I HAVE A DIFFCULT TIME BEING POSITIVE

· I am kind of a pessimist

· Why can’t I just appreciate what I have

· Always seem to be longing for more?

· Troublesome!

WE’RE NEARING THE END OF A SERIES I’VE REALLY ENJOYED THAT WE’VE CALLED JESUS IS REALLY GOOD
· And, as I’ve talked about in most of the weeks so far,

· Each of these steps, to my mind, relates back to a central premise.

· Which is that God, at all times, is only doing one central thing—

· Namely, 

· He’s making his name great among all people of the earth (Habakkuk 2:14).
· And we’ve said that that “name” he’s making great is something like:

·  “The God who does great things for people who trust Him.” (Isaiah 64:4)
· Discovering over these past 5 weeks in our Jesus Is Really Good series

· CENTRAL THEME

· God just loves to show his love for us by putting tangible blessings in our lives.

· And his own utter goodness and trustworthiness

· By DOING lots of great stuff for us as we learn how to follow Him in faith, better and better.

· During this series, many have been trying to pray Psalm a day.

· And, for those of you who’ve been doing that,

· You’ve been discovering how true that is.

· So many Psalms are about the crucial importance of REMEMBERING all the great stuff God has done for us so that we think to look to Him to do great stuff for us TODAY.

AND, SOMEHOW, THIS WHOLE IDEA OF REMEMBERING
· Is directly connected to living the kind of life we’ve always wanted to live.

· If—as we’ve talked about—we can, more and more, 

· Live a life of focus—all surrounding this one purpose that God himself is up to—

· Then we’ll start seeing more and more of this good stuff he wants to do for us.

· Many of us have been hearing great stories about how God has been doing this for people in our church during this season.

AND, AS HE DOES THAT,

· We’ve talked about 

· Two responses are crucial if we want to keep God’s blessings and presence coming our way:  We respond by serving and loving others.
· Today, I want to talk about how we close the loop,

· How we “seal in” these blessings that God wants to give to us and pretty much guarantee that God will keep us in this cycle of blessing.

HERE’S A STORY FROM JESUS’ LIFE THAT I FIND REALLY INSIGHTFUL AND HELPFUL.

As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border between Galilee and Samaria. As he entered a village there, ten lepers stood at a distance, crying out, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

He looked at them and said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, their leprosy disappeared.

One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back to Jesus, shouting, “Praise God, I’m healed!” He fell face down on the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? Does only this foreigner return to give glory to God?” And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up and go. Your faith has made you well.” (Luke 17:11-19, NLT)
There are a few things that are striking to me about this story.
· First, it ties back to one of our earlier things that talked about - 
· They all go to the priest—the thing they were supposed to do to officially verify that they’ve been healed—BEFORE they’re actually healed.
· They do it in faith—and they all get healed!
· Reminds us that this interaction w/ God requires some kind of faith.
· Responding to God based on what he says.
· Rather than what we may see around us.
· AP – This has been a central theme to our Leap of Faith
· Coming to God with some need we have in FAITH
· That he can do something about it.
· Many of you have seen answers to what you have been longing for.  
THAT SAID,

· Only one of the ten thinks to come back and thank Jesus.
· And Jesus notices that, and seems a little peeved that the other 9 didn’t come back.
· To me, this is a picture of all of our lives.
· God is constantly doing good things for us, whether we thank him or not.
· And he’s able to do dramatically BETTER things for us when we act in faith,
· As we talked about at some length a few weeks ago.
· But God is only able to KEEP doing amazing things for us as we learn the discipline of NOTICING when he does things for us and then thanking him for those things.
· Jesus even interprets the thanks he gets from this man by saying that the man is “giving glory to God.”
· Psalm 50 makes this same point with slightly different words:

Giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly honors me. (Psalm 50:23, NLT)
· This is why we’ve been so into your telling us when God answers one of your big prayers OR telling others.
· It’s a way of giving God glory, of closing the loop on what he’s done.
· God gets the credit for what he is doing in our lives.

· Other people take notice and connect to this amazing God.
NOW WHY WOULD ‘THANKING GOD FOR EVERYTHING’—

· even immediately discouraging things—

· seem to allow God to do clear-cut acts of power for me—

· albeit in such a trivial area.

· I think it’s because I’d stepped into one of the keys to the universe,

· An absolutely essential to a living the life we’ve always wanted?
· If we do the other things that we’ve talked about

· Over the past few weeks

· To get all the good stuff from God.

· But we miss this one, it seems to be all over.

· We’ll see some great things absolutely

· But they cannot be sustained without this.
A few things we learn about the benefits of thanking God for everything.
· Thanking God is essential if we want to be able to love people well. 

· Look at Colossians 3:14-17.

And the most important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all together in perfect harmony. And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are all called to live in peace. And always be thankful.  Let the words of Christ, in all their richness, live in your hearts and make you wise. Use his words to teach and counsel each other. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. And whatever you do or say, let it be as a representative of the Lord Jesus, all the while giving thanks through him to God the Father. (Colossians 3:14-17, NLT)
· [Comment on this scripture, then…]

· Here’s a point I think this scripture is making, along with many other profound points,
· But I think it’s saying, unless I’m missing it, 
· That we can’t love each other well when we’re not thankful.
· We’re thankful for what God has put in our lives, and that transfers to love for others.
· Taking time to really CHERISH those around us.

· The things that we have to be grateful for!

· We don’t see them otherwise

· Because we are too busy living life.

· WE CHERISH THEM
· WE TAKE THEM IN TO OUR SELVES
· TO APPRECIATE THEM
MY KIDS JUST TURNED 5, 3 and 1

· How does it go by so fast?

· When don’t take time to THANK GOD, CHERISH, REMEMBER
TWO MONTHS AGO, ARIA SIEZURE, GOING TO SLOW THIS DOWN

· Found that thanking God in each moment, central to this for me.

· Because we learn the discipline of taking in the little moments

· Looking at those around us

· Engaging in the present.

· Taking time to appreciate them, enjoy them

· Heading off REGRET

· Because we lived each day taking it in, enjoying it

· By appreciating all it had to offer

· And thanking God for what he had done in that.

· Get out of busyness of life and sit there and look in eyes

· Cuddle on the couch

· Feel their little bodies

· Listen to their little voices

· Watch them play, read, sleep
· A life of thanksgiving is absolutely central to loving others well.

· IL – 1,000 Women’s Book Club

· Powerful things happening among women

· IL – Deer hunting such a satisfying time (fishing, projects, around yard)?

· SAVORING WHAT IS AROUND US

· Taking it in!

Second,

· Thanking God is essential for a satisfied and worry-free life. 
· Look at Philippians 4.

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. If you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more wonderful than the human mind can understand. (Philippians 4:6-7, NLT)
· We also see this all the time in the Psalms.
· The writer is in some really awful, hopeless situation.
· He “tells God what he needs” and then he just starts thanking God in advance.
· And the Psalm ends with the writer in peace.
· Thanking God for all he has done in the past, give us faith for the future
· Continues that cycle of faith, good things coming at us
· We allow what God has done for us to encourage us
· God, I’ve trusted you in the past and it’s worked out well
· So facing this current situation doesn’t seem to be different.
· Thanksgiving seems to be central to us a full and satisfying life.
· Lepers – something great happens, but took it for granted.
· There was this sacred moment
· But they treated it as common, ordinary.
· They did not savor this moment and allow it to bring satisfaction in their lives.
· They got healed, but that’s all they received.
· They never touched the more powerful thing
· ENJOYING the goodness of God.
· IL – We resonate with this:  pray for something, get something
· Life not any better, doesn’t feel satisfying.
· Why?
· We never fully appreciated what you received. d
I’VE REALLY TRIED TO WORK ON THIS OVER THE LEAP OF FAITH
· Shared that the one concrete thing that I have been praying for is healing.

· Battling mystery illness for four years, 

· No energy, food bothers me.

· Way better than 4 years ago, but not back to full strength.

· Battle tremendous sense of worry.

· What if I never get better?

· What if I keep getting worse.

· Discovered that thanking God for all he has done been central in alleviating worry.

· Looking at what he HAS DONE thanking him for that.

· You;’ve never abandoned me in the past.
· So I can trust you with this for sure.  
AND, FINALLY, 

· Thanking God is essential if we want to see our dreams fulfilled.
· Now, to my mind, ALL of the things that we have talked about over the past 5 weeks, in the end, are essential if we want to see your dreams come true,

· Especially if your dream is a life you’ll like living.

· But thanksgiving really does play a key role here,

· A key role in keeping us in a spiritual state by which we’ll be able to receive our dreams when God decides to give them to you.

· So look at the passage from Luke 2,

· One of the really winsome stories in the whole New Testament. 

Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher, and was very old. She was a widow, for her husband had died when they had been married only seven years. She was now eighty-four years old. She never left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked about Jesus to everyone who had been waiting for the promised King to come and deliver Jerusalem.  (Luke 2:36-38, NLT)
·  [Comment:
· [Worshipping as, essentially, giving God glory, thanking him.
· [And she waits and waits and waits… and then she gets to be one of the first people to identify Jesus.
· [She gets in the Bible.
· [It all comes together for her.]
· Our biggest dreams often require some waiting.
· We want them NOW, but God has something in mind that can only come later.
· Giving thanks to God for who he is and what he has done is the best thing to do in the time between our desire and the fulfillment of the dream.  
HOUSE STORY

· I don’t mean to keep talking about this
· But it truly is a living testament to the goodness of God.
· But it took LOTS AND LOTS OF TIME to get there.
· Had to sell our dream home, all fixed up, nice yard, gave away dog

· Stayed in tiny, two bedroom house

· 3 kids, small yard, no dog, no garage.

· COMPLIAIN.  All the things SHOULD have, negatives.
· Started to thank God for it.

· All of the wonderful things about it – close to lakewalk, sunny

· More together as a family.

· Seemed like when we did that.

· Thankful for what we DID HAVE
· God opened the door to bless us with more!

PSALM 119 SAYS, ABOUT GOD:

· You are good, and you do only good.
· As we believe that, and praise and thank him more and more and more,
· We discover that it’s true, even in hard times.
· In my better self, I thank God whether or not I fulfill my goals.

· Whether the church seems awesome or seems filled with problems,
· Whether my day is smooth or bumpy.
· And God promises to make my life into something awesome.
TODAY IS A SUPER-SPECIAL DAY HERE AT HILLSIDE CHURCH

· I am not exaggerating to say that we’ve never had a day like this

· Part of this season in our church is that we’ve been dreaming that God would help us to raise $20,000 in order to
· Update a few things that need replacement after ten years.
· OUR DREAM IS to make our church building as nice as possible for newer folks coming in (even though we rent this).
· Many of us have been praying about giving to this dream,
· And today’s the day where those of us who are going to do this actually give whatever we’re going to give, 
· And also give these pledge cards with whatever amounts we’re believing God will enable us to give over the next three weeks.
· Talked to some of you and really encouraged to hear what God has been speaking to you.

· Very generous amounts.

· And how HAPPY people are to listen to God with finances.

· Also to invest in this church that they LOVE.

· And none of us then could have predicted how amazing and encouraging these 10 years would be.
· All of the lives changed

· People set free from addictions, depression, fear, loneliness.

· Physical healing.

· Cancer, Hep C, tumors shrink , 
· Been a part of some amazing changes in local neighborhood
· Mayor Don Ness thanked us for our great work.

· SEE NOTE AT END

· Neighborhood police officer

· Activities to serve local neighborhood

· Friday Night Live – 90 kids each Friday night.

· Winter clothing giveaway

· Fall fest with 400 people each fall

· Block Party with over 600 people each summer

· Local Partnerships

· Union Gospel Mission

· American Indian Housing

· CHUM
· Life House
· People sent out all over the world.
· Norway, Sweden, Ireland, Mali (Africa), Nicaragua
· Called into vocations
· International Justice, Inner City Teacher
· Police Officers, Pastors, 
· Money given away?

· Global Projects

· Local Projects

· TODAY REMEMBERING ALL THAT GOD HAS DONE
· Sense of thanks and celebration out of this!
· And yet, extreme amount of anticipation for all that ahead.

· Our desire to see more people in our area connect to God.

· Potentially adding a 6pm service in the fall.

· Partnerships with Domestic Violence, Human Trafficking.

· Global – Africa, Planting church in Ireland.

· Two Harbors, Morgan Park
SO, AFTER SOME WORSHIP TOGETHER,

· RESPOND OUT OF THANKFUL HEART

· For being able to be part of 10 years here at HC

· For this community that God is building in heart of city

· For what God has done IN US through this church

· WE WANT OTHERS TO EXPERIENCE this 

· Invest in the future of HC // OTHERS to come!  
· We’re going to run this slide show that Holly put 
· It’s an awesome, fun look back at these past 10 years.
· There are lots of pictures of folks who were really important to us early on who’ve moved on,
· And who many of you don’t know,
· But I wanted you to see their faces.
· And I wanted us to have a moment to celebrate together what God’s been doing.
· Then we’ll take our regular offering and finish up with some worship.
PLEDGE CARDS


Write down how much you are giving today, right now in offering.


IF YOU DON’T HAVE IT ALL, give some now, finish in next four weeks



Some of you tax refund not back – want to give



Getting pay check in a week or so – want to give.


Give as much as you feel led today, out of THANKFUL heart
YOU KNOW,

· The more I think of it thanksgiving seems to be at the center of a fulfilled life.
STAND WITH ME.

[Prayer, worship, etc.]

[Take offerings, during the slide show.]
Holly,

I would love to join you in celebration - unfortunately, we will be out of town this weekend.

Please pass along my congratulations to the congregation.  More importantly, pass along my thanks for being such a positive influence on downtown and the hillside neighborhood.  The Hillside Church does an outstanding job of representing Christ's values and love for all.
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