· What does it look like to serve our world and yet not get burned out?

TEXT :: Matthew 9:35-10:8 (LEAVE OUT vv. 2-4)
35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were helpless and harassed, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 10.1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness… 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go out among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.”
A few observations about the text.
· Jesus both announced and demonstrated the God is near and active.

· V. 35 “preaching the good news of the kingdom

· & healing every disease and sickness.”

· He was telling people ABOUT what God’s kingdom is like – the Good News.

· God is generous and loves to meet our needs.

· God is drawing all people to him.

· God wants to be helpful to our every day lives.

· God loves you and wants connection to you.
· But then he also demonstrating that God’s kingdom near.

· By DOING the works of the Kingdom

· Meeting their need by supernatural means – healing sick.
· Healing emotional brokenness, restoring hope in people.
· Jesus demonstrated that God is connected to the needs of the real world.

· God’s idea of religion is that it functionally meets the needs of the world.

· James “Religion that God our father sees as pure, faultless is . . .

· IL – OUR RESPONSE TO THE KOZY BAR FIRE

· WHY WE ARE HERE IN THE HEART OF CITY

· Be helpful as much as we can to anyone in need.

· Jesus response goes beyond physical needs into the supernatural.  

· Not just giving food to hungry and clothes to those who have none.

· For sure being concerned with this

· But meeting the deeper spiritual needs in every human being.

· Seeing them connect with the God who can meet their deepest spiritual longing.

· Bring joy and hope to someone who discouraged.

· Supernatural physical healing to broken bodies.

· Jesus saw the deep needs of the people.

· V. 36  “When he truly saw the crowds, then he had compassion.”

· To perceive how it really is.  To feel with, understand situation.

· Open eyes and look with spiritual eyes to see beyond surface

· AP - It’s easy for us to go through life looking on the surface at things.

· Not truly connecting with others on deeper level, just surface.

· Busy, going about our day, in own bubble

· “How is that person REALLY doing?”

· What’s really going on?  What God want to do in them?

· Barista, bank teller, friend on phone

· It’s when we ask God to help us see beyond surface that we really see.

· Get a real compassion for people and respond.
· So hardened because we hear stuff all the time.

· Shut our hearts off from the needs in world, overwhelming.

· But, I would argue that better to feel with it, then be cold.
· IL – Sex Trafficking – Peter – HOW MANY KIDS?

· Jesus had compassion for the people.

· He was able to see their real state of affairs, how really doing.

· Harassed – shoved to the ground

· Helpless – ripped open by enemy, attacked.

· Like sheep without shepherd – directionless.

· Jesus was compassionate toward others.

· Not judgmental
· Easy to judge others as weak, they should have done

· But Jesus calls us to compassion, feel with them.
· Not feel sorry for them.
· Honor and respect their personhood.
· But co-mpassion – felt with them :: on same level.

· Share a common humanity.

· There are all sorts of people who would receive Jesus’ help, if only there were more people to connect them to Jesus.

· V. 37  The harvest is plentiful, ready.

· IL – Bayfiled when apples falling off the tree so ready.

· There are so many people who need Jesus help, the life he offers.

· They are in desperate situations, looking for someone / something who help them.
· Jesus is discouraged here :: not enough workers.
· There are simply not enough people who are sharing that Jesus offers incredible thing to anyone and everyone.  
· That he offers real hope for people.

· That he can restore relationships.

· That he can heal broken hearts.

· That he can give direction to those who living without purpose.  
· That he can 
· We share with others when we see Jesus as a real solution to their issues.

· IL – I think of all the ways that Jesus has changed by life.

· I can’t help but share that he can be helpful for other people.

· He’s helped me to be a better man – husband, father, friend.

· He’s given me joy beyond circumstances; 

· Identitiy not dependent on external things.
· Jesus calls his followers to be the instruments of God’s healing in the world.

· V. 1  So, he called his twelve, those who followed him and sent them out.

· “You are be answer, to take my hope, to be instruments of supernatural power.”

· Disciples “Really?  Are you sure?”

· Did not feel equipped, like enough experience

· V. 8b  “Freely you have received, freely give.”

· 10:1  “HE gave them authority to do what called them to do.”

· It’s not about what we have or don’t have

· It’s about us saying yes to God, yielding our lives to him.

· Allow him to use us flow through us to meet hurting people.

· IL – When I prayed for someone with much greater need than I felt like I could meet.

· It’s not about me, it’s about jesus.

· The more we give out, the more we get.

· We don’t have to worry about burnout, because connected to the ultimate well of living water.

· Spiritual principle also – hold on tightly to what we have.

· Stops up God’s flow into our lives.

· IL – Economy gets tight.  Respond in fear.  Hold what have.

· Stops God’s flow into our lives.

· Rather than continue to be generous still and expect that as we give out, it will come in.

· IL – Spiritually – my tank is low, have no more margin.

· Found that actually most full when giving more than you think you have, yet connected to source.

· Never so fresh, alive, full.
· I’ve found that most people do care about the needs around them in world.

· How many of you care about things that friends, family, coworkers go through?

· How many of you care about larger issues going on in our world?

· Poverty, sex slavery, 

· It’s not that we don’t care, we have realistic barriers to responding.
· Two common barriers to serving those around us.
· We are afraid that we will get burned out.

· Instruments: God flow through us.

· He is the giver, we are just the ones he works through.

· We don’t know HOW to respond

· A few ideas on how to begin to do this.
How can we effectively serve the world around us without burning out?
· Ask God to open up your eyes to see the real needs of those around you.

· To truly see people and situations in our world for what they really are.

· What’s going on below the surface, the pretense.

· Spiritual mind to discern what God is going on?

· People we know

· Neighbors, coworkers, friends, family

· Larger situations

· See suffering, pain and abuse in our world, let it break heart.

· We let ourselves feel it, so that we gain a deep passion for it.

· Hard to not be passionate about something that we really feel.

· IL – Me and planting churches in Western Europe

· Because I saw the need as I walked the streets of France.

· I will never be the same again.
· This is not a stressful thing or something that takes life.

· It is something that gives me life.

· Guided by a burning passion deep inside me.
· Allow God to burden your heart with one major thing

· Family, roommates, Life Group.

· AP – Kids in Mali, partner that we support in Mali

· Sex trafficking, poverty in our city, getting people jobs.  

· Be generous with what you have received and expect more as you give it away.

· Follow the “freely you have received, freely give principle.”

· Be generous with what you have received from God.

· Finances, time, possessions, talents, skills.

· Give them away to be a benefit for others.

· When you do this, opening the flow for God to pour more in your lap.

· “Faithfull in the little, God bless you with more.”

· We have to be faithful with what God given us NOW.

· Can say, “Well, wait to be generous until this point”

· Have to do it now.

· IL – Be super generous with the finances you already have.

· God open up more opportunity for more.

· IL - Be selfless with possessions.  Use them to benefit others.

· God pour more into your lap.  
· IL – Yield time to God, ask him what you should be involved with.

· Your life will God much better for you.

· Be involved with things that bring you life.

· He will guide you in to peace and 
· Then, expect that as you give them away, receive more from God.

· Energy – go right to the source and receive God’s strength.

· Know that you will never run dry when connected to living source.

· God will always take care of those who are generous.

· WE can trust him in this.
· Pray that more people will yield to be used by God in powerful ways.  

· “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out more workers”.

· Pray that God would stir spiritual hunger in your own heart, 

· Heart of those you are more closely connected to.

· Spiritual hunger – not guilt, people’s motivation, or get fired up.

· But true, lasting spiritual hunger that eclipse all else.  

· That people have a passion to put God first in every area of their life.

· Allow themselves to be used of him to be an instrument in world.

· Dream big dreams for what God can do with their life if they yield everything.  

· IL – My life as a Church Planter and pastor.

· Never felt so alive – doing what God called me to do.

· Yielding fully to God was the best thing that I have ever done.

· If there are people all around us who looking for the life that Jesus offers.

· People who are harassed, helpless & wandering all around.  

· Who have broken hearts.  Who need hope

· Who need a second chance.

· Who need spiritual power to break them free from patterns and addictions.

· And we know the one thing that can bring them hope and power.

· The very thing that we found and we depend on every day = Jesus.

· He can truly be the source of their freedom and joy and life.

· Why would we NOT share Jesus with everyone we meet.

· Step out beyond your comfort zone and expect God to do great things.
· God invites us to respond to the needs around us in our world

· Not just in a physical way – clothe naked, feed hungry, 

· FOR SURE this, committed to this.

· But he gives us a solution beyond this.

· I can offer them hope and joy beyond whatever circumstance. 
