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Habakkuk 2.14 :: “He’s making his name great among all people of the earth.”

 

Isaiah 64.4 :: “The God who does great things for people who trust Him.”

 

God just loves to show his love for us by putting    tangible       blessings    in our lives.

 

Two responses are crucial if we want to keep God’s blessings and presence coming our way:  We respond by    serving    and    loving     others.

 

Luke 17.11-19 (NLT) :: As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border between Galilee and Samaria. As he entered a village there, ten lepers stood at a distance, crying out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, their leprosy disappeared. One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back to Jesus, shouting, “Praise God, I’m healed!” He fell face down on the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? Does only this foreigner return to give glory to God?” And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up and go. Your faith has made you well.” 

 

But God is only able to    KEEP    doing amazing things for us as we learn the discipline of    NOTICING    when he does things for us and then thanking him for those things.

 


Psalm 50.23 (NLT) :: Giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly honors me.

 

 

A few things we learn about the benefits of thanking God for everything.

 

Thanking God is essential if we want to be able to    love       people        well   . 

 

Colossians 3.14-17 (NLT) :: And the most important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are all called to live in peace. And always be thankful.  Let the words of Christ, in all their richness, live in your hearts and make you wise. Use his words to teach and counsel each other. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, let it be as a representative of the Lord Jesus, all the while giving thanks through him to God the Father. 

 

Thanking God is essential for a    satisfied    and    worry-free   life. 

 

Philippians 4.6-7 (NLT) :: Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand.

 

Thanking God is essential if we want to see our    dreams        fulfilled   .

 

Luke 2.36-38 (NLT) :: Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, and was very old. She was a widow, for her husband had died when they had been married only seven years. She was now eighty-four years old. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about Jesus to everyone who had been waiting for the promised King to come and deliver Jerusalem.  

 

 

Questions for further thought and discussion

 A recurring theme through Leap of Faith is the idea in Isaiah 64.4, that God does good things for those who trust in him.  


What do you think about this?


Have you found this to be true during Leap of Faith or in life?

 What do you notice about the interaction in Luke 17.11-19.

 How does giving thanks keep the cycle of blessing flowing into our lives?

 Review the three main benefits to giving thanks that we discussed.


How do you feel about these?


Which of these do you find most helpful or applicable to your life?

 What do you think about the idea that being thankful is directly related to a satisfied and worry-free life?


Have you ever found this to be true in your own life?

 How is giving thanks part of seeing our dreams fulfilled?

 What are you particularly thankful for and how could you express this to God?

 

