· Intro

· I am excited to be back on stage.  Nice break.  Great job Aaron & Jay. 
· Today, share from my heart what God speaking to us.
· Vision and direction for the year ahead.  
· God is doing something fresh and new.

· Isaiah 43:18,19

· Tuesday staff // Wednesday prayer // Elder retreat.
· Clear direction for our community.  
· What we feel God leading us to

· Two Words :: Simplify & focus.
· Simplify our lives to do only the most important things.

· Focus our lives on what God is calling us to.  
· Easy to become busy with so many things, remember what VIP

· Canceling a bunch of events on the HC calendar.

· Examining our lives, how we spending our time.
· Free all of us up to experience God greater way, follow him.
· Our Focus :: Three main focal points
· Deep connection to Jesus.
· Christianity is not DOING a bunch of stuff for God.

· It is being invited in to relationship with God, experience him

· Living our lives out of our connection to God.  

· In the end, church or religion will not change us.

· Only an encounter with God will.

· Biblical narrative = people sought God, he responded.

· Their lives transformed & calling.

· Noah, Abram, Deborah, Samuel, David, Esther.
· Simplify our schedule in order to spend lots of time seeking God.

· Experience all that he has to offer us . . . 

· To receive his love.

· I John 3:1 “See how much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children.” 
· Spend time allowing God to pour his love into our hearts.

· So we are secure in God’s love for us.  Not striving.  
· Overflowing with his love so we met & GIVE that love away.  
· To engage in ongoing inner healing and transformation.

· 2 Corinthians 3:18  “And the Lord – who is the Spirit – makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.”  
· God wants to bring healing to the deepest parts of our lives.

· Relationships, emotions, memories, 

· Process of transformation to happen for rest of our lives.

· More and more free from what holds us back.

· Sin, emotional dysfunction, empty well run to.

· Tempting to keep busy to avoid inner stuff.  

· Time to quiet down, listen to God, where taking you

· Engage with him in how you really doing.

· To hear his voice leading us.
· John 10:27  “My sheep listen to my voice.  I know them and they follow me.” 
· There are lots of good things to do in life, even in church.

· Simplify, do ONLY what God calling us to do.
· JAY last week teaching – LEANING IN to God’s voice.
· Deep connection to others in spiritual relationships.

· Time to connect deeply with other people.

· Taking time to develop life-long friendships = having fun.
· Taking initiative to cultivate relationships, share dinner, go out.
· Pursuing God in relationship with others.
· Acts 2:42

· Consistent connection to others who help us grow spiritually

· Pray for each other, encourage, dream, plan together. 
· AP – Our vision for Life Groups.

· Foster relationships with people who come HC.

· Live this out together, pray one another, friendships developed.

· Get in one!

· Vision to establish a bunch more groups.

· Make a place for everyone in our church community.
· Living out our Kingdom call in our daily life.

· The purpose of church is to gather, celebrate, refreshed in worship,
· AND Inspirited / taught in scripture.

· Empower us TO GO OUT into daily lives.  6 ¾ days. 
· Pastors :: stand behind you, encourage you, help give tools.
· Wherever you are at every day, that’s your Kingdom calling.

· That is your church.  

· Neighbors, friends, coworkers, café, hobbies.  
· Bring God’s power into the middle of that place.
· God’s hope, healing, purpose, life, freedom, peace.  
· Church is not the spiritual place.

· The spiritual place is what you do every day.

· Our goal at HC is to help empower you, stand behind you

· Help you dream, learn and grow

· TO GO OUT into your daily life.

· This is why canceling all that not essential.

· Give us all more time in wider world.

· Job – See vocations as the place where dream with God.

· Shaun, Bob, Greg M, JP, 

· Not as obvious = pray coworkers, work with integrity, build city.
· Family – primary ministry to wife and kids, NOT RUNNING

· Neighborhoods – Cloquet, Two Harbors, South Superior, 

· Hillside, UMD area.

· Impact these spheres where God placed us.

· Start other churches in these areas?  
· We already have all that we need to live out God’s purposes.  

· 2 Peter 1:3

· Everything that we need to make huge impact in world.
· Do you love God?  Yes

· Do you want to love others?  Yes

· Matthew 28 & Acts 1 = I am ALWAYS WITH YOU.

· Ezekiel 47 (reference only)

· Vision of the temple of God.

· Place where God dwells in OT

· God doing a new thing. 

· In Jesus, breaking down the walls

· Temple curtain torn in two = “You can’t contain me.”

· As go out from temple, the water gets deeper – spirit power.
· Don’t you dare keep the good stuff in here.

· The good stuff that I offer is for the wider world.  
· 1 Corinthians 3:16

· Paul went as far to say, “ You are the temple of God, 
· BECAUSE the LIVING SPIRIT OF GOD is in you.”
· As you go, God is in you to work through you to bring power.
· Share message of Jesus’ hope.  No more loneliness.

· Bring purpose, life, healing, lasting freedom.  
· God’s creative Spirit to help you dream big, live a big life.

· Christianity not intended to restrict us, but expand us.

· God give us BIG DREAMS for our life

· Engage with the world around us.  
· Our Vision

· We started this church 10 years ago to create church where all welcomed

· Draw people from all over Duluth area.
· All different backgrounds, walks of life.  
· Impact this local area called Hillside and our own spheres of influence.
· 6 years ago moved into Encounter.

· IL - Within 1 year, police officer, crime went down.

· IL - Talking with Don Ness last week.

· What do you need from us?

· Keep doing what you are doing.
· Also seen God use us as individuals impact our sphere.

· Ministering to neighbors, praying for co-workers.

· Living with purpose in workplace 
· We feel God broadening our vision :: Asking us to DREAM BIGGER.  
· WE want to stay right here in heart of city – downtown area.

· Intersection of arts, business, tourism, residential.

· Continue to see this area changed for the better.  
· Which it is rapidly – Kozy.

· May not always be in this building 
· Exploring 3 other options within 6 block radius.

· What will serve you and the city at large?  
· DREAM BIGGER :: Not just impact neighborhood called Hillside

· Impact every neighborhood that we represent + our spheres
· Vision = Cloquet to Two Harbors, South Superior  to Cotton.

· 219,000 people in this area who not attend church.

· 200 churches of 1,000, still not all reached.

· Acts 1:8 :: Jesus call on his followers 

· We are a church for this city and area.

· Creating a place where invite people around your life.

· Quality worship, great teaching, life groups, genuine community, place to serve the world.

· Your co-workers, friends, neighbors, family members,

· Come along with you to this church that you love.

· So EXPERIENCE THE LIVING GOD, as you have.

· STAT = If someone show up 20% likely to stick.

· If invited by someone who part 80% likely.

· Your ministry every day.  

· Bring the kingdom to your sphere of influence

· Invite people back to be part of this community that we together create.
· We have the most amazing privilege, ever.

· To introduce people to the God who longs to bring life.

· Tell the story of God.

· God longs for everyone to be connected to him.

· So much that he sent Jesus to give life.

· In order to free us from pollution of sin.

· We don’t have to live in regret or slavery.

· We can actually be different.

· Everyone invited to experience his life to full.

· John 10:10 :: His desire.

· Matthew ?? :: The Doorway.
· IL – I think of my life before Jesus.

· Lonely, looking for love, relationships, weed

· Felt stuck, no purpose or life.

· Surrendered my life to Jesus and began healing.

· Filling with purpose, life, hope, peace, freedom

· Walk with me every day.

· What a privilege that we get to share this with

· Coworkers, neighbors, friends, family, café

· Whether lives are great or going awful.

· Benefit from Jesus
· Dreaming outside the box with God.
· As we pursue God, experience him, fall in love with him more deeply

· We receive his heart for those around us = his dreams!  

· What does this city need from us as a church?

· How can we better meet the needs of this city & area?

· We are here to serve Duluth and area

· Your neighbors, friends, coworkers

· What can we do?

· Dream with God who has the answers!

· If you have idea, tell us!

· Things that we can do together as church to reach

· Yoga classes, dance classes, concerts, community meetings, play groups, MOPS, exercise classes?

· Things to encourage to do in own sphere.

· Block Party in every neighborhood.

· Change the service time?
· Maybe going to 10am Sundays, starting summer.

· Lots of feedback that service too late.  
· Begin an evening service?
· 6pm service to give a different option. 
· Parking two blocks away.

· Visitor two weeks ago could not find spot.

· If regular, two blocks away, to allow them.

· Dedicating ourselves to generous giving.

· What could God do if we all got radically generous?

· Not just giving what comfortable to God’s work

· But looking for ways to free up $.

· There is something amazing about sacrificing for something way larger than who we are.

· Get to be part of God’s unfolding plan for this city, area and world.  EXCITING!  
· Response

· God, help me to know & experience you more than I ever have.

· God, help me to connect deeply in spiritually focused relationships. 

· God, help me to know your larger dream for my life and see my every day as my Kingdom calling.

· God, help me to see what you are doing in this city and the dreams you have for the future.

· God, help me to contribute to your workings through Hillside Church.  
· Questions for further thought and discussion.

· Review the three areas of focus that we are dialing in to this season.

· How would you describe your connection to God?

· How much time to you carve out regularly to spend with God?

· Would you want to carve out more time to be with God?  How?

· Are you regularly engaging in relationship with other people pursuing Jesus?

· Do you see your every day life as your “mission field”?

· What does 2 Peter 1:3 say about if you are “ready” or not for that?

· See also 1 Corinthians 3:16

· What do you think are God’s bigger dreams for Duluth and this area?

· How might we dream as a church to better reach this city and area?

· What part might you play in this greater vision?
