· If deep, connected relationships are vital for happiness.

· How do we have good quality relationships.

· How do we connect well with our family members, our spouses, friends, co-workers, bosses?

· I find the Bible to be super helpful when it comes to practical needs we have as people.

· Speaks to a variety of situations and gives us insight into how to succeed.

· Tell you a story about one of the most powerful friendships recorded in history.

· Starts off
· TEXT :: 1 Samuel 18:1-4 (TNIV IN HANDOUT)
A few thoughts about relationships that we notice in this text.
· God directs certain people to be in our life for his purposes.

· His will for David to be the King of Israel

· Because God knew David’s heart.

· David was the kind of man that God could trust.

· Jonathan was integral to God bringing David into that place.

· Jonathan believed in David’s talent and calling.

· Jonathan respected David so much, gave way for David to take the Kingdom.

· Jonathan protected David as Saul tried to kill him.

· Have you ever thought that the people that God has put in your life

· Are there as part of God’s larger purpose in your life.

· To directly work as part of God’s larger plan.

· Spouse – The person God intended you to be with.

· To see the best in you, support you, companion in life.

· Friends – People to walk along side you, give perspective.

· Pray for you, speak in to your life.

· Obscure – bosses – help you gain humility, 

· Irritating coworkers – learn patience, love those difficult.

· See every relationship as a relationship that God has ordained.

· Or that God is working through or will work through for his purposes.
· Responsive Thought:  Who has God put in your life?

· How might they be part of God’s larger plan for you?
· There are places in life that we cannot get without other people.
· David literally could not have become king if it were not for Jonathan.

· Jonathan was the rightful successor to the throne.

· But recognized that David was more equipped to be King

· And recognized that David was the one whom God had chosen.

· Jonathan defended David against the rage of Jonathan’s father Saul.

· Saul tried to kill David on a number of occasions.

· Jonathan was there to defend him in one way or another.

· On occasion in 1 Samuel 20

· RECOUNT STORY.

· We live in a highly individualistic society.

· We tend to see success as inherently personal.

·  “I worked hard, I did this, so I got this.”

· Recognize that there are many, many relationships woven in to our lives

· Who helped to make that happen.

· IL – Recently, Krsita and I just came out of three really hard years.

· I was very sick, had to sell home, 

· Lived in her parents summer home for more than a year.

· Ended up buying my parents home – better than ever thought.

· How did we get there?

· The support and generosity of her parents & my parents.

· The support of really great friends who walked with us during that dark time.

· Back further – pastor,  

· Grew up poor.  Dad worked 3-4 jobs.  Mom worked.
· Worked to provide better stuff, opportunity.

· Gave me opportunity to go to college.

· Relatives for Germany – great-great grandfather

· Emigrated from Germany as poor farmers.
· Blacksmith down the block on First Street

· Relatives from Poland

· Homestead just up by Marshall school.

· Loggers, farmers, owned businesses.

· Responsive Thought:  Who has been a great help in your life?

· Could you appreciate them more than you currently do?

· Relationships require sacrifice and effort, but are exceedingly worthwhile.

· This story of friendship between David & Jonathan is incredible

· When you consider how much, especially Jonathan had to sacrifice for his friendship.

· Willingly gave over his heir to the throne to his friend.

· Decided to defend his friend from the wrath of his father.
· The strong relationship that David & Jonathan had was because they were both willing to make sacrifices and put effort into relationship.
· How many of you know that relationships are not easy?

· They are super difficult and require lots of work and maintenance.

· But totally worth it

· Happiness research.

· Benefits of friendships.

· Response Thought:  Are there key relationships in your live that could be better if you invested in them more?  
· Not abusive, for sure.
A few thoughts on how to develop deep and powerful relationships.
· Make a long-term commitment to the other person.


· 1 Samuel 18:1  “ . . .Jonathan became on in spirit with David.”

· V.3  “Jonathan made a covenant with David because he love him as himself.”

· After Jonathan saw David defeat Goliath, he was absolutely overwhelmed by the strength and power in David’s spirit.

· Jonathan saw incredible depth in David.

· Who he was deep inside.  He was no ordinary guy.  

· And made a heartfelt commitment to be David’s friend as long as lived.

· “I will stand by you through thick and thin.”

· “I will be there for you, no matter what happens.”

· “Because I value what I see in you.  I value who you are.”

· He stuck by this promise.

· As I have mentioned.

· David ends up taking Jonathan’s place on throne.

· Jonathan ends up defending David against father’s anger.

· INCREDIBLE 

· In our culture, we are reticent to commit to anything anymore.

· We are such a consumerist culture, see everything through these eyes.

· Attend a church for a while, as long as meets our needs.

· But one little thing happens, or new church opens, out door.

· We eat at restaurant until have one little bad 

· We are friends with someone until they do one little thing

· Become instantly angry, bitter, let wall between us.

· What if we looked at the network of our close relationships and said

· “No matter what comes down the pike, I am committed to you.”

· “I am going to give you 100% of who I am.”

· “I am not going to let little things bother me.”

· “Through thick and thin, I will be here for you.”

· Imagine how much more powerful our relationships be.

· That commitment becoming a foundation that really build off of.

· Identify and work to meet some of their needs.

· One of the things that smart people comment on when look at this story.

· Is how selfless Jonathan is in his friendship with David.

· I mean, Jonathan sacrificed a LOT to be friends with David.

· Argue, he did not directly benefit from friendship any way.

· Aside from the deep, fraternal friendship.  

· And yet, found it exceedingly worth it.

· RABBIS COMMENTARY FROM WIKIPEDIA

· AP – As I have counseled hundreds of people who come for advice.

· Because they are having problems in one relationship or other.

· Down to two things:

· Did not give the other person benefit of doubt or forgive.

· Held grudges too soon.  

· Did not invest in relationship as much as they could have.

· They could have done more to make it great.

· In our culture, we see relationships as largely what we can get out of them.

· What can that person do for me?  What can I get in return?

· What if that was not our goal?

· What if our main goal was to meet friends’ needs, without expectation of any payback?
· That would look a lot more like God’s vision of relationships.
· Philippians 2:4 “Each of you should look not only to your own needs, but also to the needs of others.”  

· Galatians 6:2  “Carry each others burdens and in this way you will be fulfilling the law of Christ.”  
· We have to get away from consumeristic mindset of relationships.

· Also, get away from consumeristic mindset of church.

· You only able to develop deep and powerful relationships if YOU willing to invest in them.

· People disappointed, “church not do this or this person not do that.”

· First have to be the kind of friend who has won friends of that caliber.

· What have YOU done to invest in those friendships?

· Cultivate and extend genuine love toward them.

· I love the example of powerful, comfortable, fraternal love that you see here.

· V. 1 & 3 Jonathan loved him as himself.

· Thing that you have to remember about these guys, is that warriors

· These guys were UFC fighters, Marines, 

· Who so comfortable with masculinity, that had this deep, appropriate affection for one another.

· 1 Samuel 20 WEPT together at departing.

· This is true manhood.

· AP – One of the things that I love about Hillside Church is our manly men.

· Who not afraid to develop deep friendships

· To love one another with manly, powerful love.

· Talk about deer hunting or riding motorcycles or 

· The next minute, asking for prayer.

· Calling each other at 2am when we need someone.

· Truly being there for one another.

· Admire unique qualities about that other person.

· IL – Fell in love with my wife.

· Help them to see their potential and live their destiny.

· One of the most incredible ideas in this passage

· Is they way that Jonathan saw David

· And how he worked to help David become great.

· Reason why Jonathan was so impressed by David in first place = commitment

· Right after David got done killing Goliath – behind scenes

· Spoke out the potential in David that David not even see in self.

· David just saw himself as a lowly shepherd boy.

· “No, man, I don’t think you get it.”

· “There is something about you that different.”

· “There is a powerful presence and calling over your life.”

· Maybe caused David to see himself differently

· That he could actually pull this king thing off.

· Effectively lead the people of Israel 

· Then, no only did he tell David what he saw in him = his potential.

· But, then he helped him to achieve that success, great sacrifice.

· V. 4  Jonathan took off his robes and his sword and gave it to David.

· “You are called to be the King of this Kingdom.”

· “I support you in this, even if it means that I give it up.”

· “You cannot walk in the places of Kings wearing shepherds robes.

· “You are nobility and so you need to dress like nobility.”

· What if the aim of our close relationships were to speak out potential?
· And to help them to live out their God-given destiny?
· This is what I see in you

· I am going to do everything in my power to help you get there?

· Friends
· Co-workers

· People in Life Group

· Spouse

· IL – Story of man at 50th wedding anniversary

· “Is there any dream in your heart that has not been fulfilled?”

· Man telling it, “How can I help you realize all your dreams, honey?
· Response Questions

· THIS WEEK:  IF you have time, look around 1 Samuel 17-22 to get a fuller picture of the story.

· Reread 1 Samuel 18:1-4 :: What strikes you as you read this?

· Do you think that God directs certain people to be in our life for his purposes?

· Are there people in life who have helped you achieve things that you could not have achieved by yourself?

· Why do relationships take so much work?

· Why is commitment such an important foundation in any relationship?

· How does selflessness play a big part in Jonathan & David’s friendship and in relationships in general?

· Why is genuine love an admiration for the other person key in any relationship?

· How can we help people we are close to see potential in themselves that they might not even see for themselves?   
