 Introduction

· We’ve been doing this series for the past 5 weeks, called NotChristian - that popular

· Exciting to hear the feedback from some of you, what you’re learning & realizing.

· Looking at some of the ways that Christians’ actions don’t match Jesus’ teaching.

· In order to take an honest look at our faith, see if we have gotten off

· So that we can recapture a kinder, more authentic faith.

· Looked at the stereotype or dissonance and tried to flip it around -  (Missed?  Online)

· Not Sheltered - How to live lives of radical impact, 

· Not hypocritical - Freedom of life of radical authenticity

· Not Judgmental - Extending mercy & grace to everyone,

· Not Anti-Homosexual - Our orientation toward GLBT community is Love

· NotPushyFaith – God’s compelling message of love.

· One of the things that I thought of after last week – practical respond.

· focus on praying for five people around our life to experience more of God

· TAKE OUT Pray for five cards :; Praying for five people, five minutes a day :: We all have five minutes.  

· Some of you aren’t fond of conflict of addressing controversial topics = squirm.

· But VIP to do so for a number of reasons.

· First, because the wider world is talking about these things

· Therefore, as a church, must engage thoughtfully.

· Second, because, whether like it or not, perceptions are harming
· The very message of Jesus.  Tainting our identity as Xtians

· Third, we want to take personal responsibility for our faith.

· Become informed, study scripture, 

· Make right the wrongs done in the name of Jesus

· Each of us as FOJ have personal responsibility to do so  

· We will all be held accountable for how we lived.

· How others affected by how we lived.  
· When you talk with people outside the church, one of the things that keeps coming up
· Christians are way too politically motivated, way too political. 
· 75 % of those outside the church who polled say Christians too political.

· Not that we should not be involved in politics but that.
· We seem to be pursuing an agenda that benefits only our self
· Not thinking of where others are at or what others need.

· People outside the church wonder whether we are genuinely motivated by Jesus

· Or by our economic status or desires for power when engaging in politics.

· They wonder whether Jesus would use political power as many Xtians do.

· Concerned that we overpower the voice and overlook the needs of others.
· Research found the only 9% of those outside the church “Trust” Christians

· When pressed further why this was the case, involvement in politics.

Take a few minutes to look at this topic today.


What is to be the Christian’s relationship to politics?  

How are we to address political issues?  How are we to engage the issues of our world?

What should we believe?  How should we respond?  What are God’s politics?  
TEXT :: Acts 1:4-8  
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with [a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

A few things to consider related to politics
· The Kingdom of God is distinct from the kingdoms of this world.

· Text :: “Are you now going to restore Israel?”

· Disciples did not get it, even after being with him for 3 ½ years.

· Saw the way that he went about his kingdom 

· Peaceful, healing, loving, servant hearted.

· Context here:  Maccabean revolts in 168BC – 135BC. 

· Rome ruled Palestine, land promised to Jews for hundreds of years

· Many pretend Messiah’s, overthrow Rome with force, army.
· Different Jewish political forces grew up, how to deal with Rome?

· Quamran – withdraw completely

· Compliant with Rome – King Harod birth of Jesus, tax-collectors
· Zealots - Violent opposition from within- Sacarri, Macabean 

· Richard Horsely, Jesus & Empire.

· Disciples – Jesus is Messiah – going overthrow Rome with physical force

· He is going to establish the KOG with physical means.
· Jesus comes as the real Messiah of Israel and what does he do?

· Dies on a cross    That’s disappointing!  

· We thought you were the one to overthrow Rome!
· Restore Israel.   Disciples depressed, deserted Jesus.

· Until the resurrection when understood.  

· Jesus won over the powers that be by dying for those who crucified him on the cross.
· Created a brand new way for things to happen.
· Jesus established an upside-down kingdom.

· By giving his life for those who would oppose him.

· Demonstrated that the KOG totally different.  

· Where any power that have is used to come under people to serve

· Rather than using power over people to get own way.

· Where destroying violence comes by not raising up a fist or gathering an army, but by giving his life to stop cycle of violence.

· Both literally – by not fighting back.  
· And cosmically – follow his example to forgive those who harm us so that cycle of violence and war and abuse stop.

· Where leadership is serving others.
· Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  John 18:36
· We have to recognize Jesus kingdom is other than KOW

· Keep it separate, distinct, holy, pure – not align.
· Any time Kingdom of God married to any Kingdom of World, harm

· History – Crusades, Inquisition, Slavery, 

· The Early Church lived out this distinction.
· Some of worst persecution – did not violence with violence

· Loved their enemies in the way that Jesus did.

· For years, the state completely different than Christianity.

· Roman rules violently opposed Christianity.

· Until 313 AD when Constantine adopted it as official religion

· Began to take on the values of the state, rather than retain it’s uniqueness.  

· The values of the Kingdom of God are different than Kingdom of world.

· Use any power that you have to come under others and serve them.

· Whoever wants to be a leader in the KOG, must be servant.

· Jesus calls us to unity, no matter what our background.

· Called to love enemies, turn cheek, repay evil done to us with good 
· When we trust in politics, especially by gaining power OVER others, 

· To bring God’s kingdom, we are depending on the wrong kingdom.

· Does not matter where we are on political spectrum

· Liberal, Conservative, Tea Party, Independent, Green

· Human politics cannot produce God’s Kingdom.

· We can do our best to work within the broken system

· As long as we remember that it broken, different than KOG

· We need to remember that God’s kingdom is completely different KOW

· Remain distinct, separate.  Chose values of God over KOW values.

· Christians are called to become living witnesses to who God is.  
· “You will be my witnesses, wherever you go.”

· To witness to : testify to, speak of, 

· Demonstrate what God like.

· Embody who God is and what God is like.
· Ephesians 5:1  “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.”

· Look to Jesus to be our example, desire to look like him in all.
· “mimic”, “shadow” Jesus life and embody this to others.
· Christians are to live out the values of the Kingdom of God before all else.

· Should Christians engage in politics, then?

· Absolutely be involved in politics, but when we do

· Filter them through the values of Jesus, values of Kingdom.

· What would Jesus do in this situation?

· Be informed :: get to know the candidates and wider issues

· Any time is becomes about one or two issues = two simplistic, not look at the bigger picture.

· Don’t just follow what other’s tell you to, Christians to

· Realize that ultimately, the system is broken and incomplete.

· Keep Jesus at the center point of our lives.  

· Never become about something other than Jesus first.

· He is our main identity & guiding force.

· So that secondary things – like politics – don’t distract us or divide us!
· Jesus called people from all parts of politics to follow him, first.

· Matthew – tax collector, worked for oppressor, hurt own 

· Simon – Zealot – carried daggars, ready to throw down

· Put away your politics and anything that would divide

· Follow me and I will show you a deeper more powerful way to engage with the world.  
· Colossians 3:11 In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.
· Paul, many of themes of letters to churches – miss point.

· Being mistreated, facing persecution, 

· Two things matter.  
· United together in Jesus.

· That God’s good message is shared with all

· It does not matter if you affiliate with the Conservative, Liberal, Green, Tea Party, Communist or Independent Party.
· If you are a FOJ, we are to live his values above all
· And be united by him around his life and agenda.
· The Kingdom of God is expanded where we yield our lives to God’s will.
· Each of us has a Kingdom that we are lord of, in control of.

· Free will to be able to choose how we going to use what we been given

· Opportunity to choose each day how we are going use what have

· Free time, fulfill our own needs of yield to God.

· Spend time developing relationship with God or TV

· Choices to serve others, defend oppressed.

· oR use our power over people to get our own way.

· Finances, for our self or on God’s purposes, way he want?

· Last week - that in new heavens and new earth “child sex slaves run free.”

· Incredible things that are going to happen in the new Kingdom.

· But UNTIL THEN, we have responsibility bring heaven here now.

· To work with God where he is working

· To yield the sphere in which we are king to the true King.

· What is your desire for my life?

· What would you have me do, live for, fight for?
· What are you up today that I can be part of?
· Set free as many sex slaves as we can today.

· Feed those who have no food.  

· Help see people fed.

· Structures that keep people down, changed.

· Roots of racism dealt with.

· All because we yielded and cooperated with God.
· KEY : We need God to change us in order to do this, however.

· How many of you naturally want to do what God wants all the time?

· Christians are to walk in our world in the power of the Spirit.

· “Do not leave.  You need the Holy Spirit to be witnesses”
· Why not leave?  Because disciples could not live what God calling on own.

· They needed the power of God flowing through their lives.

· And if they did, how much more do we?

· John 16:7 “It is for your good that I go away, because I will send the Holy Spirit.”

· Holy Spirit come and guide us into all truth.  
· Empower us to live as his followers to be his witnesses.  

· TWO MAIN THINGS HAPPEN RELATED TO TOPIC
· We receive supernatural transformation, so we become like Jesus.

· This is why talking about these hard issues.

· Hope you would not want to go to a church where you patted on the back each week.

· Not going to happen here at Hillside Church.

· Because we need to be honest about the dissonance in our lives.

· Way we have been spoon fed Christian culture.

· Many of us have never questioned it.

· Not take responsibility for our own faith, how affect others.

· Not truly read the words of Jesus

· And sorted everything through his eyes.

· Truly:  “What would Jesus say?”
· We can seek transformation for the ways that we are broken

· We can begin to see how bankrupt our spirituality is in places

· And long for the true power and change that God has for us.

· So that we engage with God asking him to transform us.

· SO that we actually look like him, embody him in world around.

· We can not do it without his power, transformation in hearts.

· Otherwise just trying harder.

· It has to come from within us and not us trying to change external actions.

· We receive prophetic insight for the complex problems facing our world.

· God’s desire is to bring his Kingdom here, now, in the middle of our world

· This world and all of wonderful people matter to God.

· God has relevant answers for problems affecting our world.

· We want to engage with God about the issues of our world.

· How are you calling us to respond

· What are your ideas about this?

· Fact that 2 billion people live on less than $2 a day.

· Not only should that call into question the way the US uses wealth and resources

· But also cause us as Christians to think, “that not right”

· And begin to engage God for a response.

· Global spread of AIDS, Christians being educated about it, care
· Clean drinking water

· Environment – cause of not clean drinking water

· Where we buy our clothes – sweat shops.

· Poverty, systems that keep people there, no second chances.
· Inner city kids failing math tests.
· AP – What we are doing at Hillside Church

· We are involved in our local neighborhood every week.

· Coming along side great programs going on

·  Mission, CHUM, Life house, 
· We are involved in projects to serve our city

· Block Party, Christmas Eve Dinner

· Fall Fest coming up next Sunday - Haloween

· Neighborhood clean up

· Build a swing set for AICHO - $1,500

· We support 6 Global Partners, every month

· Projects around the world.
· Nicaragua, Mali, Ireland, Middle East
· Maybe you consider getting involved

· Volunteering yourself where God lead

· Giving resources to make happen.
· Galatians 5:25  “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”  
· Called to walk carefully in our world, keeping in step with what God is up to.

· As long as in step with him, infuse KOW with KOG.

· See God’s Kingdom come among us.

· Any time we begin to go off on our own agenda.

· We begin to fight for our own rights.

· Do what we want, what benefit us, rather than benefit KOG.

· Most powerful place to live is when engaging the real world with the power of God.

· Most power seen in scripture is the world, not church building.

· When they took the power of the Holy Spirit out into the marketplace and engaged issues of our world.

· Some of us are literally missing our God given calling.

· Engage with issues facing wider world with prophetic idea.

· “God, use me!”  “God, what are you doing here.”

· Some of you are just going to work, not inviting God in.

· “God, I yield my career, my job to you, for you glory.”
Review  --  See from this text a few things that very helpful to us as think about politics.

· The Kingdom of God is distinct from the kingdoms of this world.

· Jesus established an upside-down kingdom.

· The values of the Kingdom of God are different than Kingdom of world.

· Christians are called to become living witnesses to who God is.  

· Christians are to live out the values of the Kingdom of God before all else.

· The Kingdom of God is expanded where we yield our lives God’s will.

· Christians are to walk in our world in the power of the Spirit.

· We receive supernatural transformation, so we become like Jesus.

· We receive prophetic insight for the complex problems facing our world.

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front and under the clock in the back :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  Please remember to give him your Connection Form.
STAND

· Pray :: Come and meet us powerfully.  We respond to what you are saying to us

· Response 
· Maybe you have mixed up KOG and KOW – too united to politics of any sort?

· I want to be a witness of God in the world today!  Mimic, shadow God.

· I want to yield my personal sphere of influence, so God’s will done through me!

· I want to engage my world in power of the spirit!

· God, what is your call on my life, meet needs of the world.
· Resources

· God’s Politics by Jim Wallis

· Myth Of A Christian Nation by Greg Boyd
· Rich Christians In An Age of Hunger by Ron Sider

· The Revolution : A Field Manual For Chancing Your World by Heather Zydek

· Jesus & Empire by Richard Horsely
· Discussion Questions

· What does it mean that the Kingdom of God is distinct from any of the kingdoms of the world?

· What was the Kingdom that Jesus came to establish like?

· Reread Acts 1:4-8  What do you notice?

· Why did the disciples ask Jesus when he was going to restore Israel?

· What does it mean in verse 8 that we will be his witnesses?
· What does Ephesians 5:1,2 say about this?
· How is the expansion of God’s Kingdom and will related to how we live our lives?

· What do we need in order to be effective witnesses in our world?  (Verse 8)
· What does Jesus say in John 16:7 related to this?  
· What does it mean that God will give us “prophetic insight” to engage the complex problems of our world?

· Have you felt God leading you into a place of powerful leading where you have been able to engage one or more of these complex issues?

· What do you feel God speaking to you today as a result of this?
