[image: image1.jpg]


Here’s To A Meaningful Christmas 3 ::

Experiencing The God Of Christmas

Ryan Bauers 

December 19, 2010

How can we experience the God who revealed himself in Christmas?

 

Matthew 1.18-24 [NLT]

18This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit. 19Joseph, her fiancé, was a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly. 20As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet: 23 “Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” 24When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.

Jesus :: The God who takes away our    sin    and restores our brokenness.  

 


Mark 10.45 :: For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life 
as a ransom for many. 

 

 

Immanuel :: The God who    understands    us.

 

 

Isaiah 1.1,2,9 [NLT]

1Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory. 2The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Wonderful Counselor :: The God who offers to    guide    us.

 


John 16.7 :: “It is for your good that I go away...When I go, I will send the Counselor to you.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God :: The God who loves to    rescue    us.

 

 

Everlasting Father :: The God who is    eternal    and all-powerful.  

 

 

Prince of Peace :: The God who offers us and the wider world his lasting    peace   .

 

 

How can we experience all that God is this Christmas season?

   Identify    how you need God to meet you this Christmas season.

 

 

   Invite    God to give you the full gift of himself this Christmas.

 

 

   Offer    yourself as a distributor of God’s gifts to others.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions

o   Take a few minutes and consider how you want or need God to meet you this Christmas season. 

o   Do you need him as Jesus, the Savior?

  To free you from sin, addictions, habits?  To relieve guilt or shame? 

  To reconnect you to others around you that you have hurt?

  To give you the power to forgive those who have hurt you?

o   Do you need God as Immanuel: that God who understands us?

  Do you need God to feel close and that he identifies with you?

o   Do you need God as Wonderful Counselor.

  Do you need wisdom or guidance in any area?

o   Do you need God as the Almighty God?

  Are you in a place where you are stuck and you need rescue?

o   Do you need God as Everlasting Father?

  Do you need to receive God’s strength and know he is able to pull you through any situation?

o   Do you need God as your Prince of Peace?

  To bring peace into the restlessness or chaos of your life?

  Or to give you hope and vision for how to bring hope into the world?

o   Now, sit in a quiet place and ask him to come meet you in that way.

  Have an expectation that he will indeed come and meet you! 

 

