· Something really incredible happening among the rich and famous in our country.
· I don’t know if you have noticed this in the news,

· But movement among Hollywood stars and millionaires

· Are giving away significant amount of their money to charities

· In order to make a difference in the world.  

· ABC news, Bill& Melinda Gates & Warren Buffet giving away half of fortunes

· Inviting other celebrities and millionaires to do the same.  

· Over forty families or individuals have made this pledge to date.

· "We're hoping that America, which is already the most generous society on Earth, becomes even more generous over time.”  Buffet
· New reality TV series called Secret Millionaire

· I am a total sucker for reality TV 

· Miss during my fast!

· Millionaires who leave their comfortable homes & lifestyle

· To be part of a charity, to experience what people up to

· After a while, they reveal that they are really a millionaire

· Give a huge some of money to this charity that fell in love with.
· Maybe we don’t think of ourselves as “rich”, per se, surely not millionaires.

· But highlights a truth about money and possessions.  

· Having or acquiring things, in itself does not lead to happiness.

· People can have lots of money, all the toys, nice house.

· And still not feel a deep sense of satisfaction in their life.

· People feel more fulfilled and satisfied when live generous lives.

· DRIVE STUDY
· Study points out what the Bible has said all along.

· Being generous and sharing what we have with others

· Leads to a sense of satisfaction in our lives.

· Directly affects our overall happiness. 
· Been exploring generosity over the past few weeks in a series called.
· Let’s be generous, discovering the power of radical generosity. 

· Two weeks ago, “where treasure is, there your heart will also be.”
· Our heart tends to follow where we put our money and energy

· Generosity breaks the power of materialism over our life.

· Allows us to own things without them owning us.  

· Last Week :: Generous, consistent tithing to our church community

· Unlocks God’s supernatural blessing on finances – expands what have

· Also, allows us as a church community to overflow with resources

· To do some really cool stuff in the wider world.

· Generosity is extremely powerful and has potential to transform our lives.

· What does generosity look like?

· How do we live as generous people to experience of all of these benefits?

· One of the things that I appreciate about the Bible, is how practical it is.

· Ancient, spiritual book that speaks to our lives and situations today.

· Has a lot to say about what it looks like to be generous people.
· ,

· ,
· 2 Corinthians 8:1-14 & 9:6-8 (NLT)
· 2 Corinthians 8.1-14 & 9.6-8 :: 1Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will. 4They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem. 5They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to do. 6So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 8I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches. 9You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich. 10Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to give, and you were the first to begin doing it. 11Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. 12Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don’t have. 13Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. 14Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal. 9.6Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 8And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.
· I want to give a bit of background BEFORE we read the passage.  
· Author of this book is a guy named Paul, started a bunch of churches.

· Wrote letters to them in order to continue to instruct them.

· This one located in a place called Corinth – much like LOS ANGELES
· Really modern, spiritual people, introduces them to Jesus.

· Movement of Jesus really takes off.

· Keeps writing letters to them to encourage and teach them.

· In Chapters 8 & 9, Paul talks with them about being generous.

· Does this in an interesting way.

· Paul uses this other group of people – this church community

· In a place called Macedonia, as example of giving.

· Brags about way that church in Macedonia responded

· To the needs of this other church group in Jerusalem.  

· Church in Jerusalem going through very rough time.

· Paul encouraging all of churches to give toward them.

· Paul kind of bragging about this church in Macedonia.

· Method :: Look at way the church in Macedonia been generous

· Teaching Corinth what it looks like to be generous

· And encouraging them to follow their example.

· Invite you to follow along as I read this passage.

· Really try to get a feel for their heart of generosity.
· READ PASSAGE ::

· Point out some of the elements of their generosity – what they did.

· That can speak into our lives.

· So that we can become more generous people.

· And experience the power generosity in our own life.
· Give your heart fully to God and to others.

· V. 1 & 2 Paul starts talking about how this church in Macedonia

· Going through a very hard time themselves.

· They were actually extremely poor as well.

· You would think that Paul would ask rich churches to contribute

· And leave the other poor churches alone.

· And, yet, Paul is inviting them to contribute to church in Jerusalem

· Those folks going through a hard time and super poor.

· The people who were giving joyfully and generously

· Were on SSI, Disability, making less than 10K a year

· Yet, shockingly, look at how Paul describes them at the end of v. 2

· “They were poor.  But they were filled with abundant joy.”
· “Which was overflowing into generosity.”

· What is going on here?

· I don’t know about you, but the first thing I feel when asked to give to some cause, especially when financially strapped, is not always “abundant joy.”

· If we are honest, most of the time, it’s easy to feel stingy.

· Tendency is to insulate ourselves from the needs of others.

· Make excuses, “Well, I don’t make that much money as it is.”
· “I am NOT Bill Gates or Warren Buffet or Secret Millionaire”
·  “If I made more money, then I could help.”

· Then, goes on in v. 3 to further describe their giving.

· “Not only did they give what they could afford, but far more.”

· WHAT?  They did not just give what was easy, what could afford. 
· They gave an amount that actually cost them.

· Which, I guess, is the definition of GENEROSITY anyway

· Generosity, giving beyond what is comfortable to us

· Generosity involves a sacrifice. 
· Not having lots of money and giving out of cushion.

· It’s taking from what we have, giving sacrificially. 
· V. 3b “AND they did it totally out of their own choice.”
· No manipulation, no coercion, no guilt.
· THEY did it out of their free will choice.

· V. 4 “They actually BEGGED to be part of this.”

· “Please, even though we ourselves going through difficulty

· “Even though we are broke ourselves.”


· “We want to joy of participating with them in situation.

· THIS IS INCREDIBLE! 
· TS- Paul, tell us what the deal is with these guys!

· Answer V. 5  “Their first action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us.”

· Their generosity flowed from their connection with God.

· The human condition is that we are not automatically generous.

· If we are honest, even in the face of great need.

· IL – Starving children, 

· We feel bad, but not necessarily motivated to give.

· Or at least not like they did – generous amounts

· EVEN WHEN THEY WERE POOR

· Their generosity flowed after their hearts were transformed.

· Romans 8:2 (NLT)  And because you belong to [God], the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin . . .”
· Their hearts had been changed by God’s power/

· Set free from selfishness, self-centeredness.

· Give us a heart that IS genuinely generous.

· Rather than generosity as just another thing we SHOULD TRY to do (and fail).

· Their generosity flowed from their genuine love for others.

· “They gave themselves to the Lord AS WELL AS to US.”

· They allowed themselves to FEEL with, 

· To empathize with the needs of the others. 

· Allowed their hearts to be broken for others.  
· “These are fellow followers of Jesus who suffering

· “We FEEL THIS.  We will willingly give!”

· We have to give our hearts before we will give our money.

· “Our treasure will follow where our heart at.”

· If we allow ourselves to give our heart to others

· To a cause, to a need = we will sacrifice for that.

· IL – For two years, talking with Erin Aili, young leader

· Passion for fighting human trafficking.

· She invited to be part of new task force in city.

· That we have opportunity to be part of.

· I have not stopped thinking about these girls.

· The potential that we have as a church.

· To fight this injustice
· You don’t have to manipulate me to give to this.
· I am ready any time.
· TS-  So if you feel naturally tendency to be stingy, selfish, 
· Perhaps you need to give more of your heart to God
· And give part of your heart to others who are suffering.  
· To see our hearts transformed into hearts that TRULY generous
· A few other ideas that HINGE off of this first one.  
· View giving as a spiritual act of worship to God.
· V. 7 As you excel in other, very spiritual activities, excel in generosity as well.

· You have great faith for miracles, great at speaking about God’s truths.
· You know tons of spiritual principles.  
· You have this outward enthusiasm for Jesus.

· You show love for other people.

· Just as you do all of these = which point to a passionate spirituality

· Let giving be yet another way to express your passion for God.

· TS - Why would generosity be a spiritual activity?

· Generous giving demonstrates that we value what God values.

· If we truly value what God values, we will see that show up in 

· How we use our money and other resources

· How we use our time and energy.
· Author Jim Wallis said “Our budgets and calendars are moral documents, both personally and corporately.”  
· Isaiah 58:2,6-7

· They act so pious.  They act like a righteous nation . . . This is the kind of fasting that I want:  Free those who are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the burden of those who work for you.  Let the oppressed go free and remove the chains the bind people.  Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless.  Give clothes to those who need them and do not hide from relatives who need your help.  
· You are fasting, singing, doing religious acts to prove righteous.
· Those are all external actions.  
· I am interested in what is going on in your heart

· And what that makes your life look like.
· This is why we take an offering as part of our Sunday morning worship.

· These are the things that we as church community working for.  

· Fight for justice, work to free oppressed, feed hungry, clothe those with none, remove chains that bind. 
· Give those of us who here opportunity to engage in giving

· As part of our worship experience.

· “God, I am actively valuing what you value

· “I am choosing to invest in what matters to you.”
· Don’t let your passion for giving fade over time.
· V. 10 & 11 Paul encourages them to press through and keep consistent

· They had let their passion for giving fade over time.

· “Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by your giving.”

· It can be easy to be excited about something at first, then let passion fade.

· Paul is encouraging that we not allow our giving to be dependent

· On how we feel at any particular time.

· But that we remain consistent with giving over time.

· Many of you so faithful to HC from the very beginning.
· You have helped us to build this church over the past ten years.

· Your prayers, sweat, tears, money, and sacrifice!

· God has done some incredible things through us as a church.
· Celebrate these at our Annual Members’ meeting next week

· And Ten Year Anniversary creation on April 17
· Part of what this season in our church is about

· Is pressing in to God, asking him what his dream for our church over next ten years.

· So that we can recapture a sense of passion 

· For what God wants to do in and through us in this city.

· We have some idea of what this looks like.

· Show us which organizations doing great work in this city we can partner with over next ten years.

· How we can further become a community that’s welcoming and inviting for the 219,000 people who are not yet connected to a church in the greater Duluth area.
· Contribute generously and expect a generous return from God.
· 9:8  Promise : God will take care of all that we need, when put him first.

· It’s a principle that gets repeated time and time again in scripture.

· When we put God first in our finances, he will generously bless our lives with more than we ever thought possible.
· Matthew 6:33  “Seek first his Kingdom and all these things [all you need] will be given to you as well.”

· Malachi 3:10  Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it
· 2 Corinthians 9:8  “God will generously provide what we need.”

· As we are generous, God promises to provide for our personal needs.

· As we TRUST God and make him a priority in our lives & finances.

· We can expect his blessing over our lives.

· We can expect these promises to come true – Look for them.

· As we are generous, God will use us to provide for the needs of others.  
· God will provide for the needs of others through our generosity.

· God will use us to be the provision for others.

· His miracle to meet their needs will come through us.  

· QUOTE Mother Theresa
· Why doesn’t God do something about the suffering in the world?  Perhaps, God is asking us the same question.  

· Create a community where we have overflow to pour out on this city.

· Continue to serve the needs of Duluth and area.
· Not just taking care of our in house expenses

· But more than enough to do that

· And overflow into our world.  
· The more generous we are in our giving, the more we can expect. 
· 9:6  Whoever sows sparingly, will also reap sparingly.

· Paul point out a universal principle, that applies to finances.

· The more we invest, the more we have opportunity to get back.

· If we give a little bit, only get a little bit back from God.

· If we give a lot, we can expect a lot from God in return.  

· IL – My garden, year one – 6 carrots

· IL – My garden year two – carrots until we were sick of them.

· The more we give away, the more we can expect in return from God.

· THIS IS OK, to take him up on this principle.

· It’s a promise, so we should not feel bad.
· What’s exciting about today and the series that we have been doing

· Is that we can experience the power of generosity.
· We may not be Bill Gates or Warren Buffet, but use what we have.
· And discover some exciting ways that God invites us to be generous.

· TO give our hearts to God and others.

· TO view generosity as a spiritual act of worship.

· TO recapture God’s passion, so we give over course of time

· To expect a blessing from God as we give generously.
Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· Response

· God, I need you to pull selfishness out of my life.

· God, help me to open myself up to and care about the needs of others.

· God, break my heart for what breaks yours.

· So that I value what you are up to in the world today.

· God, reawaken my passion for giving 

· It has faded over time.   

· I want to recapture your heart for what you are doing

· In our church and in our world.

· God, help me to trust your promise to bless me life and others

· As I respond in giving.
· Questions for further thought and discussion

·  Reread 2 Corinthians 8:1-14 & 9:6-8 

· What do you notice in this passage?  What’s the point?

· What are some of the core elements to their generosity?
· What is Paul encouraging them to do?

· Why is a heart-change a central part of being generous?

· Why are these people so eager to give?

· How is giving another spiritual act of worship?  (verse 7)

· Why does Paul encourage them to be faithful in giving (v. 10 & 11)

· What are the two promises in 9:6-8?

· How can we take advantage of these?
