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Here’s To A Meaningful Christmas 1 ::

Receiving God’s Gifts of Peace & Joy

Ryan Bauers 

December 5, 2010

Text :: Micah 5.2&4 [NLT]

2”But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past. 4And he will stand to lead his flock with LORD’s strength, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

 

 

Where there is a    longing    in our hearts, there is a God to meet it.

 


What is your deep longing this Christmas?  

 

 

 

Two deep longings in the human heart that Jesus came to fulfill:    peace    &    celebration   .

 

 


Matthew 2.9-11 :: 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 
their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

 

 

 


Luke 2.8-15 :: 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15When the angels 
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

 

How might we experience both peace & celebration this Christmas season?

Try the    less    is more approach.

 


Proverbs 17.1 :: “Better is a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of 
feasting with strife.”


Is what I am doing causing me to connect with and enjoy God and others?


Am I happy to settle in to the life that I have or am I striving for a different life?

 

 

Try the    more    is more approach.


Be generous with others, outside your natural relationships.

 


Give non-material gifts that cultivate joy.

 


Throw a party to celebrate God’s goodness and invite lots of people.

 

 

Ask God to    guide    you this Christmas season.

 

 

Response Questions

* What do you love about Christmas?  

* What do you not like about the season?

* Do you find yourself to be more of a Grinch or more of a consumer at Christmas?  


(Or somewhere in between, define it.)

* Reread Micah 5:2 & 4.  What do you notice?

* Do you have any deep longings that you desire God to meet this Christmas?

* What does it mean to you that God wants to bring peace, simplicity and focus to our lives at Christmas?

* What does it mean to you that God wants Christmas to be a huge celebration, filled with his joy and life?

* Do you need more simplicity or more celebration this Christmas?

* What do you feel God leading you tweak this Christmas to experience more of his peace and joy?  

Resources

The Advent Conspiracy Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVqqj1v-ZBU
Jeff’s Blog Post

http://notreligious.typepad.com/notreligious/2009/11/consumerxmas.html 

 

