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Matthew 6.19-21, 24-27, 31-33 [NIV] :: 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy , and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 24 No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 31 So do not worry, saying 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

Our hearts will    fall in love    with whatever we spend most of our money on.

 

What we spend our time, energy and money on will show us what we really    value    in life. 

 

 

It is impossible to love & serve both    God    and    money    at the same time. 

 

How we spend our money is a question of    devotion   .

 

Mark 8.35 :: "For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it." 

 

How we spend our money is a question of    values   .

 

Matthew 5.6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for what is right, for they will be filled.”

 

Philippians 4.11 :: [Paul says] “I have learned to be content in whatever the circumstances.”

 

Jesus offers two remedies to materialism:

1] Seek after what God    values   , above all else.

What does God value?

 God values the    poor    &    oppressed   .


Isaiah 53.6-8 [NLT]

 God values    widows    &    orphans   .


James 1.27 [NIV]

 God values his    church   .


Malachi 3.8-12 [NIV]

 

The most dangerous prayer you can pray? “God, break my    heart    for what breaks yours.”

 

Regularly and generously    contribute    to what God values.

 

2]     Trust God as our ultimate    sustainer   .

 


God wants to meet our deepest    spiritual    needs.

 



Jeremiah 2.13 [NIV]

 


God wants us to    trust    him so we are freed from worry.  

 

Worry will drive us to    hoard    for ourselves, rather than respond generously.  

 

God promises that if we seek after what he values and trust him with our finances, he will    provide    everything that we need.

 

Questions for further thought and discussion:

 Have you ever found your heart falling in love with the material things around us every day?

 How can our schedule and checkbook show us what we really value?

 Reread Matthew 6.19-33 :: What do you notice?

 Why do you think Jesus says that it impossible to love God and money at the same time?

  What does it mean to “seek for the Kingdom of God above all else”?

 What does God value?

 God values the poor & oppressed  :: Isaiah 53.6-8 

 God values widows and orphans :: James 1.27 

 God values his church :: Malachi 3.8-12 

 What does Jesus say in 6.25 & 6.32 about worry?

 How does worry sabotage our ability to trust God?

 How does this related to becoming materialistic?

 What is God’s promise to us in 6.33 as a result of us following his instruction? 

