SCENE FROM BRAVEHEART
I WILL TELL YOU WHY I SHOWED THAT CLIP IN JUST A MINUTE

HERE’S AN OBSERVATION THAT MIGHT SEEM A LITTLE SIMPLISTIC OR OBVIOUS
· But has been kind of a shocker for me over the years.

One of the things God most likes is to do is DO STUFF for people.
· Somehow that seems a little… I don’t know… beneath Him.

· It seems like the way God should have set things up is in some sort of pure, intellectual way.

· We’d worship God not because we actually needed or wanted any good stuff for ourselves out of the relationship,

· But just because we acknowledge He’s super powerful, way above us.

THIS IDEA OF God doing things for people is SEEN THROUGHOUT BIBLE.
· Last WEEK I spoke about this one in particular
· I love the Lord because he hears and answers my prayer. Psalm 116:1 (NLT)
· One of the things that struck David so profoundly, caused him to love

· Was that he experienced a God who listened to his prayers

· His cry for help, his needs and REPONDED

THERE ARE OTHERS THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE LIKE
· When Jesus heard this, he told them, "Healthy people don't need a doctor--sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners."  Mark 2:17
· Jesus came in order to meet the needs of those who recognize their brokenness and need.  

· He responds to those who cry out to him
THE MORE YOU READ THE WHOLE BIBLE,

· the more you realize this, that God is eager to DO things for people who trust him,

· And that’s actually a fairly big deal to him.

WE’RE IN THE SECOND WEEK OF THIS THING CALLED
LEAP OF FAITH :: A 40 Day Faith Experiment.

· As I’ve been saying, I’m just totally excited about it.

· I’ve already heard from a good number of you about your excitement and anticipation for this season as well.  
· Explain what it is

· Taking 40 days and dedicating them as a period of spiritual focus.

· Brining our needs before God

· Asking God to reveal himself to us in some surprising ways.

· Whether you consider yourself a long-time veteran of faith.

· Are newer to faith

· Or who are just with us exploring Jesus and spirituality.

LAST WEEK I ASKED YOU TO KEEP IN TOUCH _ LET US KNOW


ANYTHING THAT YOU ARE EXPRIENCING FROM GOD>

· I would like to read a few of the emails and things that I got in

· READ A FEW OF THESE>  PRINT OUT SUNDAY

SO, IF IT’S REALLY TRUE THAT GOD WANTS TO DO GREAT STUFF LIKE THIS FOR US,

· KEY QUESTION :: 

· How do we say “yes” to Jesus and get this great stuff?

· Well, it seems to boil down to this thing called “faith.”

· Jesus tells someone who wants something from him,

·  “Let it be done to you according to your faith.” (Matt. 8:13)

· That’s clearly, the whole focus of these 40 days—obviously we’re calling them “40 days FAITH experiment.”
· The issue seems to be that there is a particular enemy to faith.

· A barrier to us responding to God and getting the good things that he offers.

· Jesus talks about the enemy to faith in this passage:
Mark 4:35-41 (NLT)

· As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.” He was already in the boat, so they started out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed). But soon a fierce storm arose. High waves began to break into the boat until it was nearly full of water.  Jesus was sleeping at the back of the boat with his head on a cushion. Frantically they woke him up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you even care that we are going to drown?”  When he woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the water, “Quiet down!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was a great calm. And he asked them, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still not have faith in me?”  And they were filled with awe and said among themselves, “Who is this man, that even the wind and waves obey him?”

· [COMMENT:

· What a crazy question!  They’re about to drown!
· “What seems to be the big deal here, guys?  WHAT?

· Did you see the wind and the waves?  Seriously!
· What’s Jesus driving at?
· Why is Jesus challenging them here?

· What has robbed them of their faith?  

· What seems to be the opposite of faith that Jesus pointing out? 

·  How does their question reveal a lack of faith? –
· “Let’s cross to the other side.”

· “I told you, we are going to the other side.”  

· You have to TRUST me, you have to have FAITH in me!
WHAT IS THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH THAT YOU SEE HERE?

· FEAR is the enemy of faith. 
· I think the idea of FEAR being the opposite of faith CAN BE A SURPRISE.
· Somehow we tend to think that doubt would be the opposite of faith,
· And, I suppose, there’s some truth to that.
· But it seems that a much more significant enemy to faith is fear.
· It’s the one thing I’m suggesting keeps us from life-altering faith.
Do you every GET THE SENSE THAT EVERYTHING YOU’VE EVER WANTED FOR YOUR LIFE WOULD HAPPEN

· if you had this kind of faith?
· I know I do.
· What would it be like to live in the kind of place where stories like we’ve just read would be the norm for me,
· Where I would not be standing at the battle line, as it were, in Braveheart getting ready to turn back and the slightest sign of any conflict bigger than me.
· Where I would experience something powerful like that every day.
AND, 
AS WE WILL DISCOVER THIS MORNING ONLY ONE THING STANDS IN THE WAY OF YOU AND ME LIVING A POWERFUL LIFE OF FAITH.


Where lots of really, really great things are possible.  
· Fear
NOW WHY WOULD FAITH MAKE US SCARED?

· I think it’s because faith forces us to Believe in something we can’t see.

· Faith is, by definition, believing for something that is not yet here.
· That’s actually right at the heart of maybe the most-straightforward definition of faith in the whole Bible, from Hebrews 11.
· Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (Hebrews 11:1, NRSV)
· And the difficulty with faith is that, even though we can’t see it, we have to act as if it’s already there.
· That seems intense and a bit difficult if you ask me.

I WONDER IF ALL OF US THOUGH, INTUITIVELY, HAVE A SENSE THAT THIS IS THE FUNDAMENTAL CONFLICT IN LIFE.

· If all of us have the sense that fear will ruin our lives,

· Long for some way to get beyond this fear so that we can live fully secure this future possibility and the life we’ve always wanted. 

· That’s why I just love that BRAVEHEART SCENE

· Fear itself is like this evil force keeping us from what their life is supposed to be about.

· And there is something in each of them that yearns to conquer fear and take hold of the life they’ve always wanted.

· It’s why we resonate with the speech William Wallace gives.
What do we do in the face of fear?

Let me run a few scriptures by you and see what you think:

· Don't be afraid, for I am with you. Don't be discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.  Isaiah 41:10

· Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7, NLT)
So, how do these scriptures (and one earlier) help us look at our life?

· Jesus is with us, no matter how difficult things get.
· Jesus invites us to really believe that he’s right there for us if and when things get difficult.  
· That, whatever happens, it’ll work out great.
· See, that, to me, seems to be the strange upshot of these teachings of the Bible—
· It seems as if their perspective is that the situation itself is not the enemy, fear, is the enemy.
· Isn’t that striking?
· Jesus is able to take away our fear and give us what we need to succeed.
· He is offering to come in the middle of our situation and take fear

· To give us his peace, reassurance and strengths right in the middle of that situation

· To respond to that situation with a sense of faith, rather than fear.

· To have a deep trust in God and his ability.

· Rather than give in to the overwhelming sense of fear that surrounds us.

I HAD A FRIGHTENING EXPERIENCE on this front A FEW WEEKS BACK.

· ARIA SEIZURE
· Heard her yelling out from bedroom
· Found her convulsing, not responsive, eyes rolled back
· She is going to die!  She is going to be impaired somehow. 
· Psalm 23 came to mind riding in ambulance
· “Even though walk through valley of shadow of death, I will FEAR NO EVIL FOR YOU ARE WITH ME!”
·  [Huge encouragement: “I really do BELIEVE this stuff!”
· Felt FEAR literally leave me.
· PSALM 23:4 (NLT)  “Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me.”

SO THE ONE THING THAT KEEPS US FROM GETTING ALL THE GREAT STUFF THAT COMES WITH THIS KIND OF LIFE-ALTERING FAITH IS FEAR,

OUR LIFE CANNOT CHANGE IN ANY MEANINGFUL WAY EXCEPT AS A RESULT OF FAITH.

· All the stories you heard as we started came about as a result of faith.

· And this kind of faith boils down to believing utterly in the actual words of someone you can’t even see, Jesus.

SO HOW CAN WE DO THIS?

· How can we overcome the fear that will keep us from ever receiving all the benefits of faith?

· I have four suggestions.
Four suggestions for overcoming fear and receiving the benefits of faith.
FIRST:  Believe by faith.
· It does take a fair amount of faith to believe in Jesus and the things he says more than you believe in anything that’s right in front of you, 

· More than you believe in the storm that’s battering your boat.
· Picture what it will look like when God turns the mess around into good.

MY STORY :: WE STARTED UP THIS CHURCH PRETTY MUCH ENTIRELY ON SENSES WE HAD FROM GOD.

· On the one hand, I’m sure that’s encouraging to you!

· I’m sure you’d like to think that God had something to do with starting this church!

· But, on the other hand, something like that can seem a little flimsy.

· Krista and I were leading a campus ministry

· She was teaching.

· We were young.

· Heard pastor Thor at Hermantown church share this vision for starting a church in the Hillside area.

· A place where people of all backgrounds

· Make an impact in our city.

· Began WEEPING in our chairs.

· God been speaking to us to start something ourselves.

· This is something that I want you to do!
NOW, TO SAY “YES” TO THAT WAS A LITTLE NUTTY.

· We would have to work harder than we ever had.

· We did not have a bunch of experience – I was 23 at the time.

· All of the churches in the urban setting closing doors.

· All churches starting up, build new building in suburbia.

· “This is NOT how you start a church.”

· So, on the basis of this sense from God, we stepped out and started this.

· But faith is the conviction of things not seen.
· We could SEE this church as we dreamed with God

· We could picture what it would look like

· TO have a place where different backgrounds.

· People not previously comfortable with church.

· Work together to make our city and world a bitter place.

· And, from that, God can build great things in our lives.

· And, without it, he can’t do much.

· Again, Jesus says, “Let it be done to you according to your faith.”

· More difficulty in past 10 years that could have imagined

· Financially strapped for first few years.

· Sickness, selling our house.

· At same time, healthy community of people in heart of city.

· 2010 most robust year ever – financially, attendance, members

· Police officers thanking us for being here.

· Don Ness saying great job.

SECOND: Step out by faith.
· Responding to what we feel God speaking to us, leading us to.

· Responding and acting out of trust for what God can do.

· Acting like the thing that’s possible through God already at hand.

· CAVEAT :: Not denying reality, but faith in God of what he can do.  

· IL – Two weeks ago, someone who been coming to HC for six months.

· Came up to me at the end and asked for prayer.

· Doctors found a blood clot in his head

· Stroke or anurism imminent 

· Nothing could do because meds make him super sick.

· Grabbed someone else from prayer team.

· Felt this sense of faith rise up inside me

· I just believed that God wanted to heal him right there.

· So, gently prayed for him and told this blood clot to dissolve

· In the name of Jesus // With full faith in Jesus.

· Came back this past Sunday and told me that it’s completely gone.

· Invitation is to respond based off of our faith & trust in God.

·  Ask God, “What’s the next step?”  

· How would you have me respond?
THIRD:   Invest by Faith
· Put your time, energy and money behind those faith possibilities.

· One of the most exciting things about this Leap of Faith

· We are asking God to give us his dreams for our lives personally.

· Invest our time, money and energy behind those endeavors.

· Met with someone this week gift of making videos.

· Live in a culture where media motivates poeople.

· How can I use this gift to make a difference for God.

· Not just something small, but FAITH Dream?

· God gave him the idea to make videos to bring attention to the global need for drinking water

· HOW MANY PEOPLE?

· Distribute it over YouTube & churches to raise money.

And for us as a church community.
OUR SITUATION AS A CHURCH – TEN YEARS

· OUR DREAM – Invite many of those 219,000 people

· Every neighborhood, YOUR friends, coworkers, neighbors,

· Create a place where people can explore God, experience him real!

· Because Jesus is WAY to good to keep quiet about.
· How we are going to do that

· Adding a 6pm service in fall (morning and 6pm)
· To give people who not yet connected another option.  
· GOAL = to make our church even more welcoming to newer people

· Families and individuals to feel more comfortable

· Purchase necessary items to continue our ministry

· Projector = we don’t own one

· Sound board = from 80’s, cell phone from 80’s

· Stuff to make our kids room better – tables, toys, TV
· Taking an offering on April 17 for this.

· We as leaders already praying about what to give.

· Krista and I are setting aside money, giving tax refund.

· BECAUSE see the amazing potential to reach even more people.
NOW, IF YOU’RE NEWLY VISITING WITH US,

· Can we make a deal that will make me feel better in talking about this crucial topic?

· Can we agree that, at least for these 40 days, if you give in response to this,

· You won’t give to US?

· I’d love you to get whatever benefit there is in this—and I think there’s massive benefit—without feeling a conflict of interest.

As a church, we are invited to INVEST TOGETHER in God’s big dream


Begin to pray about what God would have you give on April 17


In order to create an even more hospitable space for newer folks



To come and hear about the amazing things that Jesus can do.



Experience him in a real way.



Receive his vision for their lives = impact the world at large.
AND FINALLY,   Rejoice by faith.
· Here’s the bottom line: Only God can make our life work out.

· As you do all the things we’ve talked about,

· As you believe by faith and step out by faith and invest by faith,

· It all could go terribly wrong.

· One of the fears that I’ve fought as we’ve started into these 40 days 

· Is that we’re hoping for so much to happen

· And I can’t keep everything in my head that I should do if we really have any hope of it all working.

· It’s bigger than me!

·  trying to lead us well, but I can despair!
· Monday night, felt so much despair because asking for healing

· First day, feeling WORSE rather than better.

· Felt fear begin to creep in to my life

· What if I NEVER get better.

· Asked Krista to pray for me
· One of the things that helps is this idea of rejoicing by faith.

· I say, “God, you’re going to have to pull this off!  
· If anything good happens, it’ll really have to be because of you!  So, however well or poorly I do, I rejoice!  However things go, I rejoice!  Because it all rides on you, and you’re good, and you’re for us!”

· Following the example of the Psalmists

· I’ve found DAILY PSALM in BIBLE GUIDE SOOOO helpful

· Focusing on God’s strength in the middle of difficult situation.

· WHY WORSHIP – God, you can bail us out, you never leave us.

· Wednesday reading

· Psalm 30:1 “I will exalt you Lord, for you rescued me.  You refused to let my enemies triumph over me.”

WE WERE CREATED FOR A LIFE OF VIBRANT FAITH,
· And fear is the enemy of that.
· Yet, God offers to take away all of our fears.

· And empower us to live the fearless life that we’ve always dreamed of.

What’s possible in our lives as we do this?

BRAVEHEART :: instead of standing on the line with regrets, letting fear win.


Live the life we know deep down inside we’ve been created to live.
Four Suggestions

· Believe by faith.

· Step out by faith.

· Invest by faith.  
· Rejoice by faith.
STAND WITH ME, IF YOU WILL,

· And let’s pray about that together.
· Give people the chance to “believe by faith
· Believe in what calling US to as a community 
· Invite our friends, coworkers, neighbors to experience God
· What THING have you felt that you feel afraid to do?

ENDING SONG :: MIGHTY TO SAVE
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