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Text :: Exodus 12.1-17 [NLT]

1While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the LORD gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 2“From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 3Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5The animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects. 6“Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 7They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast. 12On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD! 13But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14“This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD. This is a law for all time. 17“Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will remind you that I brought your forces out of the land of Egypt on this very day. This festival will be a permanent law for you; celebrate this day from generation to generation.

 

 

   Gathering    with other people.

 

 


It connects us to generations of the    past   .

 

 


It connects us with    people    around our life. 

 

 



- Christmas gives us space & time to connect with others.

 



- Christmas is a time when God’s healing is present over our 


relationships.

 



- Christmas is a time to extend our relational circle.  

 

Feasting // Celebrating God by feasting

Luke 14.15-24 

 

Deuteronomy 14.26-29

26Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 27And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 28...bring all the tithes of that year’s produce and store it in your towns, 29so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

 

 

Remembering that    God    is central to the story.

 


- Taking time to reflect on who God is and what God has done.

 


- Keeping Jesus at the center of our Christmas celebrating.  

 

 

A few practical ways to experiencing an unwreckable Christmas:

Make    relationships    a central part of your Christmas celebrations.

 

 

Take extra time to    reflect    on the meaning of Christmas and connect with the God of Christmas.  

 

 

Keep    Jesus    as the center of everything you do this Christmas.

 

 

 

Reflection Questions

o   Do you ever feel like having a good Christmas for you or your family is contingent on other things? 

o   Reread Exodus 12.1-17.  What do you notice?

o   What similarities do you notice between the celebration of The Passover and the celebration of Christmas?

o   Why is connecting with others so important for any celebration?

o   Are there any relationships that you would want God’s healing power in?

o   What does feasting mean or look like? Deuteronomy 14.26-29

o   How do we experience God in feasting? Luke 14.15-24

o   Why is reflection such a key to keep God at the center of Christmas?

o   What does this season mean to you? What has God done in you?

 

