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Luke 15.1-10 (NLT) ::  1 Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. 2 This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! 3 So Jesus told them this story: 4 “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. 6 When he arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away! 8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.” 

 

   Everyone    is invited to experience God’s    goodness   .

 

 

 

God is on a    search    and    rescue    mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why would praying for “Our Five” be a central focus of our faith experiment? 

 

 

The one thing that God is most excited about is    connecting    people to him so they    experience    his goodness.

 

 

The best way to keep    receiving    from God, is to    give       away    what we’ve already received.

 

 

 

Suggestions for how we can receive God’s goodness and pass it along:

 

Connect deeply with all that    Jesus    has to    offer   .

 

John 10:10  “I have some that you may have life to the full.”

 

John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy would be in you and that your joy may be full.”  

 

Join God in his mission to    invite    everyone to    experience    him.

 


Invite people along with you, as you    explore    and    experience    God yourself.

 

Continue to    pray    for and    serve    “Your Five”.

 

John 6:44 “People can’t come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me.” 

 

Consider    contributing    to the Hillside Church Facelift 2.0.

 

Share your    story   . 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought and discussion

 Reread Luke 15:1-10.

What do you notice in the first two verses about the situation?

 How does Jesus telling the stories speak to his defense of the tax-collectors and sinners?

 Have you ever felt like either the Pharisees (the “perfect insiders”) or the Sinners (the “judged outsiders”)?

What do the two stories that Jesus tells say about Jesus’ mission?

 What is Jesus showing that he offers through these stories?  

 Have you ever had a chance to be part of someone else connecting to God?

o   How did that feel to you?

 How can we jump in on God’s exciting mission of inviting all people to him?

o   What are some practical ways we can both:

-  Continue to experience all that Jesus offers ourselves?

-  Invite others in to experience his goodness along with us?

 To go further, consider reading the parable that follows in Luke 15:11-32.

o   What does this story further reveal about God’s heart?

 

