Here’s To A Meaningful Christmas 2 :: Three Elements of an Unwreckable Christmas

· Happy Christmas season to all of you.

· How is your Christmas season going?

· How “good” Christmas is seems to be DEPENDENT on many things

· Whether it was a “good Christmas” or “bad Christmas” CONTINGENT

· If we got the things that we wanted.

· If we accomplished all of what we needed to get done.

· If we got all the right presents for others.

· If the events that we attended or hosted went well.

· If our kids, our parents, our spouses, our friends enjoyed it.

· Christmas can be a time of significant disappointment, or feeling of let down

· If don’t get what we want, if people disappointed, if events don’t go well, if family does not get along, if those we bought for don’t like gift.

· IL – This has been a pretty good Christmas season for Krista & I & family.

· Last year down year – me still pretty sick, no tree cause no house

· Bit of a low point, so not really in to celebrating.

· This year, really want to do it up big = big tree, lots of decorations

· Even in the middle of that, some disappointments

· Have idea of how things should go in your head

· Don’t always go that way.

· Get a head start on decorating, Saturday before Thanksgiving

· Kids decorating tress in our yard.

· Got the decorations down, pulled out boxes of lights.

· 6 of the 12 sets of lights worked – what happened.

· Then, by time I was able to piece together a bunch of lights

· Kids getting tired.  Started putting up lights, VERY COLD.

· Pretty soon, just me in front yard doing it by self.

· Day after Thanksgiving, tradition, go out and buy Christmas tree.
· I wanted to cut down my own tree this year - manly

· Remembered this place where went as a kid.

· Packed up the family early morn of Friday.

· No one really open.  Found a spot.  Snowing, cold, walking.

· Carrying saw, Gabi shoulders & Aria on front, trudging through 

· No tree, THIS STINKS.  Disappointed.

· VIDEO – How Grinch Stole Christmas, by Dr Seuss

· Grinch goes down to Whoville steals all presents, food, decorations.

· This at end of the story, taken everything, surely Whos will be depressed.

· SINGING.
· In middle of Christmas Message Series :: Here’s To A Meaningful Christmas

· All of us want to celebrate a Christmas full of meaning.

· How can we experience all joy, wonder, peace and focus that it brings?

· How can we receive all that God has for us this Christmas?

· Make sure not to miss it.  

· How can we experience a Christmas filled with joy and celebration.

· Not dependent on how things go, what happens or does not happen.

· How can we experience joy like Who’s in Whoville, not taken from us?

· TODAY :: Three Elements of an Unwreckable Christmas 

· Question here is, “What does the Bible have to say about celebrating Christmas?”

·  “How we celebrate Christmas in a way to experience what God intend”?
· No real president in Bible for celebration of Christmas.

· Because later books, the NT,  talk about the birth and life of Jesus.

· Did not start celebrating Jesus birth in Christmas until 400’s.

· Christ-mas, church service to celebrate Jesus birth.

· In 1843 in England, Charles Dikkens wrote novel The Christmas Carol

· Influenced what we now think of when Christmas

· Christmas tree, carols, gift-giving, eating a big meal.

· The Bible does not directly address how to celebrate Christmas

· But, there are a few yearly celebrations that prove helpful

· Give us some perspective on how to celebrate Christmas

· So we can experience the deepest meaning.
· One of those celebrations is called The Passover, central to people in OT

· Read about it in book called Exodus, story of their exodus or freedom
· Background – These people have been held captive in slavery Egypt

· God is about to set them free, doing a bunch of miracles.

· Leader of Egypt, Pharaoh, not letting them go,

· God having to turn up the intensity so he listen to God.

· If you have seen Then Commandments, Easter,  Charlton Heston
· TEXT :: Exodus 12:1-17 (NLT)  (THIS PASSAGE WRITTEN HERE)
· 1While the Israelites were still in the land of Egypt, the LORD gave the following instructions to Moses and Aaron: 2“From now on, this month will be the first month of the year for you. 3Announce to the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each family must choose a lamb or a young goat for a sacrifice, one animal for each household. 4If a family is too small to eat a whole animal, let them share with another family in the neighborhood. Divide the animal according to the size of each family and how much they can eat. 5The animal you select must be a one-year-old male, either a sheep or a goat, with no defects.  6“Take special care of this chosen animal until the evening of the fourteenth day of this first month. Then the whole assembly of the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight. 7They are to take some of the blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal. 8That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast. 12On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt and strike down every firstborn son and firstborn male animal in the land of Egypt. I will execute judgment against all the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD! 13But the blood on your doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying. When I see the blood, I will pass over you. This plague of death will not touch you when I strike the land of Egypt.  14“This is a day to remember. Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD. This is a law for all time. 17“Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will remind you that I brought your forces out of the land of Egypt on this very day. This festival will be a permanent law for you; celebrate this day from generation to generation.

· Overlap here

· Yearly festival, gather with others, share a meal, celebrate central theme.

· Relate very well to our modern celebration.  

· What can we learn from this Passover celebration that keep Christmas meaningful.
· Three elements in their celebration that seem to be critical
· ,
· Gathering with other people.
· v. 14 This is to be celebrated among all of you for generations to come
· Central theme is that involves gathering with other people, 2 ways.
· It connects us to generations of the past.

· Nostalgia, traditions, shared collective history.  
· In our own families
· Hebrews - Tell of God’s provision – delivered us from Egypt.
· Sharing exploits of past generations, family history.
· Different family stories repeated for new generations.
· IL – One of the things that I remember is stories being told.
· Feeling such a deep connection to past generations.
· Polish
· As Christians, connect us to generations of Christians, around world. 
· Who been celebrating birth of Jesus for two thousand years.
· Connected to this stream of faith that historical.
· Also to other Christians in different parts of the world.
· Connected to this stream of faith that global.

· All nations, ethnic groups, languages, areas.
· Friends in Mexico, Central & South America, Africa

· Western Europe, Eastern Europe, Russia, Asia, India
· It connects us with people around our life. 
· Connection with each other over this yearly celebration.
· IL – The Who’s in Whoville, when all taken had each other.
· The Grinch could not steal Christmas because he could not steal their relationships and love for one another.  
· Christmas gives us space & time to connect with others.
· Life is so busy most of the time, holidays give us time to connect

· Time set aside to celebrate and enjoy one another
· Slow the pace of life down.
· Get up, make coffee, no agenda, down time 
· Natural times where intimacy happen.
· V. 15  NOT LISTED – For seven days you are to do this.
· Significant time set aside for celebration – no work!
· As Christmas celebration developed through time, grew

· First celebrated as one night focused on birth.

· Then grew to 12 day celebration – 12 days of Christmas

· December 25-January 5, with Ephphany on Jan 6

· Then added season called Advent, which we celebrating

· Looking forward, preparing for celebration.

· Time of reflection, focus on deep meaning.
· Christmas is a time when God’s healing is present over our relationships.
· At its core, Christmas is about God who cares about our life.

· And connects us deeply to others THROUGH him.

· He becomes the glue that binds us together.  

· Christmas can be a time when relationships restored

· Painful memories healed, forgiveness extended.

· Meaning brought back into the season.
· Christmas is a time to extend our relational circle.  
· If you have too much lamb, you are to share it with others.

· Cornerstone in this celebration, not just for you, but others

· You are to look for those who don’t have enough

· And include them as part of your community.

· Not just giving a sterile gift, but giving FRIENDSHIP.

· Inviting people to be with us to celebrate. 
· It is a time when generosity to mark our lives.

· Giving to our Project Partners Erin & Jean-Patrick in Mali

· Saving up for scooter $900

· Throw Christmas party for village $250
· Feasting // Celebrating God by feasting.  
· As the heart of The Passover, was the instruction to kill an animal
· Not to devote to God, give as sacrifice, like in the rest of the OT.
· But to share with others, to enjoy together in community.
· Why is feasting such an integral part of celebration?

· One of the ways that God is described in Bible is as a feast.

· Luke 14:15-24 (Reference Only)  
· That God is this generous feast.

· He is abundant.   He is to be enjoyed.

· It’s as if to say, we can’t learn about, experience God if we don’t feast

· In the act of feasting we are experiencing what God is like.
· We learning something about God through the act of feasting 
· It’s easy in a culture of consumerism and our desire to avoid it to never feast.
· IL – I heard people say, “Wasteful to spend that much”

· “Frivolous to spend on food, wine, dessert, good time.”

· The Bible regularly endorses celebrating God by feasting!  
· Deuteronomy 14:26-29  (THIS PASSAGE WRITTEN HERE)
· 26Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 27And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own.  28 . . . bring all the tithes of that year’s produce and store it in your towns, 29so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

· Instruction ::  If you given tenth to church and given generously to poor
· Then it is absolutely fine to enjoy the excess of your income

· On one hand, ask ourselves, “Are we doing what God call us to

· With our finances?”

· If so, then live without guilt enjoying the work of our hands.

· Spend it on connecting to others, feasting for God.

· Families of origin sometimes influenced by Stoic, not enjoy, not waste
· But we not live under the guilt of having too much.

· Be fully generous with what we have, look for others.

· But then, ENJOY what we have as a gift from God.
· AP – we can do this no matter what our economic situation is.

· Feasting does not mean has to be tons of food, just special.

· I’ve been in very poor places around world, beautiful feasts

· With very little food, but people prepared it = beautiful.

· Remembering that God is central to the story.

· The whole point of the celebration of Passover was to REMEMBER.

· To take time every year, as gather with friends and family

· And have a giant feast, REMEMBER 
· V. 12 God came in a miraculous way to deliver ancestors

· From slavery in Egypt.

· Don’t forget how incredible that act was 
· and how that act demonstrates God’s ability today.

· Taking time to reflect on who God is and what God has done.
· Take these times to sit back and think about who God is, what done.

· To consider the power and meaning of the Christmas season.

· Jesus giving himself to humanity so that we could have true life.

· Questions like.
· What is meaningful to you about this season?

· What does is mean to you that Jesus gave himself as gift to us?

· How has Jesus impacted your life?

· What has a connection to God through Jesus meant to you?
· Keeping Jesus at the center of our Christmas celebrating.  

· V. 16  This will be a sacred assembly.

· Not just casual gathering, but very on what the event ABOUT

· They did not allow their feasting or gathering or fan fair

· To distract them from the meaning of the event.

· The meaning of the event was the entire REASON.


· If they forgot the meaning, they had lost everything.

· One of the things that I want to encourage you
· Keep Jesus at the center of Christmas.

· The amazing thing that we have to celebrate


· Jesus giving the gift of himself to us, forgive our sin

· Heal our lives, connect us to living God, purpose

· Not legalistic person

· But for those of us who followers of Jesus.

· What if we allowed Christmas in families or our own hearts be eclipsed by other things?

· To become about buying gifts, throwing 

· To become about Santa Clause or generosity.

· And not centrally about Jesus giving himself as ultimate gift to world.
· If we have lost Jesus, we have lost overarching story.

· We have lost all meaning.

· We have lost the power.

· We have robbed our children, our friends our family

· Of the celebration of the greatest gift given.

· SYNTHESIS STORY

· God is inviting us into this place
A few practical ways to experiencing an unwreckable Christmas.  
· Make relationships a central part of your Christmas celebrations.

· Take time to be with people you love.
· Keep relationships at the center of it.

· Make time for them.

· Give the gift of experiences together.
· Make effort to reach out to those who are not yet included.
· Invite God’s power into any relationships’ that are strained.
· Take extra time to reflect on the meaning of Christmas and connect with the God of Christmas.  
· To allow the Christmas story of Jesus giving himself as gift to you, sink in.
· That Jesus came to give us life for you, so that you have abundant life.
· Time to connect with the God of Christmas.
· That God is close and personal.  
· Keep Jesus as the center of everything you do this Christmas.

· Don’t allow the busyness of Christmas to distract you
· Response

· God, I want all of the great gifts that you have for me this Christmas.

· Bring to you my relationships.

· I ask you to help me to celebrate your goodness.

· I ask you to help me to keep you at the center of my celebration.  
