· One of the things that I find so incredible about God, is that . . .
· God is knowable.

· He’s not this God who keeps himself at a distance, too busy or unconcerned.

· He is a God that we can actually get to know.

· We can experience him on all sorts ways.
· IL – I remember back when I was a kid.
· I had this inclination to want to know God.
· We were not a spiritual family, until my dad had experience with God when I was in first grade.

· So I did not have a strong religious or spiritual bent early on. 

· Except the occasional attendance of a mass.

· Remembered the sense of awe, power in that place.
· Yet, I would sit up in bed late at night, 
· It was totally dark, except moon light or street light shining in.
· I would sit there and talk to God, ask to feel him, ask to know him.

· And I would feel this warm, blanketing presence in my room and around my body.

· I felt comfort, peace and sensed that I was connecting to divine.
· This was my experience as an 8 year old.
· Realized, as I got older, and asked others about this.

· Some people thought I was totally weird for thinking or feeling this.

· Others were having experiences with God as well.

· Where they felt like God revealing himself to them in unique, surprising ways.  

· Leap of Faith  ::  40 Day Faith Experiment.

· Time of spiritual focus as individuals and as a community.
· Wherever you at today, JUMP IN
· Interacting with God in these different ways

· Reading through Bible guide

· Praying for five people in our life,

· Some are fasting certain thing.  

· Asking God for one concrete thing bless us with 

· and one thing FEEL better

· Asking God to speak to us as community

· His dreams for the future of our church.

· Been some pretty exciting things happening overall

· Some have experienced a bit of discouragement during this time.

· Felt things go WORSE in certain ways,

· Caused them to press in more and invite others around 

· And still have a sense that God is working in and through it

· If your experience has not been all you hoped it would be, consider

· Are you in a Life Group?

· Doing the LoF WITH others is key- community & prayer 
· Are you following along with the User’s Manual?

· Helpful tips in there to make this a great experience.

· Are you setting time aside to chat with God?

· Are you reading the Bible Guide?

· Many have found it rich.

· I asked you to keep in touch, and appreciate hearing from some of you.

· I thought that I might pass along some ways that others experiencing God

· To encourage you that God is indeed working
· READ SEVERAL STORIES OF WHAT GOD DOING FOR OTHERS>

· Amazing to hear what people are experiencing from God.
· They are feeling much more deeply in touch with God . . .
· Because of the things that God is DOING for them.

· Don’t just have this idea ABOUT God, 
· but EXPERIENCING a God who alive, active.

· That he cares about our lives.

· That he responds to our prayers.

· That he enjoys doing good things for us.

· I’d like to share for a few moments today from a scripture that might encourage us in the direction of knowing and experiencing God on a deeper level.  
· It’s one of the many Psalms that I have found very encouraging and helpful

· That has helped bolster my experience with God.

· Let’s see how this might help us to further connect with God.

· If that should be our desire.

· Psalms 103:1-13 (NLT)
·  1 Let all that I am praise the Lord;
      with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.
 2 Let all that I am praise the Lord;
      may I never forget the good things he does for me.
 3 He forgives all my sins
      and heals all my diseases.
 4 He redeems me from death
      and crowns me with love and tender mercies.
 5 He fills my life with good things.
      My youth is renewed like the eagle’s!

·  6 The Lord gives righteousness
      and justice to all who are treated unfairly.
·  7 He revealed his character to Moses
      and his deeds to the people of Israel.
 8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful,
      slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love.
 9 He will not constantly accuse us,
      nor remain angry forever.
 10 He does not punish us for all our sins;
      he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve.
 11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him
      is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth.
 12 He has removed our sins as far from us
      as the east is from the west.
 13 The Lord is like a father to his children,
      tender and compassionate to those who fear him.

· IN YOUR PROGRAM

· Writer was this man named David

· Developed a pretty cool connection to God while tending sheep

· Lots of down time, so just took the time to chat with God in the flow of every day life.

· Wrote down his experience for us.

· Offer an observation that may seem obvious

· But is actually fairly profound.
· One of the ways that God reveals himself is through the things that he does for us.

· The writer starts out talking about how he will praise the Lord.

· How he will audibly thank, sing songs about and appreciate God
· Because of WHO God is and what he has done for him, what experienced.

· V. 1 I will praise “the name of God” 

· “Name” synonymous with character or reputation here
· OT names had significance to what person like.

· The reputation that the person had.  

· Name of God = character and reputation

· V. 7 How he has revealed himself to people.

· Moses and the people through his DEEDS.
· I will praise God because of what I have seen of his character

· Because of the reputation he has built with me.
· V. 2  I will give myself to thanking and praising and appreciating God

· Because of the good things that God does for me.

· Let me never forget all the GOOD God has done for me.

· To large degree, what someone DOES is an overflow of who they are.

· We can tell a lot about a person by what they do for us.
· ,
· IL – I love my wife.

· It was my birthday this past Thursday

· Some of you saw this on FB already, appreciate greetings!
· But came home on Tuesday to a early, surprise dinner

· The way to my heart is through fine cuisine.

· Beuof Berginon, Crusty Euro bread, Bottle of red wine

· Favorite cake, fire in fireplace.  
· Demonstrated how kind hearted, thoughtful and wonderful my wife is.

· I don’t love her just for what she can do for me.

· But I know her and am wowed by her out actions.

· Her actions speak of her character.

· Demonstrate who she is in a tangible way.
· David seems to be driving at the same point here

· That God loves to reveal who he is by 

· The things that he DOES for us

· The things that he offers to do for us.

· What are some of the benefits of God that reveal his character?

· David lists out some of the ways that he has experienced God

· Some of the things that God offers to do for his people.

· PAY ATTENTION to the WAY that these reveal WHO God is.  
· How they demonstrate what KIND of God he is.

· He’s the kind of God who offers to forgive our sins.

· V. 3-4  Forgives all my sins, redeems me from death.  
· V. 12 He has removed our sins as far as east is from west.
· Idea of SIN, sounds kind of old school.

· Saying that people are “sinners” might feel a bit judgmental.

· We all have problems and like to think that doing our best.

· But, I’ve actually found that talking about this thing called Sin

· Can be super helpful on a number of levels.  

· Let me ask a big question about reality.

· What if the whole universe is relational?
· Tend to think of reality as abstract

· Something that we can prove.

· “I am a man.  I am standing on a stage”  prove it.

· But that’s not only way to see the world.

· If I say, :I am married to a wonderful woman named Krista

· No way to PROVE that she is indeed wonderful.

· Unless you know her as well and think, “yes, she’s a wonderful person.”
· You KNOW this out of relationship with her.  
· What if the point of reality and thing that most worthwhile is relationship?

· That we were made to related to others

· To God, 

· Even to our self.

· ,

· What if those relationships tend to get screwed up quite a bit of time?

· IL – Other night, Krista and I talking about planning something.

· I think we should do it this way/

· I think we should do it this other way.

· Got a bit heated, both trying to make a point.

· “Well, I just think that’s a dumb way to think about it.”

· Thinking, “why are we even going here, silly”

· If I would just apologize, could be done.

· If I simply said

· I am sorry, I sinned against you.

· Then we could move on.

· Seems to me if we don’t deal with SIN and forgive, 

· only two other options.

· Shift the Blame – It’s someone else’s fault

· Rather than taking our share of the situation.
· Isolate – I am not going to admit that I am wrong, so pull away
· Causes more and more alienation,
· Spend all of our energy avoiding dealing with stuff.
· All these two do is produce more and more separation 

· And causes destruction in the world
· And tears the world apart.
· V. 8 Points out that God is eager to help us with this SIN situation.

· The he is loving and merciful, NOT ANGRY and enjoys helping us

· God offering to take care of this.
· Help us navigate through these relational interactions.

· Central theme of the Bible is of Jesus entering human situation

· “I came in order to help you with this sin problem.”

· To help you navigate a relational universe.

· Help us deal with SIN.

· Sin is just simply 

· Anything that we do to impair our relationship with God, self, or others.

· Anything that we do that would break connection

· You jerk, criticism, feeling offended all the time.

· Creates little more separation b/t me and them

· I am so lazy, can’t do this, negative self talk, 

· Separation within my self,

· Mad at circumstances, why this happening?  

· Separation between me and God.
· To find God we have to navigate a relational world

· Jesus comes to help us with these sin issues.

· Not just teach us a philosophy to try to do it. 

· Give us actual spiritual power to break through it
· Invite God to show you any sin that is cutting you off relationally and forgive you for it.  
· Is there some way you are feeling cut off from self.

· Negative self talk, anger against your self, 

· Guilt or shame you are feeling related to what done

· Or left undone?

· Are there things that have interrupted your connection to God?

· Things that you have done that you know are not helpful in your relationship to him?

· Things that you have not done, that you feel would have been helpful?

· Are there things that have interrupted your relationship with others?

· Would apologizing to someone help break down barriers?

· Would saying sorry bring restoration in connection to God?

· He’s the kind of God who desires to fill our lives with good things.


· V. 5  He fills my life with good things.

· At first, this idea, especially to Northern Minnesotans, can seem scandalous.

· Who are we to ask God for anything?

· Who do we think he is, Santa Clause?

· Stoic philosophy that’s crept its way into Christianity.

· Theme that;’s been repeating over the past few weeks.

· God loves to do things for people.

· Theme that repeats itself all throughout the Bible.

· Psalm 116:1:2 (NLT)
· 1 I love the LORD because he hears my voice and my prayer for mercy. 2 Because he bends down to listen, I will pray as long as I have breath!
· People experiencing God;s goodness and being WOWed by God

· Thanking and praising God for what he has DONE for them.

· If one of God’s main characteristics was to put good thing in our lives.

· What would that say about him?

· That God is GOOD.

· That he likes to do meaningful things for us.

· And be on the giving end of those good gifts.

· IL – A year and a half ago, had to sell our house because of common mold.

· Dream house, had fixed it up, settled to live there for long time.

· Devastated.  Had to stay at other person’s house.

· A year and a half there.

· Every house that I would go it, REACT to common mold.

· Joke with parents: How was house?  Not as nice as yours.

· One year ago, out to dinner for Birthday – dad said sell it

· What?  

· Crazy thing: all the things we asked for in a house.

· Open floor plan to entertain, wooded lot, close to things.

· Large yard for kids, Aria – red door.  Me – deer

· Why would God do that?

· To WOW us.

· Every time I pull in the driveway, I cant believe it’s our house

· SOOOO thankful to God for his goodness.
· Recount the good things in your life and thank God for them.

· Central theme here: REMEMBER what God has done.

· Thank HIM for those good thing in our lives.

· Give HIM credit for the things that go well for us.

· “Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our Father.”  James 1:17

· V. 11 & 13 Good things come to those who FEAR him.

· Those who stand in AWE of God.

· Those who see good thing in our lives and give him the credit and thanks for those things.

· Key to things going well seems to be a focus on what good we have to be thankful for.

· Rather than focusing on what not going well.

· Finding the good things to be thankful for and giving God credit for those.

· Last week: key to battling through difficult times

· IL – 1,000 things to be thankful for.

· Amazing how much perspective changes 

· Attitude can shift from being bitter for what NOT happening

· To being thankful for what IS good in our life.
· Ask God for one concrete gift.

· Part of Leap of Faith – ask God for one or two things that need in life.

· So, if we get them, we know that it was a gift FROM GOD.

· He loves to be our non-anonymous benefactor.

· God may not give us what we are asking for

· But has a surprising way of teaching us through that.

· Maybe that was not the best thing for us in the first place.

· IL – Went to see this one house, wooded lot, spacious

· “God, please give us this house.”

· Series of events where prevented from getting it

· Super bummed.  Mad at God for a bit.

· God, “What if I know what you need more than you know what you need?”

· Me, “OK, I TRUST YOU to find us the perfect house.

· SOOOOO Thankful we did not buy that house.
· He’s the kind of God who helps us in our weaknesses.

· V. 5b  My youth is renewed like the eagles.
· The imagery here is of a baby eagle in the nest

· Who is unable to leave the nest or able to collect food itself.

· Eagle parent  brings what the baby eagle needs to be healthy and strong.
· David found a sort of restoration from God when 

· What if we were created to NEED God?

· That life is actually impossible to live WITHOUT God.

· This is hard for us to think about or admit as Westerners.

· Independent, self-supporting, strong, capable.

· Yet, there are times when recognize this to be true.

· Where we hit the wall and we can’t do it w/o outside help.

· IL – I am a pretty serious person.

· Me asking for more joy in my life.
· I cant just make it better.

· I can’t do it in my own strength. 
· I am not going to change by reading a self-help book.

· I NEED OUTSIDE HELP. 
· God seems to be continually offering to help us in our place of need.
·  “God blesses those who are (spiritually) poor and realize their need for him.”  Matthew 5:3  
· "Healthy people don't need a doctor--sick people do. I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners."  Mark 2:17
· And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you.  John 14:16
· You need help?

· I am all about helping people that ask me for help.

· I can pull you through anything that you face in life.

· Ask God to help you / change you in one area where you are weak.

· One of the things that we are encouraging during Leap of Faith

· In addition to one concrete gift from God

· Asking him for one thing that make your life FEEL better.

· Identifying an area of your life that you can’t fix on your own.

· That you need supernatural help with.

· IL – For me, asking God to be less serious, experience more joy.

· I’ve actually found that it’s working most days, when ask.

· Feel like I am able to come out of my serious brain.

· And enter in to the world around me, to feel what happening

· Take it in and enjoy the flow of life.  

· Maybe there is an area that you’ve tried to fix before

· But you just can’t seem to break through.

· Anger, stress, smoking, worry, 

· Ask God to give you strength to live differently.
· Where do you need God to come and make your life better?

· What have you been powerless to change?
· I was thinking back this week, to that time when I was eight.

· Had this innate desire to know God.

· Thought about how much God has shown me about himself since then.

· Not at all because of anything that I did.

· Just simply because of him revealing himself to me through what he does.

· My take, is that God wants to do that for each of us.

· Reveal himself to us through the things that he does for us.

· Forgiving our sins and restoring any ways that we have broken relationship

· Filling our life with good things

· Helping us in areas where we are weak.

Instruction:   Invite musicians // Always end with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
· Response

· God, I ask you to 

· Forgive me for any things that I have done to break relationship

· Relationship with you

· Relationship with someone else

· Relationship with self – free from guilt and shame.

· I ask you for the good things that you want to put in my life.

· Help me to see you in the good things already in my life.

· I need PHYSICAL HEALING

· I ask you to help me in my areas of weakness.

· I can’t change on my own, I need you.

· Addiction, anger, fear, depression, 

· Questions for further thought and discussion.

· Reread Psalm 103:1-13 //  What do you notice?

· Do you feel like God has ever revealed himself to you through what he has done for you?

· What does it mean that God wants to “forgive sins”

· What is sin?  How does it affect our lives and our relationships?

· What is God’s attitude toward us in our sin?  V. 8-10

· What do you think it means that God wants to “fill our life with good things”?  (verse 5)

· Do you ever have a hard time asking God for things?

· How has that been for you during Leap of Faith?

· How does God “renew our strength”?

· Is it comforting that God can meet us in supernatural ways?

· What have you been asking God to make feel better in your heart during Leap of Faith?

· How is that going?

· What is the next step you feel you need to take with God?

