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Luke 24.1-12 (NIV) :: 1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

 

Three elements of the resurrection of Jesus that help us in our search for meaning and hope.

 


The resurrection is    unexpected   .

Ecclesiastes 1.8-11 (NIV) :: 8All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.   9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.    11No one remembers the former generations, and even those yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow them. 

 

1 Corinthians 15.20-26 (NIV) :: 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

 



TIP :: Cultivate a    resurrection         imagination   .

 

 

The resurrection is    supernatural   .

 

 



TIP :: Try praying to    Jesus    for    miracles    in every day life. 

 

 

 

The resurrection is part of a    larger        story   .

 

 

 


TIP :: Let the God of resurrection reveal    your         place   in the larger story.

 

 

 

 

I want to credit my friend Jeff Heidkamp for some seminal thoughts contained in this message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought & discussion:

 Reread Luke 24.1-12. What do you notice?

 How do you feel about the dichotomy of the good and the bad that we see in life?

 How is the resurrection an unexpected event that transformed the whole of reality?

 Read 1 Corinthians 15.20-26.

    What does it say about the shift in reality as a result of Jesus?

 What does it look like to see life through the eyes of a “resurrection imagination”?

 How do you think the natural and supernatural worlds fit together?

 Have you ever seen a miracle?  Do you pray for miracles?

 How does the resurrection connect us to a larger story?

 How do you think you fit in the larger story?

 

