· What if I told you, right now, someone who has $10, I will give you $20 back

· Plus, I will give $20 to someone who is in a difficult situation

· Someone who is really hard up for cash.

· Who take me up on the offer?

· What if I told you that there is a spiritual principle that has same power?

· Not only has the power to expand your personal finances beyond belief

· But also change the lives of other people in a powerful way.

· SERIES :: Let’s be generous.

· Learning the power of radical generosity.

· How do we experience financial blessing while making the greatest impact with resources?

· Scripture that I have found helpful in this.

Malachi 3:6-12 (NLT) Handout and Screen
Malachi 3.6-12 [NLT] :: 6 "I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed. 7 Ever since the days of your ancestors, you have scorned my decrees and failed to obey them. Now return to me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. “But you ask, ’How can we return when we have never gone away?’ 8  “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!” “But you ask, ’What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me out of tithes and offerings due to me. 9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of Heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 12 “Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.

I want to give a little background on this passage.

· Malachi was an Old Testament prophet who spoke on behalf of God.

· People who heard from God and who spoke to the people. 

· AP – What an awful job: “I have bad news, don’t shoot messenger.

· I feel this way some times.

· I did not write this and it’s good for you, just listen.

· Theme “You are not following God’s instructions related to your money.”
· What happened

· In the Old Testament, God dwelt with people in tabernacle

· Portable cloth walls, with common area, priest area and a place called Holy of Holies where God’s spirit.

· King David, about 1,000 BC, wanted to build God a place to dwell.  
· Solomon his son accomplished the task.

· By time of Malachi, most of people stopped supporting temple.
· Began spending money all on selves, 

· Rather than making sure that things God wanted.

· Got away from giving first 10% tithe to support temple.

·  “You are scorning my decrees.”

· You are a people who say that you want to follow after me.

· But you are not following one of the most basic instructions 
· To make sure you are taking care of my house.  
· They respond rightly to God’s correction.
·  “God, show us, how have we cheated you?”
· We want to understand and we want to be different.
· This is the best way to respond to God, when speaks to us

· God, show me what you are trying to say to me, I am open.:”

· Especially as we engage with the scriptures.

· Read a passage that is difficult that we have to wrestle with.

· Engage with God on it, “teach me through this”

· Rather than, “Who are you to tell me what to do.”

· Open to what God has to say, knowing that it’s good for our lives.

· Especially regarding money – so close to our hearts.
· Humble self, “God, I am / we are so sorry.

· Teach us what your instructions are, that we can follow you.

· Open our hearts to what God is saying to us, so we learn.

· Knowing that there is a blessing if we follow what he says.

Two corrections that God is telling his people related to money.
· God says, “You have cheated me by not giving your tithe to my house.”
· V.8 c “You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me.”

· All of this goes back to why God established tithing in the first place.

· 2,500 BC Hebrew people set free from Egypt

· They settled in the land east of the Jordan river

· Each of the twelve tribes of Israel given inheritance of land.

· Except the tribe called the Levites

· Levites were called to be full time priests and worship leaders for the temple of God that newly set up.

· They would not work

· But would serve in the temple before God.

· Time of Malachi, as referenced, temple in shambles, 

· Because people not following God’s instructions.

· Fast forward to a bit beyond Malachi, time of Jesus.

· He rearranges the way that things work.

· God’s Spirit now dwells in the heart of every one who calls on Jesus.  Together the people create the temple of God.

· Yet, Jesus reiterates that tithing important for early Christians, so that community ACCOMPLISH great things.
· Jesus in Luke 11:42 (NLT) “You should tithe, yes.  But don’t neglect the more important matters of the law either.”
· In the time of the early church, right after Jesus resurrection.  
· Tithing was a common practice among all followers of Jesus.

· Paul talks about it in his instructions to the churches.

· Tithing is talked about in oldest document – Didache.

· Three main purposes of tithing.  
· So that church community could buy or rent a building and use it as a place of worship and community.  
· Met in homes during the week

· Then large gatherings on weekend, where all come.
· So that those who gave themselves full time to care for God’s people could receive a good salary.
· I Timothy 5:17,18 “Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, especially those who work hard at both preaching and teaching.  For the Scripture says, “You must not muzzle an ox to keep it from eating as it treads out the grain.”  And another place, “Those who work deserve their pay.”
· So that the community of God, called the church, could have ample resources to serve the needs of wider world.
· Secular historians who write about the plague that hit Jerusalem a few years after Jesus resurrection, people fleeing, Christians were the ones taking care of them.  Roman governor was amazed.  

· The original social security was the church.
· God’s dream = us to impact our city and world
· Today

· This is why we take an offering each week 

· Give each of us, as followers of Jesus, opportunity to be obedient to God’s instruction to give first 10% of income to the church community that we create.
· To rent and care for building that place of worship and community.

· To pray our pastoral staff who giving themselves full time to ministry.

· To create a mission base in heart of this city where impact the wider world in tangible way
· To give “offerings” above and beyond as an act of thanksgiving to God – poor, oppressed, widows, orphans. 
· God’s greatest desire is that the church would be a powerful place of blessing for the wider world.  

· The dream in God’s heart is that his church is well taken care of

· By those who have given their lives to following after Jesus.

· Take care of the “in house” expenses.

· Pay the pastoral staff well, buy insurance. 

· Rent or buy a building that would provide a home base for ministry

· Place where people come and experience God on Sundays

· Place where people of God gather to celebrate, grow spiritually, share vision

· THEN, that we could have more than enough take care of “in house”

· Have lots of extra money in order to dream together

· Ask God what he wants to do in city and world.

· V. 10 Bring all of your tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in my house.  If you do, I will open the window of heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in. 
· Try it.  Put me to the test.

· Overflow of blessing coming out of the local church

· Impacting the wider world in powerful ways.

· V. 12  All nations will recognize that you  blessed.

· AP – What we have done as a church

· Fed over 600 people a year for five years at our Annual Block Party in July.  

· Food, Community & Prayer
· Served over 300 people each year at Fall Fest for past five years.
· Let people know we church connect with.
· AICHO swing set, place of redemption.

· PICTURE

· KOZY fire –

· Threw a huge Christmas feast Monday before

· Help people reconnect, blues band.

· Community gave over $1,200 to them.
· Made sure that each victim got what needed.

· Mali Africa – Jean Patrick & Erin Mally

· Christmas Eve, offering to give away $500
· Helped finish paying for new motorcycle

· Got medical treatment, woman diseased hand

· Paid for Christmas Eve midnight celebration

· Soup and break for entire village.
· QUOTE SCREEN AND NOTES IF POSSIBLE If Christians had given the Biblical tithe, 10% of their income, instead of 2.56% to the church in 2004 there would have been an additional 164 billion dollars available.  If churches chose to funnel 70 billion of those additional assets to missions and humanitarian works, the basic needs of every person on the globe would be provided for.  (Relevant Magazine page 30 November December 2006)
· Our dream is that each person at Hillside Church would faithfully tithe, so that we could do even greater things in our city and world.
· Goal is to move beyond taking care of “in house” expenses 
· to place of overflow to meet needs of our city / world.
· God’s will is not done all the time.

· God has chosen to limit his power and to include us in his work in the world.

· He is not going to force us to do what he wants.

· He is inviting us to help fulfill his dreams.

· How many of God’s dreams are not being done because people are not responding to his invitation?

· Can you see how dangerous it is to be stingy with finances?

· God’s will is not done when we don’t respond.

· It affects the lives of other people.

· Let’s be the kind of people who respond to God’s heart

· To give generously to his church community

· To see what is possible as we move beyond survival into overflow.
· AMAZING how our finances can be used for such powerful things in the world!!!!!
· There is something powerful when we move from a consumer of church to a contributor to the church community.

· In consumerist culture, easy to see church as a commodity that we consume.

· What can I get out of this, rather than what can I give.

· Someone else will take care of contributing, I can just take.

· HC place where those of us who attend here regularly

· Committed to give first 10% and then beyond

· IN order to throw a party for the wider world.
· If you are coming consistently and enjoy HC and our vision.

· Encourage you to become contributor to community.
· God says, “You have cheated yourselves by not giving tithe to my house.”
· V. 9 “You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me.”

· If it seems like you cannot get ahead financially, can’t pay debt.

· Cant get a job, cant 

· It may be because there is a spiritual principle that you are not taking advantage of.

· The spiritual blessing of tithing.

· Luke 19:17 (NIV) HANDOUT AND SCREEN
Luke 19.17 [NIV] :: “Well done, my good servant!” his master replied. “Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.”

 
· Faithful in little, faithful in more.

· At the heart of the passage is that God’s desire is to bless us.
· God saying “I want to bless you.  I want you to be fruitful.”
· “I want to put my supernatural blessing to expand your $”
· He is giving us the keys to financial blessing.  Here is it.

· Leaves it up to us to us to RESPOND to God’s invitation.

· IL – Went through this stage about 2 months ago.

· Our 3 year old daughter Gabi kept getting out of bed.

· Every 15 minutes from 7pm to 10pm and then middle of night.

· Wake up every morning EXHAUSTED.

· Tried every kind of correction imaginable.  

· Trying to get her to stay in bed

· WHY?  Because I love her and want her to be rested.

· Miserable not following my instructions.
· God is not bringing correction to his people because angry

· Or giving arbitrary and random demands

· It is an instruction with a blessing attached to it.

· “If you do this, then I will do this.
· God is inviting us into a place where we experience supernatural blessing on our finances by tithing.

· V. 11 I will work on your behalf to protect what you have.
· If you put me first in your finances.

· If you invest in what I value.
· Make tithing a top priority, not just when feel like it.
· Then, I will work for you and supernaturally bless the rest.

· I will expand what you have to meet your needs.

· Things will work longer than they should.

· You will get ahead without even trying.

· Krista and I
· Tithing since we began following Jesus in college.

· Made it a top priority in our marriage.

· Every two weeks when get paycheck, first 10% to HC

· Then, committed above and beyond that to give to

· Our Global Projects – Erin & Jean Patrick

· Give generously to poor fund as thanks to God.

· Look to use what we have to love and serve others.

· What we have it not ours, it’s God to redistribute.

· We have experienced incredible financial blessing.

· Live free from debt.

· Made money off of every house we have sold.

· Things seem to last longer.

· Several times, “how did we make it this month?

· IL – First in ministry – Krista student teaching, living off of very, very little.  Rent, insurance, BARELY food.

· NO QUESTION TO TITHE OR NOT

· Too little to NOT have God expand it

· EVERY TIME WE NEEDED, God provided.
· Angela and Eric
· Found bags of groceries, 

· 5 kids, always provided for.
· Jeremy
· Tithing is trusting that God can do more with 90%, than we can do with 100%
· It is trusting God to meet our every need.

· To follow SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE that not make rational sense all the time.

· TS - This is too good of a spiritual blessing to miss out on.

· How do we get in on this deal?

Ways to respond to God’s instructions in order to receive his blessing.
· Make tithing and generous giving part of you monthly budget.
· This is a very practical response, but people ask me “
· HOW do I do this?”  I WANT to take advantage of this.”

· “I want to experience God’s blessing on my finances.

· “And see God use my resources for things well beyond me.  HOW?
· Every time that money comes in to your home in some way, form.
· Disability, pay check, tax return, inheritance, SSI check, side job.
· Calculate what 10% of it is and write check out to Hillside Church.

· Then, mail it or bring it the next Sunday 

· Give it to God as part of your worship.

· “I am doing this in response to your instruction.

· “I want to honor you with my fiancés

· “I want to value what you value

· “Expand this to meet the needs of your church, God

· “And to see your dreams become reality in world.

· Additionally, consider giving regular and sporadic offerings.

· In addition to the tithe, God speaks of offerings.

· These are contributions that we give above and beyond tithe

· Some are consistent

· Like a certain amount per month for Global Projects

· Or a certain amount per month to help the poor

· Or a certain amount for our kids and youth

· Other times we do it out of thankfulness to God for provision

· “You are so good, I want to share this goodness with others.”
· Test God in this and expect his blessings both individually and collectively.

·  This is the only place that I know of in the Bible where God invites us to test him.

· V. 10b  “Try it, put me to the test.” (NLT)  Test me in this! (NIV)

· We are invited to try this out and see it work in our lives.

· Expect to see great things happen as we follow this spiritual principle.

· Invite you to TRY IT FOR SIX MONTHS.

· Many times, try spiritual discipline like this – prayer, tithing.

· After one time, experience discouragement or bad situation

· “See, I knew this would not work.”

· Some of us get our selves in financial situations over years of sowing bad seeds.

· It is going to take some time to sow good seeds and see fruit

· Give it time to work and it will work.
· God promises to pour out personal and corporate blessing on us.

· V.10 I will open the window of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not be able to contain it.  
· He will release his blessing on our personal finances.

· Expand them, protect them.

· He will release even more blessing on us as a church.

· An abundance to do even more incredible Kingdom work in our city and world.

· Who is ready to see that happen?

· Review

· God wants to bless every area of our lives, especially our finances.

· He is inviting us to listen to his instruction and respond so he can bless us.

· To make tithing and giving of offerings an unquestionable part of our lives.

· And expect some really great things to come as a result.
Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· HAND IN YOUR SURVEY AT THE BACK DOOR TODAY!
· Response

· OFFERING BOX AT FRONT IF FEEL COMPELLED TO MAKE IT RIGHT

· IF you want to start now, I want to give you opportunity.
