· Happy Christmas season to all of you.

· How many of you are having a great Christmas season so far?

· God in the flesh to reveal himself.

· God made himself knowable.
· God offering himself to all of humanity

· Here I am.  Have all of me, all the goodness I have to offer.

· Reveals himself to us in ways that we can understand & experience.

· Not just know God in our head, but experience him in real way.
· In middle of Christmas Message Series :: Here’s To A Meaningful Christmas

· How can we receive all that God has for us this Christmas?

· How can we experience all joy, wonder, peace and focus that it brings?

· Two Weeks Ago :: God wants us to experience both peace & joy 

· Peace – bring simplicity and focus to our lives.  Not busier.

· Joy – Time to celebrate.  Experience joy, especially with others.

· Last Week :: 3 Elements to an unwreckable Christmas.  Explored Passover

· Gathering with other people, Celebrating God by feasting.

· Remember to keep Jesus at the Center of Christmas. 
· NEXT WEEK TEASER :: Dreaming Big With God For 2011 – inspiring 

· What’s possible if we dreamed big with God for our lives 2011
· How can we experience the God who revealed himself in Christmas?
· In Hebrew language, most of OT written in, “to be called” is same as “to be”
· Look at the names of God, 

· Reveal who God is, what God is like.

· More importantly – How he offers himself to us.

· How we can experience him.

· Two main places that foreshadow the coming of this Promised One in Xmas.

· Reveal what he would be like, how we could experience him.  

Matthew 1:18-24 (NLT)
· Jesus :: The God who takes away our sin and restores our brokenness.  
· V. 21 “you are to name him Jesus as he will take away the sins of people.”

· Jesus from Hebrew Yeshua, literally means “the Lord saves.”
· The purpose in Jesus coming was to save all people from sin. 

· Mark 10:45.  For the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.

· Sin is simply means “missing the mark.”

· God has established guidelines for a good life in Bible.

· Shows us how to relate to our self, to others, to God.

· Any time go outside of these boundaries, we “sin”.

· The consequence of sin is a break in the relationship in those areas.

· We become disconnected from our self

· Feel angry, guilty, shameful, experience pain

· We become disconnected from the people around us.
· Fearful of intimacy, not trusting, selfish OR abused.  
· We become disconnected from God.

· Because we have chosen to rebel, go our own way.

· We put ourselves as God over our life, instead of God.
· By doing this, don’t realize, but withdraw from God.  
· Jesus came to give his life for our sin

· So that the effects of those sins could be taken away.

· IL – WHAT ILLUSTRATE SIN BEING TAKEN AWAY?  

· Brokenness that the sin caused could be healed.

· Us freed from guilt, feeling of failure, shame, pain.
· Us reconnected to those we offended

· Able to forgive those who offended us. 

· Us reconnected to the God who loves us

· AP ?? Maybe you need God to be Savior to you this Christmas?

· Free you from guilt of things that you are done that ashamed of

· Or the guilt of not doing things the way that you wanted.

· Restore relationships that have been broken by wrong done.
· Or help you to forgive those who have wronged you. 
· Restore your connection to God as you relinquish control.
· Immanuel :: The God who understands us.
· V. 23  The writer Matthew makes analysis and quotes Isaiah 7:14

· Prophet who heard from God 400 years before Jesus

· Spoke about what this Messiah, Promised One would be like.

· That he would not be distant and unknowable, that enter into situation.


· There was this tremendous anticipation in times of NT – 

· Waiting for God to reveal himself in this way
· What would that look like?  How would that happen?  

· Baby shows up on the scene, God appears to humanity, takes on human flesh.

· People recognize: THIS IS IT, this is God revealed in baby Jesus
· Then, Jesus walks 33 ½ years in our shoes.

· Feels our emotions – fear, loneliness, disappointment

· Knows what it is like to walk daily as a human.

· Jesus is the God who identifies with us in our humanity.

· IL – I don’t know about you, feel so helpless some times.

· Facing situations in life, struggle, emotions, fear, rejection.

· Who would understand me?

· Look at this Jesus, born in a stable, to poor, minority parents.

· He can identify with where I am at.

· Connect with this God through prayer 

· YOU UNDERSTAND ME>

· AP – Maybe you need the God who revealed himself as Immanuel 

· God who identifies with us in our humanity

· You need to feel understood,
· In our emotions, what we face in life.

· TS – Another awesome scripture that reveals who God is.

· From same book that Matthew, quoted, writer named Isaiah

· See what this reveals to us about who God is, how experience him.

Isaiah 9:1,2 & 6 (NLT)
· Wonderful Counselor :: The God who offers to guide us.
· V. He will be called “Wonderful Counselor”

· Some believe that “wonderful” is actually another name for God.

· Rather than just an adjective of “Counselor”

· The qualities of this Promised One, this Messiah 

· He will be a simply amazing person, leader, hero.

· Surely the case when you study the life of Jesus.

· How amazing he was.

· Fighting injustice, including outsiders.

· Allowing God’s supernatural power flow

· “Counselor”

· He would offer wise counsel, sound advice, give great wisdom.
· God who would speak directly to our hearts and lives.

· That we, as humans, could hear God guiding us inside.
· John 16:7  “It is for your good that I go away . . . When I go, I will send the Counselor to you.”  

· After Jesus left the earth in physical form, told of sending his spirit

· The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, who be with us forever.

· Speak to us, reveal God’s will to us, guide us, direct us.

· IL – Our entire culture seems to be desperate for advice.

· Self-help book sales, spiritual mediums, 

· The popularity of leaders like Oprah and Dr Phil.
· Generally, we feel overwhelmed by all that we have to face in life.

· Parenting, work, relationships, managing money, our selves. 

· We need advice, wisdom, direction, HELP.
· Not only that, but we need direction and purpose – where am I going?

· What are worth-while goals for next year?

· Where to live?  Who to marry?  How many kids have?

· What is my purpose?  What does the future hold?  
· As the Counselor, God promises to lead and guide our lives.

· When we come to him, ask for his help, input.

· Dial down, spend time learning what his voice sounds like.

· In Life Group with others who pray for you, help you hear.

· Help you to discern once you have heard.

· AP- Maybe you need God to meet you as Immanuel this Xmas

· Give you wisdom for something that facing.

· OR direction for the future.  
· Almighty God :: The God who loves to rescue us.  
· Next name that God known by “Almighty God.”

· He would be powerful, great and strong.  
· That he would be the hero of the world 

· Rescue humanity from any evil or effects of sin.

· That he would deliver humanity from bondage.

· CONTEXT :: Backdrop for this is the Exodus story = last week.

· Israelites, were people God chose to display himself to world

· In slavery in Egypt.  Being abused by ruling class.  
· They cry out God and he comes to rescue in miraculous way.
· IL – I think of how often I get myself in a jam.

· Or talk to others who get themselves in trouble.

· Where are we going to turn?  What are we going to do?

· God offers to be the one who rescues us from whatever situation.

· No matter how much we’ve screwed up or been screwed over.

· No matter how bad decision was – He there to RESCUE us.
· AP – Maybe you find yourself in over your head today, sticky situation.

· Need to be rescued.  God love to come to our aid.

· Can cry out to him, see him come and meet our lives.
· Everlasting Father :: The God who is eternal and all-powerful.  
· The father of eternity.  

· Father here denotes possession.  The one who possesses eternity.

· The one who hold eternity in hands :: outside of time and space.

· “Is God able to pull through?”  “Is he powerful enough?”

· As God, he is not limited by same things that limit us.

· He is the one who created the heavens & earth with one breath

· He holds the world in his hands.

· He knows the beginning and the end & every detail in between.

· He rules over every King, President, Commander & Leader earth knows.

· His watch over our lives never ends.  He never sleeps.

· He never grows tired.  He can handle anything.

· Understanding that God is eternal and all-powerful give us confidence 

· Not just wishing in space; hoping into the universe.
· We are entrusting our lives to a God who is limitless & all-powerful.  
· AP – Maybe you need to feel the strength of the Everlasting Father this Xmas

· Maybe you are feeling weak, need strength, 
· Need someone to carry you for a while = he IS ABLE to do that. 
· Prince of Peace :: The God who offers us and the wider world his lasting peace.
· What would distinguish him from other rulers is his quest for peace.

· Where they are bent on conquest, vengeance and blood.

· Jesus would come and in the greatest act of power, lay down his life.

· Unite the world through his humility and love.

· His goal to end war, bring harmony, reconcile people, bring order to the nations, teach way for us to live in peace.

· See this in his teaching, way he lived his life.

· “Love enemies”

· Call to lay down our life for one another

· Taught us to use power given to come under others.

· Promise of his eternal reign of peace.  
· Jesus came the first time as a weak infant.

· Coming again as the ruling king over all nations.

· He will reign forever with those who cooperated with him during their lifetime.

· Those who chose his way peace, love and self-sacrifice
· Over selfish desire, pursuing own ends.

· AP – Offers us a vision of peace for our own lives.

· He can come in and bring order, peace and harmony into life.

· Bring order where there was chaos, 

· He can heal relationships that are broken.

· Empower us to forgive those who hurt us.

· Stop cycle of violence and bitterness

· AP – offers a vision of peace for our world.

· His desire for every person and people group be united by him

· Synthesis 

· One of the things that is so incredible to me about God.

· Is that he reveals himself in all of these different ways.
· He made himself knowable.  
· Not a one-dimensional God = like Wizard of Oz 

· Distant, kind of freaky, firey, unknowable.

· But, multi-faceted, dynamic, able to meet us in variety of ways.
· Through every season of our life.

· Different times struggle with different things.
· Able to save us from our sin, guilt, connect us to others & God.

· Understands what it is like to live in our shoes.

· Offers to speak directly to our hearts, guide us in life, give wisdom.

· Reveals himself as hero in story, ready to rescue us from predicament

· He is outside of time and space – overly powerful and able.

· Comes to give us peace, teach us how to live in peace

· Offers a solution to the violence we see in world.
How can we experience all that God is this Christmas season?
· God wants to reveal himself to each of us in this Christmas season.

· How do we do that? 
· Identify how you need God to meet you this Christmas season?

· God revealed himself like this in Jesus at Christmas, so that receive HIM.

· So that Christmas would be about experiencing God in these ways.

· God offers himself to us in these different ways, to personally meet us.

· Truly, the whole point of today, is not just that we hear or know about God 

· But these things become an INVITATION TO YOU to EXPERIENCE GOD

· Two groups of people here today.

· Hear this inspire you to connect with God deeper = powerful

· Hear this, think “That;’s nice” and do nothing with it.  

· So, what aspect or aspects of God do you need right now?

· Out of those six that we discover in Christmas, what do you need?

· Encourage you to take time to assess where you are at.

· Take time to be still, do some reflecting, look inside.

· What do I need from God right now?

· Invite God to give you the full gift of himself this Christmas?

· The obvious next step is just simply inviting God to meet you in this way.

· Reflecting on these various names / attributes of God.

· And inviting him to meet you in that way this season.

· Do you need Jesus as Savior? 

· Free you from power of sin, addiction.

· Free you from guilt.  

· Heal relationships caused by bad decisions.

· Reconnect you with him.

· Do you need Immanuel 

· The God who understands our human situation.

· Do you need Wonderful Counselor?

· God to speak personally to us,

· Give us wisdom for situations.

· Guidance in life

· Do you need Almighty God?

· The one who can rescue you from whatever situation find self in?

· Do you need Everlasting Father?

· God who is limitless and all-powerful.

· Do you need the Prince of Peace?

· Bring order, focus and peace into the chaos of your life.

· Bring peace into relationships

· Larger prayer = peace into violence see in world 

· Neighborhood, city, nation, world.

· Offer yourself as a distributor of God’s gifts to others.

· One of the most powerful ways to experience God in these ways.

· Is to be used by him to bring these things to others around us.

· When we allow him to use us as instrument of His character to others.

· Chances are, as you experience God in these ways, others around you need 

· Family members, co-workers, friends, neighbors.

· Experience God is these different ways through us.

· Share that Jesus able to alleviate our guilt, restore brokenness that bad decisions cause.

· Become Immanuel to someone else by being with them in difficult time; inviting them in to your celebration, share your joy.

· If someone you know needs direction or advice, tell them that God loves to lead us.  They can invite Him to speak to them directly.

· Someone in difficult situation.   “God is able to rescue you!”  

· Believe with them that God bail them out as they cry out.

· Someone whose life is chaotic, unorganized, marred with stress, strife.

· God can meet them and bring a stillness.

· Hope for world filled with violence, divisions, war, genocide.

· Jesus vision is to bring all people together through him.
·       Reflection Questions

· o   Take a few minutes and consider how you want or need God to meet you this Christmas season. 

· o   Do you need him as Jesus, the Savior?

·   To free you from sin, addictions, habits?  To relieve guilt or shame? 

·   To reconnect you to others around you that you have hurt?

·   To give you the power to forgive those who have hurt you?

· o   Do you need God as Immanuel: that God who understands us?

·   Do you need God to feel close and that he identifies with you?

· o   Do you need God as Wonderful Counselor.

·   Do you need wisdom or guidance in any area?

· o   Do you need God as the Almighty God?

·   Are you in a place where you are stuck and you need rescue?

· o   Do you need God as Everlasting Father?

·   Do you need to receive God’s strength and know he is able to pull you through any situation?

· o   Do you need God as your Prince of Peace?

·   To bring peace into the restlessness or chaos of your life?

·   Or to give you hope and vision for how to bring hope into the world?

· o   Now, sit in a quite place and ask him to come meet you in that way.

·   Have an expectation that he will indeed come and meet you! 

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· Response

· God, I NEED YOU today.

· I want to experience the fullness of who you are.

· Help me to identify where I need you.

· Then, to call out to you to come and meet me there.

· Time to reflect and connect with God right now.

· Get prayer

