· Seeing the spiritual possibility in the middle of ordinary life.

· Bill’s Email.
· PLAY VIOLIN MISIC IN THE BACKGROUND
· THE SITUATION

· In Washington , DC , at a Metro Station, on a cold January morning in 2007, this man with a violin played six Bach pieces for about 45 minutes.  During that time, approximately 2,000 people went through the station, most of them on their way to work.  After about 3 minutes, a middle-aged man noticed that there was a musician playing.  He slowed his pace and stopped for a few seconds, and then he hurried on to meet his schedule.

· About 4 minutes later the violinist received his first dollar.  A woman threw money in the hat and, without stopping, continued to walk.

· At 6 minutes a young man leaned against the wall to listen to him, then looked at his watch and started to walk again.

· At 10 minutes a 3-year old boy stopped, but his mother tugged him along hurriedly.  The kid stopped to look at the violinist again, but the mother pushed hard and the child continued to walk, turning his head the whole time.  This action was repeated by several other children, but every parent - without exception - forced their children to move on quickly.

· At 45 minutes the musician played continuously.  Only 6 people stopped and listened for a short while.  About 20 gave money but continued to walk at their normal pace.  The man collected a total of $32.

· After 1 hour He finished playing and silence took over.  No one noticed and no one applauded.  There was no recognition at all.

· No one knew this, but the violinist was Joshua Bell, one of the greatest musicians in the world.  He played one of the most intricate pieces ever written, with a violin worth $3.5 million dollars.  Two days before, Joshua Bell sold-out a theater in Boston where the seats averaged $200 each to sit and listen to him play the same music.

· This is a true story.  Joshua Bell, playing incognito in the D.C. Metro Station, was organized by the Washington Post as part of a social experiment about perception, taste and people's priorities.

· This experiment raised several questions:

· In a common-place environment, at an inappropriate hour, do we perceive beauty?

· If so, do we stop to appreciate it?

· Do we recognize talent in an unexpected context?

· One possible conclusion reached from this experiment could be this:

· If we do not have a moment to stop and listen to one of the best musicians in the world, playing some of the finest music ever written, with one of the most beautiful instruments ever made . . .

· How many other things are we missing(God forbid) as we rush through life?
· What if all life is spiritual?  

· What if there are moments like this happening all around us, every day

· But we are too busy and driven to see them?

· Series :; Simple Spirituality

· Time of asking the deep questions of our lives.

· Time as a community to simplify, to focus, to live as created to.

· Two weeks ago :: Life beyond drivenness.

· What is the motivation behind all that we are busy with?

· Why do we do what we do?

· Last week :: All of life comes down to learning to love God, self and others

· Discovered it was the central theme of Jesus teaching, Christianity.

· Today :: Seeing the spiritual possibility in the middle of ordinary life.

· Some times life and faith can feel a lot like busy people on subway

· Running, staying busy, frantic involved in good things.

· Yet, we are missing more VIP things happening all around us

· The unfolding spiritual moments occurring amid our busyness

· We are not connection with each moment

· Question :: How do we fully embrace the beauty of what already happening around us

· How do we dial down, focus, SEE all of those moments around us every day?

· Romans 12:1-2 (Message)
· So here's what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.  Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God.  You'll be changed from the inside out.  Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. 
· Few thoughts related to this passage that help us discover
· How to see the spiritual possibilities in the middle of our every day lives.
· Responding to what God has done deeply connects us to the spiritual realm.
· Two invitations in this particular passage of interest.

· Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.

· Why?

· Paul, the writer of this letter seems to be saying.

· That the spiritual reality around us cannot be fully accessed.

· Until we ourselves become alive spiritually.
· We have broken receptors to the spirituality around us

· Work some, but like fuzzy radio station. 
· This goes back to the purpose of Jesus, what his death on cross

· And resurrection is about.

· Ephesians 2:1-6 (Message)
· It wasn't so long ago that you were mired in that old stagnant life of sin. You let the world, which doesn't know the first thing about living, tell you how to live. You filled your lungs with polluted unbelief, and then exhaled disobedience. We all did it, all of us doing what we felt like doing, when we felt like doing it, all of us in the same boat. It's a wonder God didn't lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus.”
· Jesus came in order to make us alive in any way that we are spiritually dead.
· At the center of this spiritual deadness is this thing called sin.
· Sin, literally means “missing the mark”
· Anything that we do outside of God’s good instructions for our life.

· That causes brokenness in our lives or separation 

· Between us and God.

· Between us and our selves

· Between us and other people.

· Brings restoration in these three areas in our lives.

· So we can experience connection to God.

· All that he offers us 

· Deep forgiveness from regret that we have.

· Peace in the place of anxiety

· Feeling that we have a purpose beyond ourselves.

· Freedom from anything that has power over our life

· Addiction, desperation for love, fear.

· So we can experience connection to our selves.

· Be freed from shame, self-doubt, fear.

· Be honest and face our brokenness so move beyond it

· So we can experience connection to others.

· Security to love people the way that we want to.

· Confidence to reveal the deep parts of our lives to others

· To create true and honest intimacy.

· We begin to receive all of these great benefits when we say “yes” to God

· He is offering all of himself to us, we just have to respond to it.

· On daily basis say YES to what God has for us.

· Invite him fully into our lives.

· Interact with him in place of spiritual connection.

· Ask for all of the benefits that he offer to be given to us.  
· Every moment can be spiritual when we invite God fully in to our lives.
· It can be easy to compartmentalize our lives – spiritual here, secular life here.

· Church = spiritual / job = secular or not spiritual.

· In my room praying = spiritual / bringing dinner to neighbor = secular

· Leading Life Group = spiritual / playing with kids = secular.

· Paul seems to be debunking this whole idea of separation

· He seems to be making a huge pitch for ALL life is spiritual.

· “Here is what I want you to do”

· “Take every day life, and place it before God, as offering”

· “See what you can do with this, God.”

· God is at work all around our lives, we can easily miss it

· If not as obvious – 

· IL – Jesus walking through Samaria, talks to woman at well.

· Jesus sits down because tired, talking to woman, spiritual possibility

· Disciples go into town because they hungry. 

· Come back to offer Jesus a Subway

· “I have food that you know nothing about”

· “What, we went all that way and you had food already.”

· “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me.”

· What sustains me, what gives me life, what I get fired up about

· Is to tap in to that spiritual dimension, what God is up to.

· See each moment through fresh eyes of what God up to.
· Seeing things God’s way, through spiritual eyes, requires a change of perspective.

· He then tells them “Open Your EYES.”

· There are opportunities all around you, every day

· That are profoundly spiritual.

· What you have to do is simply invite me to give you perspective

· To see the entire world through spiritual eyes.

· That all of life is an opportunity for spiritual possibility. 

· Which is kind of a relief, when trying to live spiritual lives.

· Not just when engaging in traditional spiritual practices

· Like prayer, attending church, singing songs.

· Every moment is possibility for spiritual to occur.

· IL – Few weeks ago, leaving in morning, late for mtg, never late

· Neighbor, single woman, garage door not shutting.

· God, “Opportunity for spiritual.”

· Stopped my car, cold morning, she frustrated, bad day 

· helped her fix sensor so that it could close.

· In 4 minutes, felt the situation switch from stress to peace

· Spiritual possibility exists all around us if open our eyes.

· IL – Think of your workplace – your coworkers, work integrity

· Neighborhood – interaction with them, created peace, bring safety

· At home mom & dad – loving your kids most spiritual can do!

· Shawn Shoup last week – stay at home dad, wife med school

· Not learning guitar, work late into night – LOVE KIDS.

· We simply invite God to help us see this way

· We are invited to infuse our lives and the wider culture with God’s possibility.
· One of ways people can think of Christianity as list of things NOT to do.

· IL – Standing outside of jazz club in Denver

· “Christianity seems so repressive at times.”

· Me ,”that’s what happens when people make Jesus into religion”

· Storyline of Bible is God wants what is best for us – good

· His invitations are prescriptions of our health. 

· Invites us into his mission of repairing all that broken in world.
· Whole of the Bible speaks of what is now possible through Jesus.

· That what God up to in the world is to heal it, repair it.

· Connecting people to God, to them self, to each other.

· This is a story of infinite excitement and possibility.

· That we get to be part of.

· Thought – I have become a Christian, now what?

· Go to church, read Bible, pray, stay away from bad, wait for heaven

· Wrong!  

· The mission that we are invited in to is to bring heaven here, now.

· Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV) :: "This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one." 
· Teaches us how to pray, what focus of spiritual connection to God.

· “Bring your kingdom now, here, in my life, as 

· Idea of eternal life, when connect to God in Jesus, eternal life starts NOW
· We are not waiting around for heaven.

· Ridiculous to think that people endure hell now

· Only to hold out for heaven?

· Tell that to woman starving in Africa

· Child who gets beat up every night.

· We need hope NOW to face reality TODAY.
· We have entered into a whole new dimension that’s all around us.

· We’ve become aware of God’s activity and presence all along.

· What he is up to in the world.

· We are invited into this same mission,

· 2 Corinthians 5:19-20 :: "...God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God."
· He is reconciling all people unto himself.

· In order to awaken them from spiritual deadness.

· Connect them to God, self and others.

· Invites us to partner with him in this act of reconciling people.
· As we cooperate with God, we bring heaven and undo the work of hell.

· Talked a bit last week about what hell is.

· Think of it as location under earth where bad people go when die.

· This is a byproduct of Greek philosophy on Augustine

· If study Bible, find that hell is a spiritual condition of separation.

· Disconnection between us and God.

· Feel shame, not forgiven, alienated, REBELLION
· Disconnection from self

· Haunted by fears, shame, failures, not honest
· Disconnection from others.
· Afraid of intimacy, choosing to live in isolation, 
· Choosing our own wall all of the time. 
· Major on our differences rather than making peace

· It is the condition of separation / alienation in three areas 

· With a TRAJACTORY into eternity.

· Hell is not a place God chooses to throw us to punish us = mean
· Hell is what happens when we choose to live apart from God, connection to self, connection to others.

· Hell is God allowing us to choose a state of independence from him that goes on forever and ever and ever.

· As good father, God NEVER want hell to be for us.
· (Hell is not made for us, but fallen angels)
· This is why God is relentlessly pursuing us and all peeps

· Connect to me.

· Let me heal your fears, your self-doubt.

· Let me connect you to one another.

· And why God invites you and me to be involved with telling others what God is up to.
· And inviting them to enjoy the party too.

· God can 
· This opens our lives up to amazing dreams and possibility.

· Christianity is restrictive if it’s just a religion of what we CAN’T DO
· But, if we see if in correct way, through these eyes

· We have opportunity to help people experience heaven.

· To connect deeply to the spiritual realm and to God

· To help others connect deeply to same thing

· And as result be healed our self.

· And see entire world healed and restored.

· Question: How can we tap in to God’s reality in each moment?

· How does God want to use us to bring his life into my work?

· How does God want to use us to bring heaven to neighborhood?

· How does God want to use us as a church to serve this city?

· See areas of brokenness healed and repaired in ten years?

· How does God want us to answer the cries of those facing hell now?

· The abused children?

· The starving in Africa?

· Those who are under the hand of injustice?

· Those who are lonely?

· God is working all around us all the time.

· All we have to do is tap in to that spiritual reality so we don’t miss it.
· There are three primary ways I encourage you to respond to this.

· Respond to what God has done in Jesus and invite his benefits into your life.
· To awaken you spiritually

· To begin the process of healing all that separate you

· From God, from self and others.

· Invite God to show you the possibility of each day.

· Begin with a prayer, Show me what’s possible.

· Give him each minute.

· Ask him to change you perspective and give you new eyes to see.

· Allow God to use you in each moment to bring heaven and dream for his possibilities.
· Look for opportunities to do the work of heaven

· In most ordinary places – job, neighborhood, friends.

· Dream big dreams with God as how he would use you.

· New calling, ideas for engaging the world

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· HAND IN YOUR SURVEY AT THE BACK DOOR TODAY!

· ,

· ,

· Response

· I want to respond to what you have done, Jesus.

· I have brokenness in my life that I want fixed.

· I want to be connected to you God.

· Forgiven, become spiritually alive, 

· I want to be healed myself in my heart

· Freed from shame, self-doubt, fear, 

· I want to be connected to others.

· Forgive others, 

· I invite you to show me the possibility in each moment

· Help me to see the ordinary with your eyes.

· Use me God to bring heaven into my every day life

· To connect people to you, healed themselves, connect others

· My co-workers,  neighbors, friends, global family.
· Questions for further thought and study
· Reread Romans 12:1,2 in the Message Version. 

· What do you notice?

· What things in this passage does Paul encourage us to do?  Why?

· What does Ephesians 2:1-6 say about our need for spiritual awakening?

· Who does Paul say provides this?

· Have you every felt the temptation to compartmentalize your life between the spiritual and secular?

· How can this be detrimental to our life?

· What is at the thrust of Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 6:9,10

· Why does he say this?

· How is cooperating with God doing the work of heaven and undoing hell?

· Does this excite you?

· What does it do to our every day reality?
