Experiencing freedom from the grip of materialism
· Let’s say hypothetically

· Your boss calls you in to the office, tells you that you are getting raise.

· How much of a raise would make you happy?  

· Make you feel more comfortable financially?  That gives me breathing room

· 10%, 20%, 50%, 100%

· At what point do you feel like “I’m good now, I can sleep easy?”
· Todd Henderson is a law professor at the university of Chicago.

· He blogged how Obama’s proposal to increase taxes on those making over a quarter of a million dollars by 4%.

· He said how this hike, if passed, would push his family over the edge and force them to sell their house and cars.

· Because they feel like they are barely making it as it is.

· Turns out, his wife is a doctor, and together make about 450K a year

· And pay 100K in taxes.

· Picked up by several editorialists who slammed him for this.

· The reaction in media so hostile, he gave up blogging, trouble with his wife.

· I am not going to judge their lifestyle.  How they feel is how they feel.

· Extreme situation, but most of us have thought the same thing

· If I just had a little more money, THEN I would he happy, comfortable

· Whether making 10K a year, 30K a year, 65K a year, 100K a year, more

· When is enough, enough?

· Living in our culture, it can be easy to get pulled in to this.

· Pursuing the American Dream

· House, 2 cars, cabin, snowmobiles, new clothes, flat screen TV.

· Inundated every day with advertising :: goal to convince us we NEED

· Create this continual sense of dissatisfaction in our lives.

· Spend the rest of our lives trying to GET those things.

· Trying to acquire the stuff in order to be happy.

· OR we finally do get them, but not happy when we do.

· Live with continual sense of dissatisfaction.

· How can we get free from this trap of materialism and constant desire?

· What does it look like to be comfortable with who we are, what we have?

· Jesus offers some counter-intuitive, pretty radical answers to us.

· To experience freedom from materialism.

· Matthew 6:19-21, 24-27, 31-33 (NIV) :: 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy , and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 24 No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 31 So do not worry, saying 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
I would like to offer two main observations about this passage.

· Our hearts will fall in love with whatever we spend most of our money on.

· Jesus tells us “where our treasure is, our heart will also be there.”

· This is powerful! 

· Seems to be saying two things, really. 

· We will love whatever we spend our time, energy and money on.

· We begin to value and love what we spend our resources on.

· This is the trap of materialism.

· Whatever we give our attention to acquiring.

· We will begin to fall in love with that thing.

· Our hearts will follow our attention & focus.

· Our hearts begin to long for those things.
· The stuff that we have owns us, rather than us owning it.

· Because we receive part of our identity from it.

· We NEED it in order to complete us.
· IL – See this a lot in our culture

· People defined by what they do for living, how much make, how successful they are, how much stuff they have, if newest toy, clothes, gadget.
· IL – Family man
· What his life would have been like if he had not gotten caught up in the pursuit of money.

· The stuff he thought were going to make him happy did not, even though living the high life.  
· Other life revealed to him – ordinary and mundane, but deeply fulfilling. 

· What we spend our time, energy and money on will show us what we really value in life. 
· Money is a very powerful medium.

· It shows us what we truly value, what are lives about.

· Sort of a litmus test for what we are pursuing in life, what goals are.

· What do we really value?  What are our lives about?

· What are we pursuing?  What are our goals.  

· If we want to know where your heart is at, we look at checkbook.

· What are we spending the majority of our money on?

· Self, enjoyment, toys, clothes, OR others, what God values?

· Becomes a way for us to assess if we are too attached to our stuff.

· A way to allow God to show us that we are connected to things that not ultimately fulfill us.  

· At heart of God’s instruction is his desire for us experience true life

· Be free from the control of money, need for stuff.

· Have money and resources, but not be controlled by it.

· It is impossible to love & serve both God and money at the same time.  

· V. 24 “You cannot serve both God and money”

· Wow, that’s a pretty powerful statement.

· Why does Jesus say this?
· How we spend our money is a question of devotion.

· At the heart of what Jesus is saying is that money shows us what we are devoted to.

· What are we pursuing with our lives?

· What are we striving to achieve?

· Who are we truly devoted to?

· Are we devoted to our own happiness?

· Are we devoted to acquiring a bunch of things for us?

· Are we devoted to our security?
· Or are we truly devoted to Jesus?
· To pursuing what he values?

· To investing our money on what matters most to him?
· Part of what it means to follow Jesus is that he gets our devotion.

· We turn our back on what we used to value and pursue

· And begin pursuing him and he FREES US in process.

· Mark 8:35 (NIV) :: "For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it."
· “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it”

· Counter-intuitive, but when we surrender to Jesus, give him everything, that’s when we find life

· Freed from materialism, selfishness, love of things. 
· How we spend our money is a question of values.
· Jesus is saying “you cannot serve both God and money”

· Because the values of how lots of people pursue money are incongruent with what it looks like to follow Jesus.

· Wall Street ,Corporate America don’t embrace Jesus’ values.
· IL – Bernie Madolf 

· Cheat, steal, lie, put others down, to get ahead.

· Do whatever is necessary to maximize profits.
· Integrity has no place in the picture.  
· Or take the American Dream even. 
· Work hard, strive, get ahead, pursue stuff.

· Look out for me and mine.

· All our wealth is a product of our hard work

· Poverty is a byproduct of people NOT working hard.
· Matthew 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for what is right, for they will be filled”
· According to God, doing what is RIGHT is way more important than those who have a bunch of stuff.

· Spiritual health comes from living with integrity.
· Jesus is also saying that we “can’t serve both God and money” because the unbalanced pursuit of and love of money sabotages our ability to receive one of God’s greatest gifts to us:  contentment.  

· One of God’s greatest gifts to us is contentment.

· The ability to be at peace, settled no matter where we are at, what we have, what we don’t have.

· Philippians 4:11 Paul “I have learned to be content in whatever the circumstances.”

· LEARNED

· Trouble, hardship, plenty, want, excess, 

· Joy and inner peace not attached to external situation – specifically what we have.  

· We can’t be in love with money and stuff and experience contentment.  

· Because the infatuation with money and stuff leads to a continual desire for more and more.

· Always something that we don’t have

· Get product and newer comes out.

· Other guy has newer, better, faster, shinier.  

· God wants us to experience his deep contentment.

· No matter what we have or don’t have

· No matter how much we lose or what we don’t get

· Experience his sense of contentment in our lives.
· So, how do we find our way out of this mess?

· How do we experience the fullness of life that God has for us.

· How can we have money, yet not fall in love with it & use it to do good?

· Jesus offers us two main solutions.

· Reason why I appreciate Jesus teaching in Bible so much

· It is extremely practical and helpful for every day life.  

Jesus offers two remedies to materialism:  
· Seek after what God values, above all else.

· V. 33 “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, then receive all.”

· This seems to directly be the remedy to v. 24

· That we can’t serve both God and money.

· Jesus instructs us to give our lives to seeking after what God values.

· Because when we begin to seek what God is about.

· We begin to love and value those things.

· And the love of money and possessions and stuff seems to fade away

· What does God value?  
· God values the poor & oppressed
· Isaiah 53:6-8 (NLT)

· God values widows and orphans
· James 1:27 (NIV)

· God values his church
· Malachi 3:8-12 (NIV)

· God is on a mission to heal the world.

· He has chosen to use all those who follow him.

· Collectively called the church to do this.

· God wants to use us as individuals to accomplish this

· But also something powerful that happens when we come together.  

· We become something together that cannot do alone.

· Dreams for 2011

· God is up to something big here at HC

· Stirring some things among us

· About to do something big, speak to us, open a door.

· We want to better reach 219.000 who do not yet know Jesus / connect to church.

· All of us giving generously to HC

· Working a tithe right into our budget. 

· Giving generously this year.
· Imagine what we can do together.

· BLESSING TO THIS CITY.  
· The idea of loving God more than money is inherently relational.

· As we pursue God, give our lives fully to him

· We begin to value what he values.

· Not a command as much as a way to see where heart at.

· What are we in love with?

· We will do anything out of love.
· IL – Remember when I first fell in love with Krista

· Figure out what she loves, what VIP to her.

· Then do those things, because SHE values them

· As we fall more and more in love with living God.

· We will begin to fall in love with what he loves.

· The most dangerous prayer you can pray:

· “God, break my heart for what breaks yours.”

· People in our community praying this.

· Contrary to personality or situation in life.

· God moves them to care beyond themselves.

· AP – People switching careers to follow God’s heart.

· Someone last week – heard of co-worker struggling financially.  Envelope with anonymous gift toward their rent.  AWESOME
· Regularly and generously contribute to what God values.

· V. 19 Don’t invest in things that are going to rust, fall apart

· Invest in the things that matter in light of eternity.”
· The things that bring heaven here now.
· Seeking the Kingdom about all else means

· Regularly contributing to what God values:
· And YOUR HEART WILL SOON FOLLOW!  
· Give regularly and generously to the poor and oppressed.

· Our poor fund here at HC

· Support our work in Mali Africa, Malnutrition Center.

· Give regularly and generously to widows and orphans.

· When you give to HC, you give to kids and youth

· Nikki and team pouring their lives into kids.

· Kyle & Keely  and team = vision to reach fatherless.

· Faithfully give your tithe.

· Surest way to persona and corporate blessing.

· Take first 10% of income and let’s all give it to HC

· So that together we can do all that’s on God’s heart.
· Trust God as our ultimate sustainer.

· V. 25  Do not worry about what eat, wear, have.

· Why?

· Because, ultimately, these do not create happiness anyway.
· This is why God kind enough to bring this up for us.

· “I am a good and loving father, this NOT fulfill you!”
· So, don’t give so much attention to these things.

· Amazing how much focus in our culture is spent on things that do not ultimately make us happy or fulfill us.

· Clothes, diets, body image, whether sexy, making money.

· Have the newest toys, phones, gadgets.

· Not necessarily bad in and of themselves – to be enjoyed.

· But not to fall in love with or get our worth from.  
· God wants to meet our deepest spiritual needs.
· The one who meets our deeper spiritual, emotional needs.
· Jeremiah 2:13 (NIV)

· Jeremiah points out something that we are tempted to do

· Forsake God as ultimate source of life.

· And create other to go to to find fulfillment.  
· When we experience deep fulfillment in God, no need for stuff.

· Don’t care at all about whether we have this or that.

· Feel fulfilled on the inside, NOT slave to material things.
· God wants us to trust him se we are freed from worry.  

· V.32 worry dominates the minds of those who don’t know God.

· Easy for us as Christians to fall in to FUNCTIONAL ATHEISM

· Say that we trust God with all we are

· But when rubber meets road, worried, 

· Trust in own hard work, savings, plans for future. 

· IL – Financial collapse really called this in to question

· How much trust can we put in our finances

· Our retirement, our hard work, our government, our skills, our talents, our jobs, our plans?

· There is a limit to this.

· God wants to reveal himself as a trustworthy Father.

· See that he is the one who will truly provide when trust.

· Then, lay back in him and actually feel free from worry, stress

· IL – Stool, I can say all day long  “I believe this will hold me”

· But it is not faith until I actually put my belief into action and sit down in the stool.

· God wants to free us from worry, settle our hearts

· And help us to trust him so that we can rest!!!!
· Worry will drive us to hoard for ourselves, rather than respond generously.  
· If we live worried and see ourselves as ultimate provider.
· It will cause us to close our hands on what we have.

· To protect it, to save it up, to keep it for self.

· But a person who trusts in God, realizes that all they have comes from God anyway.

· Which allows us to keep our hands open.

· We see what we have is not MINE

· Simply placed there for a season

· I trust God to guide me where to redistribute it as he needs it.
· This breaks the power of materialism.
· Open hands – to receive God’s provision for us.

· To give it away, to receive more.  

· God promises that if we seek after what he values and trust him with our finances, he will provide everything that we need.
· God’s instructions are not arbitrary calls to sterile obedience.

· Not, “Do it just because I said so.”

· IL – Having kids, realize that does not work.

· “Because I said so.” 

· They just want to know why.

· Most of God’s instructions in scripture come with a promise.

· If you do this, I will do that.

· Promise here is that he will provide what we need in life.

· If we trust him with all of our lives – including finances.

· Regularly invest in and contribute to what he values.

· He will give us what we NEED in order to live.  
· It does not say “everything we WANT” because ultimately, what we want is not always what we need.

· We think that we may want it for a season, but really don’t need it.  

· It’s not best for us.
· What’s amazing to me about Bible and Jesus’ teaching is how helpful and loving

· God wants us to experience life in all it’s fullness.

· So he brings up topics that are more difficult like this

· In order to get us thinking about deeper issues of life.

· We will fall in love w/ whatever we spend bulk of money on.

· We can’t love and serve both God and money.

· Then, gives us the remedy to materialism, so we can be free.

· Invites us to seek what he values above all else.

· Invites us to trust God as our ultimate sustainer.

· Isn’t that cool.

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· HAND IN YOUR SURVEY AT THE BACK DOOR TODAY!
· Response

· God, I realize that I have fallen more in love with my money, with what I have, more than you.

· Help me to seek after what you value above all other things.

· God, I realize that I have lived as a slave to worry or fear about finances.

· Help me to trust you as my provider.

· Questions for further thought and discussion.

· Have you ever found your heart falling in love with the material things around us every day?

· How can our schedule and checkbook show us what we really value?

· Reread Matthew 6:19-33 :: What do you notice?

· Why do you think Jesus says that it impossible to love God and money at the same time?

·  What does it mean to “seek for the Kingdom of God above all else”?

· What does God value?

· God values the poor & oppressed  :: Isaiah 53:6-8 

· God values widows and orphans :: James 1:27 

· God values his church :: Malachi 3:8-12 

· What does Jesus say in 6:25 & 6:32 about worry?

· How does worry sabotage our ability to trust God?

· How does this related to becoming materialistic?

· What is God’s promise to us in 6:33 as a result of us following his instruction? 
