I HAVE EXPERINECED A LOT OF REALLY COOL THINGS IN THE 10 YEARS THAT OUR CHURCH HAS BEEN AROUND

· One of my favorite things is being part of people EXPLORING faith.

· Years ago doing this course called Alpha.

· Gather over a meal

· Talk about tough questions of faith.

· Many people have questions answered and think, 

· “Wow, I want to give this faith thing a shot.”

· More recently been running a course called Seek

· Which some of you have gone through.

· And found super powerful.

· WE running our next one in the fall

· Premise: “If I want to experience God HOW might I do that?”

· Chatting with God.

· Getting the best stuff from the Bible.

· Experiencing the presence of God, called the Holy Spirit.

· Most exciting is to see people EXPERINCING God, first time

· In some really profound and powerful ways.

· Feeling that God is near to them.

· Seeing their lives change beyond how ability.

· Experiencing his love.

· ONE STORY

· I will call her < KRISTY >    
(jenny’s story)
I WONDER IF WE GET A CLUE WHY THESE STORIES ARE SO FUN FROM THE SCRIPTURE ON YOUR SHEET FROM LUKE 15.

· Read only first part . . .
Luke 15:1-10 (NLT)
Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such despicable people—even eating with them!

So Jesus used this illustration: “If you had one hundred sheep, and one of them strayed away and was lost in the wilderness, wouldn’t you leave the ninety-nine others to go and search for the lost one until you found it? And then you would joyfully carry it home on your shoulders. When you arrived, you would call together your friends and neighbors to rejoice with you because your lost sheep was found. In the same way, heaven will be happier over one lost sinner who returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!

 “Or suppose a woman has ten valuable silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp and look in every corner of the house and sweep every nook and cranny until she finds it? And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors to rejoice with her because she has found her lost coin. In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.”

READ FIRST PART ONLY, then . . .

I absolutely LOVE this particular situation

· Jesus would teach in these public places so all would hear him

· Many different types of people come to listen to him

· Two particular groups of people highlighted in this encounter

· Pharisees – group of religious leaders who pretty stogy

· Walk around making sure everyone kept all the rules

· Tax – collectors and sinners

· Tax collectors, specifically, working for government and would take more than supposed to from own people.  Despised.  

· People who not live perfect lives according to religious law

· After Jesus was done teaching, these sinners invite Jesus over.  

· What would Jesus, the Son of God, do?

· He would go and hang out with them.

· Share a meal, enjoy a glass of wine, talk about spirituality.

· Genuinely LOVE the company of these “imperfect” people.

· The Pharisees – religious leaders -  were SUPER upset about this

· Jesus should not be associating with these SINNERS

· They are not KEEPING THE RULES.

· People who entrusted with inviting people to God.

· Became the very people who cutting people off.

· Jesus is making a HUGE statement in this interaction

· In preferring to hang out with them & defending them to Pharisees.

· If Jesus, as God in the flesh, represents God here.

· You really see God’s heart, that . . .

· Everyone is invited to experience God’s goodness.
· God is offering his love and goodness to everyone.

· You don’t have to fit a certain mold, look certain way

· To be invited to God’s party.

· Pharisees represent religion gone wrong.

· CHANGE, then come to God.

· You have to be like this, look like that

· Trying to keep people in

· Jesus represents the reality of God

· DEFENDS those who feel alienated

· INVITES PEOPLE IN, no matter who they are.

· The people I came for are  . . . 
· Those who feel like outsiders
· Those who don’t feel their lives are perfect.

· Those who have been alienated by religion.

· It does not matter who you are, where you at

· God is pursuing every person

· SO THAT they can experience the goodness that he offers.

READ THE REST OF THE STORY

You could make a case that the thing God is most up to is found right here in these parables:
·  God is on a search and rescue mission.

· God is very into going after people who need his help,

· Who are all alone and vulnerable and separated from the warmth and safety of the herd.

· God is really into finding people who feel lost,

· Who are outside of the warmth of his protection and care and life-changing power.
· Inviting those who feel lost to find some sense of direction from him

· Wanting everyone to experience the goodness he offers.
· Jesus tells three stories following this to drive point home

· Lost sheep – at end of day, gathering sheep, realize one gone.

· Very sad about this.  Sheep valuable to him – wool & mutton

· So, leaves other sheep in care of other shepherd SEARCH

· When finds it, calls friends and neighbors and CELEBRATE
· Lost coin – days wages - $100
· This story demonstrates a bit more of a FERVENT SEARCH

· Friends and neighbors to CELEBATE WITH HER
· Lost Son – Look it up

· If you have ever lost something, you familiar with two things

· HOW HARD YOUSEARCH

· And HOW MUCH JOY WHEN FIND IT
· LOST KEYS or CELL PHONE

· Frustrating, and then joy.

· LOST KID

· And there’s this massive search for the child—not just the parents, but the police and the national guard and all the neighbors—

· And then, just when folks have pretty much lost hope,
· The child is found, and is alive.
· And there’s just this unbelievable celebration.
· Jesus is on search and rescue mission because he does not want anyone
· TO MISS OUT on the good thing that he has for them.
· Jesus is the ultimate includer, making sure that people know they invited to the party.
· SEARCHING OUT those who may not know that invited
· Those who feel they have gotten lost.  
· Those who have been alienated in one way or another. 
· ,
· ,
· ,
AS MOST OF YOU KNOW, WE’RE IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS FUN, BUT SORT OF EXPERIMENTAL THING WE’RE CALLING “40 DAYS OF FAITH.”

· And we’ve focused this time around three questions:
· What do you want Jesus to do for you?
· What do you want Jesus to do for your five?
· What do you want Jesus to do for our church?  (SLIDE, not handout)
· The third question has been a fun one
· Many of you been praying all sorts of blessings onto us as a church 
· Following along with Bible Guide (on INFO TABLE)
· Offers all sorts of suggestions as to HOW we can continue to pray for our church during this time.
· Three main things that we are seeking after as a group.
· God give us three of his big dreams for next 10 years
· Experience more of God’s power and presence.
· Identify and partner with a few organizations
· GOAL :: We want to continue to be a church that INVITE OTHERS
· To experience God’s goodness with us in real ways
· One of main thrusts of Leap of Faith is believing God to raise $20,000 NEXT SUNDAY for what we are calling the HC Facelift 2.0
· We rent this facility from a youth ministry
· We want our church to be the most welcoming and user friendly place possible.
· Few things that are outdated after 10 years
· Sound board from 80’s
· Projector, screens
· Also, hoping to purchase a few items make building nicer
· Video camera so live stream message
· Items to make kids & families welcome
· This is a pretty big faith step for us.
· $20,000 is a lot of money to raise in one day
· But, we’ve been asking all of you to ask God if he would have you invest in your church.
· Talking to quite a few of you.
· “I am TOTALLY willing to sacrifice
· “I LOVE this church community
AND THE FIRST QUESTION MIGHT ALSO MAKE SOME SENSE,

· What do you want Jesus to do for you? (SLIDE ONLY)
· Since this is, after all, a big exercise in faith that we’re going through, 
· It makes some sense that we’re believing that faith would actually have some connection with our every day lives.
· And this User’s Manual that’s available at the Info Center has all sorts of suggestions about how you might pursue that question.
· And we’ve heard lots of awesome stories of how that question is being answered for so many folks.
· STORIES FROM THIS WEEK  : Two really great ones . . .
· God reconnected me with my daughter who I have not seen since she was three (15 years ago?) and for this I am grateful.
· I was addicted to Meth for 12 years.  I have been sober now for 1 year.  I have asked God to remove my desire to use meth and my fear of failure in sobriety.  He is removing my desire to use even in the middle of difficult life challenges that would normally lead me to give up and use.  God has given me the strength to face and conquer these challenges w/o using. 
· THESE ARE THE KINDS OF THIGNS THAT GOD UP TO IN PEOPLE

· We hear that and not only want similar good things happen TO US

· But also happen to those that we care about, those around us.
SECOND QUESTION has also been a fun one
· Go after what you are hoping God will do for “Your Five.”  (SLIDE ONLY)
· Explain “Your Five”

· Picked five people praying for every day.

· Who we hope experience Jesus love and blessing

· Why would praying for “Our Five” be a central focus of our faith experiment? 

· I can think of at least two reasons.
· First, as we’ve been saying,
· The one thing that God is most excited about is connecting people to him so they experience his goodness.
· The thing that sets off a party in heaven

· Is people connecting to him and all that he has to offer. 

· Experiencing his protection, his care, his direction
· Joy, peace, healing, freedom, and life to the full.

· Second, Going back to Jay’s garden fountain from last week.  
· It seems as if we’re meant not just to take from God,

· The best way to keep receiving from God, is to give away what we’ve already received.

· HOLLY – US THE PICTURE OF THIS FROM LAST WEEK IN THIS SLIDE TO SHOW THE POINT)
· We need to pass on that very love that we’re taking in, or it seems to run dry.  
· “Freely you have received, freely give.”
· We’re not meant to hoard; we’re meant to give away what we’ve gotten from God, 
· And the promise is that that will bring and overabundance of joy into our own lives.
· ,
· ,
· ,
· ,
· ,
I THINK, AT A DEEP LEVEL< THIS REALLY RESONATES WITH US
· We all want our lives to make a difference in the lives of other people
· And I think it makes some emotional sense that, if we really could play a significant role in someone’s life being utterly changed for the better,
· Of course most of us would like to do that.
· And that’s why it’s a question of faith.
· Do we really believe that God would let us in on something that good?
· Being able to connect other’s to what God’s goodness?
· That we could be in on OTHERS experiencing that type of joy, peace, freedom, love, forgiveness and life!
I HAD A PRETTY COOL EXPERIENCE ON THIS FRONT THIS PAST WEEK

· As a pastor, have direct opportunity to influence the lives of others, especially in a spiritual way.
· I don’t hear directly all the time HOW my influence has impacted people’s lives over the long haul.
· Received an email this past week.
· Pastor Ryan,I am not sure if you will remember me but I wanted to drop you a line to say thanks.  I was a student at UMD from 2000-2003.  My freshman year I lived in the dorms and lived like a "typical" college student.  Parties and heavy drinking were a routine.  It never really got out of hand but I definitely wasn't living for God.  My Sophomore year I moved in with some new roommates who, although I didn't know at the time, were Christians.  “ERIC” was one of those roommates.  Long story short, he kept invited me to attend your bible study on campus and finally I did.  That was a starting point for my new life in Christ.  Now, I am married to a solid women, we have 2 beautiful girls, I have a business in Southern MN and we are involved in a great church.  The reason I am sending you this note is because I am sure ministry is hard at times. Hard enough where it might feel like you want to quit or give up.  Many times you don't get to see the fruits of you labor but I wanted you to know the impact you had in my spiritual walk.  I appreciate you investing time in my life.  If you ever have those down days, think about all those people’s lives/eternities were changed because of your impact.  So thanks and never, never, never give up.  In Christ,  “Warren”
· When I read this in my email, I was so encouraged and filled with joy 
· That I played a role in helping connect someone to Jesus goodness
· It felt so incredible!
SO, THE QUESTION BECOMES


HOW CAN WE TAP INTO WHAT GOD IS UP TO  

EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF CONNECTING PEOPLE TO GOD


SEEING THEM EXPERIENCE ALL THAT GOD HAS TO OFFER THEM
Suggestions for how we can receive God’s goodness and pass it along.
First, Connect deeply with all that Jesus has to offer
· God’s offer comfort, protection and care is for ALL OF US

· God is actively looking to give himself away

· That we could experience the fullness of his life.

· John 10:10  “I have some that you may have life to the full.”

· John 15:11 “I have told you this so that my joy would be in you and that your joy may be full.”  

· Think that it not available to us for some reason

· Like tax-collectors and sinners

· Maybe we feel like we have done things that TOO BAD

· But see Jesus defending us from those accusations.

· Religious ideas that have to be good, perfect, certain way

· BEFORE we can experience God’s goodness

· NOT TRUE
· Can experience him wherever we are at.

· Maybe you feel outside herd, lonely, broken, vulnerable

· Jesus would want you to experience his care

· His protection, his care

· Maybe you need some of that joy that he offers

· Maybe Leap of Faith not going as hoped

· I know some discouraged.

· Psalms repeating IN MIDDLE OF STRUGGLE

· God meets me with supernatural strength.
· Invite YOU to take Jesus up on his invitation.

· YOU ask to experience more of Jesus TODAY

· Whatever you need.  Whatever that looks like for you.
Second, Join God in his mission to invite everyone to experience him.
· If there is no more incredible joy that connecting people to Jesus

· All of the good stuff that he offers

· Seeing their lives become better as result

· Then, invited to jump in on inviting others to the party

· Live message “God’s throwing a party and everyone is invited”

· If everyone welcomed to experience God in this way
· There is this sense that this CHANGES WAY WE LIVE.
· Experience God’s goodness for our selves.
· We are continually inviting others along with us.

· A FEW IDEAS HOW . . . 

· Invite people along with you, as you explore and experience God yourself.

· Nice that we don’t have to be an expert at Jesus, spirituality

· We can just be ourselves

· Some FOOL who just happened to stumble upon Jesus.

· As we journey toward Jesus, invite others along with us.

· Invite them to explore and experience God along with us.

· Simple as inviting a non-churchgoing friend out for coffee or beer.

· To talk about spiritual things, open dialogue.

· Build a genuine friendship, because interested in their life. 

· Invite them to your Life Group or 

· Invite them for EASTER SERVICE

· Many people LOVE to go to church on Easter

· If you love Hillside Church, invite a few folks to come with

· HUGE pancake breakfast at 10am, egg hunt at 10.30

· Celebration service that people have fun at! 

· Continue to pray for and serve “Your Five”.

· Jesus says in John 6:44 “People can’t come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me.”

· This is why we’ve been so into “praying for your 5.”
· God wants to invite us into something it will take him to do.
· It’s fun and daunting at the same time to think that you might be the only person praying for that person.
· Also, demonstrate God’s goodness to them by serving in some way

· IL – Interesting experience this week, 

· Run in to one of my five

· Having a kind of crisis, took five minutes to help & talk

· Responded, “I feel so much better after seeing you.”

· Exciting when have opportunity to serve them for Jesus.

· Consider contributing to the Hillside Church Facelift 2.0

· Next week, taking a special offering for what calling HC Face 2.0
· To update some of things gotten old over 10 years

· Continue to make HC a comfortable place

· For those who part of church, but those who NOT

· Quite a few of you have asked about how carrying debt should factor into your thinking about how to give.
· Encourage those of you in debt, begin to work way out of it.

· We have folks here at HC that help you budget.

· From all the reading I’ve done, what’s commonly said is that hoarding is never a way to get out of debt.

· That said, it does take some maturity as well…

· It’s not the amount you give—it is the attitude…

· Talk to friends about your thought process…

· I KNOW that you love God

· You want to listen to him, follow him.

· Believe that God speak to each of us.

· Invite you to PRAY this week.

· Let’s believe together in faith, as we all ask

· Get ready to give, going to provide what we need for what we need to do.

· If you NOT going to be here!

· Give TODAY or SEND IN THIS WEK

· Think:  I will just let someone else do it.
· But the reality is that there’s no upside to someone else doing these things.

· It’s sort of like asking, “Can’t someone else live my life?”

· This sort of stuff is, to my mind at least, saying “yes” to life,

· Saying we want to be involved in what God doing on earth.

· We don’t want to take a pass on that.

· We don’t want to be just an observer.
Third, Share your story
· The thing that those of us who may have stumbled upon something good from God have to offer, is our story.

· We’re not special in any way

· Just happened to stumble upon something good

· And we are invited to share out of God’s activity in our lives.

· Not about knowing religious jargon, living perfect lives

· It’s about experiencing God and giving that away.

· The thing that we have to offer is our story.

· Which is why we keep encouraging to share during LoF

· But also share with “Your Five” those around you/
· If there are things that God has done in you, share that with others.
· That’s no small thing.

· Because those people around you in your daily life

· May very well be looking for that same thing

· Not knowing where to find it.

· You’ve connected with the Living God that helpful to daily life

· Freedom from Meth Addiction, alcoholism, gambling

· Reuniting families, restoring broken relationships

· Healing sick people.

· Setting free from anxiety, depression, fear.
· I don’t want to pressure people.

· There is nothing pressuring about sharing your experience with someone else.

· As long as you are genuine and not pushy.

· This just happens to be what is going on in me.

· A few people tell me about Hanabi

· Excited that new restaurants opening up downtown (prayer)

· “You have to try this place.  I know you love SUSHI”

· Me, “Stop trying to pressure me, convert me to Hanabi.”

· “Wow, thanks for passing that along.  I appreciate that.”

· Sharing genuine experiences with God can be really helpful and encouraging to people.
IN MY EXPERIENCE OF JOINING GOD ON HIS SEARCH AND RESCUE MISSION,

· I’ve found out that it’s really true.

· There is no greater party than being a part of some person who feels so lost getting found.

· And, unless I’m totally wrong, there is going to be a lot, lot, lot of celebrating about what God’s going to do as we continue to be a church that invites other people to experience God along with us.  
· Don’t take a pass on what may be the richest part of your life, the greatest offer God has for you.

· Believe God for your Five.

STAND WITH ME…

[Pray for folks to come to know Jesus.]

[Pray for folks being enabled to love their six.]

[Maybe even have them come forward—“I want more power in loving those around me… and being in on this for the rest of my life…”????]
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