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NotChristian 6 :: NotTooPolitical

Discovering God's Politics
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TEXT :: Acts 1.4-8  

4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

 

A few things to consider related to politics:

 The Kingdom of God is    distinct    from the kingdoms of this world.

 

 


Jesus established an    upside-down    kingdom.

 



Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  John 18.36

 

 


The values of the Kingdom of God are different than Kingdom of    world   .

 

 

 Christians are called to become living    witnesses    to who God is.  

 



Ephesians 5.1 :: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.”

 

 


Christians are to live out the    values    of the Kingdom of God before all else.

 



Colossians 3.11 :: In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a 


Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. 


Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.

 

 


The Kingdom of God is expanded where we    yield    our lives to God’s will.

 

 Christians are to walk in our world in the power of the    Spirit   .

 



John 16.7 :: “It is for your good that I go away, because I will send the Holy 

Spirit.”

 


We receive supernatural    transformation   , so we become like Jesus.

 


We receive    prophetic    insight for the complex problems facing our world.

 



Galatians 5.25 :: “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions

* What does it mean that the Kingdom of God is distinct from any of the kingdoms of the world?

* What was the Kingdom that Jesus came to establish like?

* Reread Acts 4.4-8 :: What do you notice?

* Why did the disciples ask Jesus when he was going to restore Israel?

* What does it mean in verse 8 that we will be his witnesses?


- What does Ephesians 5.1,2 say about this?

* How is the expansion of God’s Kingdom and will related to how we live our lives?

* What do we need in order to be effective witnesses in our world? (v 8)


- What does Jesus say in John 16.7 related to this?  

* What does it mean that God will give us “prophetic insight” to engage the complex problems of our world?

* Have you felt God leading you into a place of powerful leading where you have been able to engage one or more of these complex issues?

* What do you feel God speaking to you today as a result of this?

 

Resources for Further Study

God’s Politics by Jim Wallis

Myth Of A Christian Nation by Greg Boyd

Rich Christians In An Age of Hunger by Ron Sider

The Revolution : A Field Manual For Changing Your World by Heather Zydek

Jesus & Empire by Richard Horsely

 

 

