Resurrection and our search for meaning and hope

· INTRO??

· Always been a pretty serious person?

· Others joking around in grade school, 
· Assessing how to help others who felt left out, 
· Thinking about larger problem going on around me.  
· What does life mean?

· How can I live life with purpose?

· How can I make a difference in the world?

· Taking to someone this week, came to church

· What is life all about?  
· What is the meaning of all of this?

· One thing that I have found in faith, particularly faith in Jesus

· I can find actual meaning and hope for my life.

· Finding a sense of connection to a larger story and larger purpose

· is one of the most important parts of faith for me.  

· I think that all of us can related to this desire for meaning . . .
· Even if you are not like me, not so serious, 
· You’re not always thinking about meaning of life.

· We all want meaning

· We all want to find the storyline of our lives.

· We all want to connect to what life is all about

· Live with a sense of meaning.

· There is one central truth, one central story of the Bible 

· That I have found as the most helpful story 

· In terms of trying to experience a deep sense of meaning for our lives.

· The story of the resurrection of Jesus.

· And what the resurrection means in a larger sense.

· It’s one of the most helpful truths of the Bible to help us move in this direction.  

· Passage :: Luke 24:1-12
1On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.

· Going to read this text and then talk about 
· “Resurrection and our search for meaning and hope”

· Context

· This is right after Jesus has been killed by crucifixion.  
· Darkest moment of the Bible.

· All the evil and sin of the world placed on Jesus

· He experiences this tremendous moment of suffering.

· His followers devastated.
· He’s been buried in a tomb.

· Some followers going to tomb to bring spices, ceremonial visitation.
· READ THE STORY – It’s in you handout.

Three elements of the resurrection of Jesus that help us in our search for meaning and hope.
· Give you a few tips along the way.

· The resurrection is unexpected.
· Start off a little down, but pull us out before too depressing.

· Life is full of pain.  We are all going to die.

· This can cast a shadow over the rest of our lives.

· Think of this can cause certain amount of despair.

· The Bible recognizes that this is true .

· This dark reality of death in our lives, in the world around us.
· ECCLESIASTES 1:8-11

· All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing. What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.  Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”?  It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.  There is no remembrance of men of old, and even those who are yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow.
· Feels a bit dark, but it also feels a bit true.

· There is this cycle of good and bad in our lives.  
· We find the right partner, good marriage, bad days.

· Make friends, get deep, but can hurt us or move away.

· Is there any escape from it?

· For us to find meaning in life, on terms of Bible.

· This reality of resurrection is crucial.

· Understand that this resurrection was unexpected.

· It was not part of the normal course of life.

· The women did not go to tomb expecting to find Jesus alive.

· They were going there to burry him.  
· But, that’s not what they got when they arrived.

· Angelic men, shining clothes.  
· He is not dead, he is risen!
· Different reality where something that we expect to happen does not happen.  
· On terms of the Bible, especially for Paul

· The resurrection of Jesus was not a “one time event”

· It was not just that Jesus was this special guy, so he alone experienced it.

· But something more, Jesus’ resurrection points to all of us experiencing this.

· Experiencing a new kind of reality where resurrection is possible and can be real for us.

· Paul says in I Corinthians 15:20-26
· 20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
· This central idea is that Jesus is at work bringing unexpected resurrection, hope, life, power into the world.

· Little by little in the world now.  
· But then one day, he will come again and make all things new.

· TIP :: Cultivate a resurrection imagination.

· The NT is full of images of what this new creation, this resurrection look like, when it comes.  
· Where there is no death, crying or pain
· Where all things that broken or painful are brought to life again!  
· What this means is that . . 
· We can be encouraged to look at the world, even in the middle of darkness of every day life, see the glimmer of that resurrection power.

· IL – I have a friend

· Works in government

· Sees criminals not as inherently bad
· IL – This is one of things that we’ve tried to hold to as church

· It’s why we moved in to this neighborhood

· Because believed that God, in some small way, might allow us to help bring redemption in this part of the city.

· Prayed and dreamed together over Leap of Faith
· God, what are your dreams for next ten years.

· Felt him leading us to explore two areas.

· Human Trafficking

· Domestic Violence.
· Encourage you to cultivate a resurrection imagination.

· Where you look at the world through what is possible

· Because of Jesus’ resurrection 

· And God;s activity in the world.
· The resurrection is supernatural
· It’s key that, according to the Bible.

· The Bible teaches that Jesus was not resuscitated
· He was not a little sick and got better

· He did not just pass out, came to in the tomb.
· The Bible is clear that he was very dead.
· You may or may not believe it, that’s your business.

· He was buried

· They were bringing spices because he was going to smell bad.

· He was made alive, absolutely supernaturally.

· There is no scientific explanation as to how raised, 
· It was supernatural.

· God breaking in to the natural world with some power that beyond what we see and feel

· I want to suggest that that supernatural world

· That reality of something that’s just beyond that what our senses can touch, is crucial to find meaning and hope in God.  
· The natural world is beautiful 

· AP - We are in to outdoors, 
· paddling lakes, hunting fishing hiking

· The world is a beautiful place.
· Beyond that people are amazing.  
· Art is wonderful, science is great!  
· The natural world is limited in how much it can bring us

· Art, on one hand it is wonderful and beautiful

· But many times, best art is reflecting pain

· Science can do so many powerful and wonderful things

· Give us meds, cure cancer, connect us globally, 
· BUT also pollute the environment, create the atomic bomb, chemotherapy

· The natural world is good, but not good enough

· I think that in order to find the hope that God has for us.
· We have to see this supernatural world that breaks in

· That does something beyond what we can see, touch and hear in this natural realm

· When Jesus came, he came with a supernatural message.

· He announced, “I will make the world the way it was meant to be.”
· Many thought this would be a political venture 

· They thought new political and military strategy.

· Everyone thought that Jesus would be the one.

· Something beyond natural strategies, politics, military options was needed.  
· When Jesus wanted to show what he was about 

· He did not say, here are my politics

· Here is my military strategy,.  
· He said, “Let me SHOW you what I mean.”

· You who cannot walk, get up and walk

· You who is spiritually and emotionally oppressed, be set free

· You who are dead, live

· You who are blind, see

· That’s what I am about

· These were not magic tricks to prove that he was God.

· Not him trying to show that he was awesome!
· His purpose was to show us a picture of what he was doing, in a larger sense, in the world.

· Ultimately, the greatest picture of what Jesus was doing is when all of the evil, all of the sin, came to bear on him at the cross 

· It was as if the answer to the question of the universe was NO.

· That pain, disease, sadness, death WIN
· When God shows up, we kill him.

· And yet, God raises from the dead and promises to extend that to his people as well.  

· THIS IS WHAT HE DOES

· It’s supernatural

· It’s goodness beyond what we can imagine.
· It is living hope right in the middle of our darkest moments.  
· TIP :: Try praying to Jesus for miracles in every day life. 
· All through the history of the church and NT,

· People would do this.
· Pray for miracles, for this supernatural power to invade the physical world.  

· It can be challenging to continue to pray for miracles.

· Mostly because some of the stuff that we pray for will not happen.

· Some of the people that we pray for will not get better.

· This can be confusing and discouraging.

· Remember, Paul said “the last enemy to be defeated is death.”

· But death itself has not yet been defeated yet.
· Until Jesus comes again.
· We still see the mark of death and all death’s friends around us in every day life.

· AP - Tsunami in Japan, wars, sickness, suffering.  
· So, we live in this sort of “in between time”
· Called now and not yet of Kingdom

· Tension of evil that still exists. 
· Over the Leap of Faith, many powerful things.

· People getting jobs, received physical healing.

· Felt God heal their emotions.

· Brought families back together. 

· There are tastes of this new creation

· Tastes of this resurrection power

· Many times what we are praying for does not happened.

· End of last week Celebration- lots of good.

· “I just found out that I have cancer.”

· It can also be hard to pray for miracles
· Because, you can always disprove a story of supernatural healing.

· IL – My wife healed two years ago infertility.

· Could not have kids on our own.

· Sitting one night in living room

· Felt God’s presence powerfully.

· Prayed and felt something happen.

· SAY, it’s just a coincidence

· Just a fluke of sorts.

· IL  - Nicole healed from depression and anxiety.

· Friends and family testify to that

· But you could not believe her,

· And yet, I still think that it is worth praying to Jesus to see his supernatural reality that comes in to our lives

· What if it DOES WORK.  
· What if they do get healed, experience God?!

· I love to pray for people who sick or in desperate situation and need a miracle.

· Because I find that it is a powerful sign of the resurrection that infuses this world with hope

· In a world where it is so easy to get discouraged, to get down, overwhelmed by how hard life is, all bad going on

· We can experience a living hope.

· AP - You will have opportunity today to receive prayer

· Encourage you, if you feel that you need that

· Get it

· The resurrection is part of a larger story.

· All of us, given the realities of life, given the reality of death.

· We want to feel like e are living for something that is bigger than our self.

· For so many of us, to think that there is 80 years of life and then it is over.

· All the struggles and ups and downs and good and bad

· The hopes and fears all amount to nothing.

· That a terrifying thought.  
· All throughout history, human beings told stories, called myths. 
· And what those myths do is connect our lives here to some larger reality, some larger story that is playing out.

· For example
· Greek stories – your life is part of a larger story with all of these Gods and goddesses living in the mountains

· What they are doing affects you and what you do affects them

· Or before that Egyptians, hoping for an afterlife

· Pharaoh’s building these giant pyramids so that they could experience something beyond the life that they were living.

· But in the modern world, we have done something that good and bad

· Both bitter and sweet 

· We’ve proven that these stories are not true

· You can go to Mt Olympus, cannot find Greek God’s and goddesses

· You can go to pyramids and the pharaohs are still buried there

· On, one hand, that is good

· If stories are false, should not put our hope in them

· We should not be basing our lives
· OR our sense of larger story on something that not true

· And yet, I think that this is one of the central pains of modern society is that all of the myths have been proven false

· So, what are we living for?

· If all the myths are just stories, why are we alive?
· What the bigger picture?

· So, we tell stories today.  
· Great movies

· We tell Lord of the Rings

· We tell Star Wars

· Gladiator or Brave Heart

· Classic Novels

· Pride and Prejudice
· OR
· But, again, are they just false?

· Are they just stories??
· That feels painful

· That feels like life is shallow

· But, if the resurrection of Jesus is true

· If this unexpected intrusion of this supernatural God is really the first fruits of a resurrection and new creation

· In which there is something eternal

· In which the lives that we live now, do really matter

· This is something to rejoice in

· If the resurrection is true

· There is a larger story, and we are connected to it. 
· So, how do we respond?

· It is hard to respond to the news of the resurrection.
· When women went back and told others that Jesus raised.  
· Most of the disciples did not believe 

· They were bitter, hurt, grieved.

· They just could not believe it

· To this day, I have been following Jesus for 15 years

· But there are times when I feel that

· But, then you have Peter

· Who actually goes to the tomb

· To investigate for himself if this is true.
· He “wonders to himself what happened”

· He explored the mystery of the resurrection.  
· TIP :: Let the God of reveal your place in the larger story.

· How many of us today might be willing to put ourselves in Peter’s shoes

· Not to be hardened against resurrection or new creation

· Or miracles or the supernatural 

· OR on the other hand, not to think that we understand the resurrection and what comes next.  
· For those of you who grew up in church, this can

· Some fairytale we tell once a year, akin to Easter Bunny
· But to be with Peter and wonder what all this means.

· When we begin to wonder what all this means

· And begin to say, “Is there really resurrection, new creation?”
· I am curious

· I want to know.  
· Jesus come and meets us in that place.

· Right where we are at

· And takes us on a journey to understand what it all means

· And we find our place in his larger story, if we want.
· Next few weeks, further explore this.
· Continue to look at the larger story

· And find our place in that ongoing story of God  
· Invite you to join us as we explore this

· As it has powerful implications for our every day life.

· Please stand with me and let’s pray.  
· Response
I want to credit my friend, Jeff Heidkamp for some seminal thoughts contained in this message.  

· Questions for further thought & discussion:

· Reread Luke 24:1-12, what do you notice?

· How do you feel about the dichotomy of the good and the bad that we see in life?

· How is the resurrection an unexpected event that transformed the whole of reality?

· Read 1 Corinthians 15:20-26. 

·  What does it say about the shift in reality as a result of Jesus? 
· What does it look like to see life through the eyes of a “resurrection imagination”?

· How do you think the natural and supernatural worlds fit together?

· Have you ever seen a miracle?  Do you pray for miracles?

· How does the resurrection connect us to a larger story?

· How do you think you fit in the larger story?

· For the last two or three centuries the Western world has been nurtured on a belief in Progress. Despite all the evidence to the contrary, we have been taught to believe that the world is getting better and better. Industrial progress, technological innovation, and the many-sided wisdom of the Enlightenment, have produced and will produce a world in which old evils will be left behind. Try telling that to a Holocaust survivor, a Tutsi refugee, a Honduran peasant. Fortunately, their voices and others like them have now been heard . . . the arrogance of “modernist” optimism has been properly challenged by the movement known as “postmodernity”. But where does that leave hope?
· Hope has to do, not with steady progress, but with a belief that the world is God’s world and that God has continuing plans for it. The signs of this hope within the world at large are not the evidences of an evolution from lower to higher forms of life, or from one ethical or political system to another, but the signs built in to the created order itself: music, the birth of a baby, the appearance of spring flowers, grass growing through concrete, the irrepressibility of human love. Some parts of our world simply point beyond themselves, and say “Look! Despite all, there is hope.”
