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Some things we might expect about the Bible:

 It’s too hard to    understand   .

 

 It’s too    old    to be relevant.

 

 It has    too much    material.

 

 It is a religious book to be    obeyed   .

 

What we will actually find:

 Over 1600 years of    stories    relating to God.

 

 A surprising ability to    speak    to your situation at key moments.

 


Two general ways the Bible speaks:

1. You look at the Bible and it actually causes you to make    different    decisions based on what you read.

2. We get a new framework for making all our    decisions   .

 

 

 An emphasis on    relationship    rather than rules.

 

 

Psalm 1.1-3

 

 

Mark 4.1-20

 Three words to keep in mind as you read the Bible:


   Observation    – what does the passage say?

 


   Interpretation    – what does the passage mean?

 


   Application    – what does the passage mean for my life?

 

A few more things to keep in mind: 

 Expect more than    factual    information.

 

 Let yourself be profoundly    puzzled   .

 

 Be    patient   .

 

    Ask    the Holy Spirit to help you.

 

    Respond    to what you hear.

 

 

A few practical steps:

 Start small – read 5-10 minutes a day

 Use a modern translation: TNIV, NIV or NLT are good 

 Where to start?



Read a Gospel: Matthew, Mark, Luke or John



Read other Gospels or Acts



Move on to the rest of the New Testament, Genesis or Psalms

 

 

 

Suggested Reading:

How to Read the Bible for All its Worth by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart

 

 

Response:

Try it yourself - Luke 15


Observation



Who is Jesus speaking to? (critical to interpretation!)



What is common to all three parables?



Why do they search for what is lost?



What is different about the third parable?



Why are they celebrating in each story?


Interpretation



What question does Jesus leave his listeners considering in the third parable?



How are the religious leaders like the older brother?



Who is the true older brother and what does he do?


Application



How am I like the older brother?



How can I become more like the father?


* What questions do you have for observation? Interpretation? Application?

 

