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One of the things God most likes is to do is DO STUFF for people.

I love the Lord because he hears and answers my prayer. [Psalm 116.1, NLT]

 

 

When Jesus heard this, he told them, "Healthy people don't need a doctor--sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners."  [Mark 2.17]

 

 

 

The Key Question :: How do we say “yes” to Jesus and get this great stuff?

 “Let it be done to you according to your    faith   .” [Matthew 8.13]

 

 

 

Mark 4.35-41 [NLT]

As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” He was already in the boat, so they started out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed). But soon a fierce storm arose. High waves began to break into the boat until it was nearly full of water.  Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. Frantically they woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you even care that we are going to drown?”  When he woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the water, “Quiet down!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. And he asked them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still not have faith in me?”  And they were filled with awe and said among themselves, “Who is this man, that even the wind and waves obey him?”

 

   FEAR    is the enemy of faith. 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. [Hebrews 11.1, NRSV]

 

 

 

What do we do in the face of fear?

Don't be afraid, for I am with you. Don't be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 

[Isaiah 41.10]

 

 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4.6-7, NLT]

Jesus is    with    us, no matter how difficult things get.

 

Jesus is able to take away our    fear    and give us what we need to succeed.

 

“Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me.” [Psalm 23.4, NLT]

 

Four suggestions for overcoming fear and receiving the benefits of faith:

   Believe    by faith. 

 

 

    Step out    by faith. 

 

 

   Invest    by faith.

 

 

   Rejoice    by faith. 

 

“I will exalt you Lord, for you rescued me. You refused to let my enemies triumph over me.” [Psalm 30.1]

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought & discussion:

      What does the idea that “God like to do stuff for us” sound like to you?

      Do you think that it’s accurate?  Why or why not?

      What do you think about the idea that fear keeps us from experiencing good things in our lives?

      What is the essence of “faith”?  (see Hebrews 11:1)

      Do you ever feel afraid to do something significant because of fear?

      What does Isaiah 41:10 & Philippians 4:6,7 invite us to do?

      Review the four suggestions for moving beyond fear into a life of faith.

o   What is the significance of each of them?

o   Which of these seems most relevant to you at this point in your life?

      What do you feel invited to do as a result of this?

 

