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Malachi 3.6-12 [NLT] :: 6 "I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed. 7 Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ’How can we return when we have never gone away?’ 8  “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!” “But you ask, ’What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me out of tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of Heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.

 

 

Malachi was an Old Testament    prophet    who spoke on behalf of God.

 

Theme :: “You are not following God’s instructions related to your    money   .”

 

They respond    rightly    to God’s correction.

 

Two corrections that God is telling his people related to money:

 God says, “You have cheated     me      by not giving your tithe to my house.”

 

Jesus in Luke 11.42 [NLT] :: “You should tithe, yes. But don’t neglect the more important matters of the law either.”

 

I Timothy 5.17,18 :: “Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching.  For the Scripture says, “You must not muzzle an ox to keep it from eating as it treads out the grain.”  And another place, “Those who work deserve their pay.”

 

 God’s greatest desire is that the church would be a powerful place of    blessing    for the wider world.  

 

If Christians had given the Biblical tithe, 10% of their income, instead of 2.56% to the church in 2004 there would have been an additional 164 billion dollars available. If churches chose to funnel 7d0 billion of those additional assets to missions and humanitarian works, the basic needs of every person on the globe would be provided for.  (Relevant Magazine, pg 30 November/December 2006) 

Our dream is that each person at Hillside Church would    faithfully    tithe, so that we could do even greater things in our city and world.

 

There is something powerful when we move from a consumer of church to a    contributor    to the church community.

 

 

God says, “You have cheated    yourselves    by not giving tithe to my house.”

Luke 19.17 [NIV] :: “Well done, my good servant!” his master replied. “Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.”

 

 

God is inviting us into a place where we experience supernatural    blessing    on our finances by tithing.

 

Tithing is trusting that    God    can do more with 90%, than we can do with 100%.

 

 

Ways to respond to God’s instructions in order to receive his blessing:

 Make tithing and generous giving part of you monthly    budget   .

 

Additionally, consider giving regular and sporadic    offerings   .

 

 

    Test    God in this and    expect    his blessings both individually and collectively.

 

God promises to pour out personal and corporate blessing on us.

 

Questions for further thought & study

 Reread Malachi 3.6-12.  What do you notice?

 What is God’s desire in this passage?

 What does God want to do as a result of his people tithing?

 Have you found tithing to be an easy or difficult thing to do?

 How does it make you feel that God invites us to cooperate with him in this work in the world?

 How do you feel about the encouragement in Luke 19.17?

 What do you think this looks like in your life?

 What do you think God means in verse 10 to “test him” in this?

 What do you feel like you are supposed to do as a result of this?

 

