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Romans 12.1,2 [Message] :: So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be changed from the inside out.  Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 

 

Responding to what God has done deeply    connects    us to the spiritual realm.

Ephesians 2.1-6 [Message] :: It wasn't so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn't know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It's a wonder God didn't lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus.”

 

Jesus came in order to make us    alive    in any way that we are spiritually dead.

 

Every moment can be    spiritual    when we invite God fully in to our lives.

 

Seeing things God’s way, through spiritual eyes, requires a change of    perspective   .

 

We are invited to infuse our lives and the wider culture with God’s    possibility   .

 

The mission that we are invited in to is to bring    heaven    here, now.

 

Matthew 6.9-13 (NIV) :: "This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one." 

 

2 Corinthians 5.19-20 :: "...God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God."

 

As we    cooperate    with God, we bring heaven and undo the work of hell.

 

How can we tap in to God’s reality in each moment? 

 

 

   Respond    to what God has done in Jesus and invite his benefits into your life.

 

 

   Invite    God to show you the possibility of each day.

 

 

   Allow    God to use you in each moment to bring heaven and dream for his possibilities.

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought and discussion:

 Reread Romans 12.1,2 in the Message Version.

 What do you notice?

 What things in this passage does Paul encourage us to do?  Why?

 What does Ephesians 2.1-6 say about our need for spiritual awakening?

 Who does Paul say provides this?

 Have you ever felt the temptation to compartmentalize your life between the spiritual and secular?

 How can this be detrimental to our life?

 What is at the thrust of Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 6.9,10

 Why does he say this?

 How is cooperating with God doing the work of heaven and undoing hell?

 Does this excite you?

 What does it do to our everyday reality?

 

