fear, lust, bitterness, MORE
· Anything that would separate us from God or others.

· Anything that keep us from the life that God has intended for us.

· Help in times of need

· Fulfillment that is deeper than external circumstances.

· What I have, what I do, what I can contribute, if I am loved.

· Things are actually going well, and yet, still a vacuum.  
· 4 basic human needs

· Security - 
· Competence - 
· Connection – to others //  to supreme being
· Actualization – purpose in life.
· We invite others into the spiritual journey.
·  “For God so loved the whole world, he gave Jesus, so that . . “
· “Died that they could be richly connected to God themselves.”

· We invite those around our life to explore God alongside us.

· As we develop genuine relationships with all sorts of people around life

· Neighbors, co-workers, gym, grocery store, clubs.

· Not matter if Christian or not, genuine relationships.

· Then we naturally share out of our experience with God.  

· And invite them to explore Jesus along side us.  

· That requires that not all of our friends are Christians – little bubble.

· We become fellow travelers in spiritual journey.

· Value what they have to teach us.  Respect their perspective.  
· IL – I am always asking those outside church their perspective.

· Sharpen one another.

· They ask us questions about faith.

· We ask them what it sounds like.

· We point them to Jesus. 

· Jesus totally rocks.  

· You should consider inviting him in to your life.

· Not pressure them

· They can experience God themselves.

· Teach them about centered set faith.

· Explore Jesus, read scripture, pray, engage with God.
· We pray for their spiritual hunger to increase.

· Sense of spiritual need or urgency in their lives.

· It becomes important to them 

· Beyond busyness or apathy.
· Resources

· Surprised by Hope by NT Wright
· Discussion Questions

· Has anyone ever been “pushy” about something to you?
· How did you feel?
· Do you feel that Christians are known at time for being pushy with faith?
· Reread John 3:16,17  :  What do you notice?
· Why is it important to keep love and hope at the heart of God’s message?
· What does it mean that “Jesus died to deeply connect us to God”?
· Why is it important that we have a genuine connection to God?
· People outside the church are asking, “Is your experience with God authentic”
· What does this mean?
· Do you believe that Jesus truly offers us the best life?
· See John 10:10 also, Why or Why not?
· Do you see God as your boss or your doctor?
· How has God benefited your life?
· How, then are we to share our faith with others?

· What do you feel God speaking to you after thinking about this?
