· I am excited to be here today.

· I hope that you had an incredible Christmas season.

· Heard some of you experienced Christmas filled with more meaning.
· We are in the lull between Christmas and New Years.

· Opportunity to take some time to think about where headed in New Year.

· Do you have any New Years resolutions that you want to make?

· Are there adjustments to your life that you are thinking about making?

· Things you feel called to DO / BE that you are going to pursue this year?

· We all want to live big lives, lives that matter, lives filled with purpose.

· It’s why we resonate with stories of people larger than life.

· Those who faced insurmountable odds and yet became successful.

· The guy or gall who regular, but mustered up courage = won!
· Or did something extraordinary with their life.  
· IMAX documentary on Everest, disaster of 1996, lost 8 people trying to summit

· Something inside of me, “Wow, I want to try that.  That’s incredible!  :

· Really resonated with the courage and determination of those people.
· Stories of regular people living extraordinary lives.

· How can we live extraordinary lives for things that really matter?
· How can we live lives that matter, lives filled with purpose.  

· TODAY :: How can we dream bigger for 2011 than we ever have before?
· Next Week TEASER :: Aaron Boothe, How To Live Life Infused With Hope.  

· As sit here on threshold of another year.

· How can we take full advantage of the time that lies before us?

· See God do some things in our life that way beyond our wildest dreams.

· Take a look at a scripture that given me a lot of courage for my own life
· . . . and encouraged me to dream big.  
Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)

· “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”
· Take a look at a few thoughts found here that speak to . . .
· Dreaming Big Dreams With God In 2011.  
· God is the ultimate source of a life of big dreams. 

· Even at the sound of this thought “dream big” - many of us feel overwhelmed.

· I can’t do this.  I can’t live big.  I’ve tried before and failed.

· I don’t have what it takes.  Who am I to try big things?  
· Cool part = dreaming big for God does not depend on how able we are.

· Eph 3:20  “God is the able one”

· “Through HIS mighty power at work in us.”

· God filling our lives with HIS might & power.  

· It is about a God we follow who is all-powerful and limitless.

· What makes our endeavor different than self-help, or self-motivation
· Self-help, unlock your potential (which partially good)

· But, what about when our strength fail, our ambition end?

· We need something outside of us that is the source of our strength, vision and passion.

· It is not about us putting faith in ourselves.

· We are invited to put trust in God who well beyond us.  

· IL - When started Hillside Church.

· We were just a bunch of misfits with a dream.  
· Did not have a lot of talent.  Did not have a lot of time.

· Did not have a lot of training.  Did not have a 5 year plan.

· Did not have experience (me 23).  None done this before.

· What we did have (and still do have) is this HUGE faith in God.

· That God is powerful, able to do ANYTHING.

· He will give us what we need to dream big and then do it.

· TS – When we see God as the source of dreams, rather than self

· Gives us the strength & ability to dream big.

· Dreaming big dreams comes from connecting with the God who is infinitely creative.
· Where do big dreams for our life originate, where come from?

· IL – I don’t know about you, I am not that creative.
· Can’t come up with big ideas or dreams for life on own.
· But find that when connect with God in times of prayer.

· Sitting on the porch of Dunn Bros, or woods Deer Hunt

· Quite down and listen - God begins to speak dreams to me
· The God who offers himself to us is the same God who created all we see

· Spirit of God that breathed all of creation in existence.

· Genesis 1:1,2  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  Then God said . . .”
· Beauty, complexity, power, mystery that see around us.

· “His mighty power flowing through our lives.”

· Again, God is the source . . .
· And one of the things that he offers is limitless creativity.

· When tap into Him, tap into powerful source of creativity.

· Jesus describes this type of connection with God’s spirit this way.

· John 7:38  “Whoever believe in me, as the scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.”  

· When connected to the living God, limitless source of power and creativity and life flow out– coming through us into wider world.

· TS – So God is ultimately the source of big dreams.

· We can connect him – source- receive his creativity & dreams.  
· God has chosen to directly involve us in developing and living out his big dreams for the world.

· One of craziest things, God invites us to co-create with him in the world today.
· One of the weirdest parts of this verse is that it alludes to fact that God wants to use us to dream with him to accomplish his purposes in world.

· God is not just God independently working out his will, apart from us.

· He has chosen to limit his control in the world, 

· Inviting us cooperate with him.  Involving us in his work
· Powerful part in John 15, where Jesus talking with his followers- final speech. 
· John 15:15 “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”
· Because of Jesus’ death on the cross – we become friends of God.

· Which completely changes way we see our relationship with God

· And our mission in the world.

· Being friends with God changes our relationship with God. 
· Way Jesus describes the relationship he wants to have with us.

· You are friends, like to hang with friends, not employee

· God likes us, wants to hang out, share life.  

· Going to tell us what his dreams for the world are. 

· God is not keeping his dreams a secret, reveal to friends.

· IL – Again, think back to when we started this church.

· God just simply began to speak to a group of us.

· “I want a church in the heart of downtown, gather people.

· “Make a tangible difference in the neighborhood.”
· AP - See selves as friends, “God, what do you want to say to me.”

· Have confidence that he reveal himself to us.  
· Being friends with God changes the way we see our function as Christians.  
· Working WITH God rather than FOR God.

· Not working to earn God’s love or approval.

· Working from a place where we loved and approved of.  

· Not robots to do God’s bidding, not worker ants, but friends.

· We are participants in what God is up to in the world.  

· Cooperating with God in his vision for the world. 

· God is powerful over all, but chosen to limit power.

· To give each of us free will, ability to chose.

· God’s will done when we chose to cooperate with him.

· Some object to this, thinking that God cannot possibly include us, sinful.

· Because of sin pollution in us, we can’t trust selves.  God can’t trust us.
· This is an errant belief that very destructive and not Biblical.  

· Romans 6:10,11  “When [Jesus] died, he died once to break the power of sin.  So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus.”  

· The purpose of Jesus’ death was to free us from internal pollution of sin.

· This internal pollution is what makes us bent on living for selves.

· Serving own interests, wanting to be center of attention, get credit in life, promote selves, do own thing.  

· But, cause of Jesus we can be free from this pollution at salvation

· As engage with God, this sin has less hold on our lives.

· Less selfish, less pride, less take credit, not do own thing.

· Think that “being spiritual” means get rid of all self, reject physical.  
· Including dreams, creativity, passions, engagement with world.
· IL – Being Christian means being lame, dead to everything

· “I love Jesus, but that’s all.  Not engage world.”  
· This Gnosticism – all that his physical is bad, spiritual is good.

· Not Biblical – physical is not bad, just needs redeemed.

· This IS KEY, because God not looking for walking dead people.

· He looking for redeemed people who transformed by cross
· Break all the ways that sin has hold of our lives.

· SO THAT we can live fully alive in him!

· “Alive to God through Christ Jesus.”

· Following Jesus unlocks the potential in our lives because the taint of sin no longer holding us back.

· We are free to dream,, create, live, engage in wider world.   

· In the fullness of our human possibility, not tainted by sin~
· Engage with wider world with all talent, passion, life in us.  
· We see God involving people in his work in the world throughout Bible.

· Exodus 31:3-5   1Then the LORD said to Moses, 2“See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts— 4to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship.    (BEZ_A_LEL)
· Filled with Spirit of God to CREATE FOR GOD!  That’s Spiritual!

· 1 Kings 8:15-17  David known Bible, history for building temple for God

· God chooses David and DAVID chooses to build temple.

· God trusts David and allow him to dream and create.

· TS – So, God has chosen to involve us in a direct way with his bigger dreams 

· . . .for the world & he invites us to connect with him in this.  
· God invites us to dream bigger than we ever have before (because he can do the impossible through us)!
· What if doing the impossible is supposed to be normal?
· What if we, as people, are consistently dreaming way to SMALL for our lives?

· What if we asked ,”What’s possible” instead of saying ,”That’s not possible.”
· God is inviting us to dream bigger than we ever have before with him.

· God invites us to make a huge impact with our lives.
· John 15:16 You didn't choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.
· This whole passage is about genuine, deep connection to God, prayer.
· First thought, that God is the ultimate source of big dreams.
· As we are connected to God in relationship, his dreams become ours.
· We begin to take on his heart for what he wants to see in world.
· Serve those around us.   Care for poor, to love children.
· Defend the oppressed.  Work for justice.  

· Invite other people to experience God along with us.
· Fresh dreams spring from our creativity that’s connected to his heart.

· And his vision and passion for the wider world.

· In this place of lasting connection – Spiritual Synergy – lasting fruit.
· This is when our lives begin to matter most 

· Living for the right things, stuff that really matters in end. 
· Experience exponential impact because God blesses our efforts.

· We “ask the father” he gives us what we need.

· Because our heart is building his kingdom, doing his work

· Not building our own kingdom, working for self.

· IL – Mother Theresa – 
· All she wanted to do was God’s will love sick & poor

· She never tried to be famous or successful, just faithful.

· “God did not call me to be successful, he called me to be faithful.”

· But, she became “successful” because God blessed faithfulness

· Expanded her IMPACT – lasting fruit.
· ,
· We will see powerful impact as we work with God, for what he values.

· Then he bless, expand that, give favor, working for right thing.  
· See a lasting impact with our lives! 
· God invites us to live through the eyes of possibility.  

· The Bible is filled with regular men & women

· Who really ordinary, not very gifted, in disadvantaged situations

· But they saw the world through eyes of possibility.

· “OK God, I know you can do anything, 

· “So, I want to see situation through eyes of possibility.”  
· And he used them for some very powerful things.
· IL – Deborah – Judges, no one to lead people, stood up.

· Lead with wisdom and spiritual passion.

· IL – Joshua & Caleb going in to the land that God promised.

· All others see impossible, giants, huge walls.  God CAN.
· IL – Peter & John, guy who was crippled in legs at gate beautiful.

· “What we have, we give you.”

· We are invited to live with big dreams that create significant impact.  .

· Passion as film maker - Making films that matter in our world.

· Writing poetry or prose that incredibly deep and powerful.

· Investing in the lives of kids.  Serving our city tangible ways. 

· Creatively engage our world to make better place, 

· Figure out a way to get water for those who have none, 

· Help to feed those who are starving.

· Invent ways to cure diseases

· Make laws, work for justice, see families restored.

· Passion for music – writing most cutting edge songs - matters
· IL Mumford & Sons – Marcus is the son of John & Ellie

· Leaders in the Vineyard movement UK.

· Will you and I live looking at what is possible?

· Will we be remembered in generations to come?

· Will our grandchildren tell stories of what accomplished w lives?

· Will we make such an impact, that lives impact many, many people throughout the world and in generations to come?

· What would you do if there were no limits?

· What would you do if you could do anything at all with your life?

· No matter how skilled or not, how young our old, trained or no

· What contribution do you have to make that uniquely yours?

· What were you put on this earth to accomplish?

· What dreams have you had that maybe you shoved down, impossible?

· What ideas have you thought of that not talked to others about because only “silly dreams.”
· Synthesis ::  It’s time for us to dream together and individually, like never before.

· To connect with God and ask him to give us big dreams for our lives.

· Realize that we are MAIN ACTORS in the story of our life.

· That what we do matters in this world.

· To engage as participants with God’s big dreams in the world.

· To dream bigger than ever have for our lives.
· ,

· ,

· ,

· ,
Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
Response

· How many of you would say, “I want to dream big with God in 2011?”

· God, take away our fear, our insecurities, whatever holds us back, 
· We need you to help us do this, can’t do it on our own!  
· We admit that we need freedom from sin pollution – that taint dreams, turn to self

· Jesus, free us from all of our sin.  We recognize that we are flawed.

· We pray that through power of Spirit, cut off influence of sin pollution.

· So, live fully alive in you – use brains, creativity, dream big, 

· Ask you to awaken dreams in our community today.

· Dreams to cooperate with you to change this world, help others.

· Dreams that will impact many in this generation, talked about for generations to come.

· “God, I ask you for dreams for me life, that bigger than me.”  
· Speak to me as I engage in relationships with you.  
Discussion Questions

· Reread Ephesians 3:20, What do you think when you read that?

· What is the difference between dreaming with God and dreaming on our own?

· How is seeing God as all-powerful and limitless connected to dreaming big?

· Why do you think that God chooses to invite us to co-create with him in the world?

· Have you ever felt like dreaming on your own is bad?

· What does Romans 6:10,11 say happens when we connect to Jesus?

· How does this affect our inner evil passions?

· Read Exodus 31:3-5 :: Is creativity spiritual or godly?

· What does John 15:16 say will happen when we connect deeply to God?

· Are there any dreams that you have for your life that you have given up on?

· What would you do if there were no limits?

· What do you feel is your unique, God-given contribution to the world?
