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I Corinthians 12.1-21 (NLT) :: Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to misunderstand this. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge. The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have. 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. We have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.  If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. How strange a body would be if it had only one part!  Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.

 

 

God is gathering a    community    of people to    continue    his    work    in the world.

 

Matthew 28.18-20 (NLT) :: Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

 

Matthew 16.25 (NLT) :: “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.”

 

God invites each of us to discover our    unique        role    in his unfolding story.

 

Each of us has    unique        gifts    to contribute to this larger vision.

 

Each of us has a    specific        calling    that we were created to live out.

 

Jeremiah 1.4-8 (NIV) :: The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”  But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.

 

 

A few practical tips on how to continue pursuing this:

Further explore God’s larger story by digging into the    Bible   .   

 

 

Take time to    discover    your “spiritual gifts”.

 

 

Ask God to help you use your talents to    get        behind    what he is up to.

 

 

Ask God to speak to you about his    calling    on your life, what you are on this earth to    be    and    do   .

 

 

 

 

Questions for further thought & discussion:

 Have you ever wondered what life is really all about?

 What does God seem to be up to in Matthew 28.18-20?

 Reread 1 Corinthians 12.1-20

 How does God seem to be creating a community around that mission?

 How does Jesus words in Matthew 16.25 give us perspective on what is truly going to bring us joy and fulfillment in life?

 What does I Corinthians 12.1-20 say about everyone’s role in God’s larger story?

 What is the different between “spiritual gifts” (talents we possess) in verse 4 and “different kinds of service” (calling) in verse 5?

 Do you feel that you have a good idea as to what your “spiritual gifts” are?

 Do you feel that you have a pretty good ideas as to your overarching “calling”?  (What you are placed on earth to be and do?)

 

