I HAD A PRETTY INTERESTING EXPERIENCE MY FRESHMAN YEAR OF COLLEGE

· I was attending UMD, going for Spanish & Communication major.

· Which, initially, I was pretty passionate and sure about.

· Interesting thing is that it felt so empty.

· I had this deep sense that all I was doing was living for myself

· And that had this feeling of purposelessness.

· It was all based on a dream that I had created.

· To travel to foreign countries.

· To be a successful diplomat or international executive

· About this same time, I began to connect with God again.

· Grew up with great parents who introduced me to God.

· But had rejected much of this in 11th grade, 
· Decided to go my own way

· Freshman year, began to connect with group of students on campus

· Who were pretty cool people to hang out with.
· And who were also very deeply committed to experiencing Jesus and figuring out how to live his life.

· So, I was in a time of crisis of sorts

· My wrestling match came down to one central question

· What is life really all about?

· How do I fit in to that larger meaning?

· As I began opening my life up to God again, began chatting with God.

· Talking to God throughout my day

· Taking special time to go to beautiful places – 
· Lester Park, Brighton Beach – and just LISTEN.

· One day doing this and felt like God said:

· Why don’t you ask me to SHOW YOU what life is all about?

· Why do you let me TELL YOU your place in that larger story.

· Seemed obvious, and yet not so obvious to me.  
· And, So I did

· God, what are you up to in the world?

· What is my role in your unfolding story?

· I was completely surprised, but he began to speak VERY CLEARLY.
· Which completely changed the direction to my life.

· Filled my life with an incredible amount of purpose

· And brought me to where I am today.
· I think that all of us can relate to this on some level.

· Those same questions that plagued me in college in back of our minds.

· What is the larger meaning or storyline in life?

· How can we connect to that?

· Find our unique place in that unfolding story?

TODAY, CONTINUING A SERIES THAT I STARTED LAST WEEK, SPEAKS TO THIS
· Called “Finding Your Place In The Story”
· Really excited about this series.

· Because it has serious potential to give us more purpose and excitement for our lives than we have ever had.
· Explore this over the next few weeks together.

· GOAL : that each of us would recognize the larger storyline.

· Explore and discover the main context of life.

· And find our unique place in that story.

· One thing encouraging as part of this is “DISCOVER YOUR GIFTS”

· MEET WITH JAY TODAY for 20 minutes today after service
· $15 receive a book “Three colors of ministry”

· Help you discover your unique gifts that have to contribute

· Heard great response from people who have done this.

· How helpful it was to see what UNIQUE to them
I’D LIKE TO SHARE ONE SCRIPTURE THAT HELPED ME IN MY ENDEAVOR


To find out what life was all about – larger story line


Find my unique place in that unfolding story.

I Corinthians 12:1-21 (NLT)
· Read this text and talk a bit about . . . 
· Discovering the storyline of life and your role in it.

· Background.

· Paul, who started a bunch of churches and wrote much of the New Testament, as letters of instruction to these new churches

· Instructing them on a variety of topics they written him about.

· Don’t be spiritually prideful, but humble, like Jesus

· Don’t sue one another as Christians, gives bad name.

· How to have a great marriage

· How to have a great worship service together.

· Everyone using their unique gifts to contribute to the whole.

· READ TEXT
Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don’t want you to misunderstand this.  There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.  There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.  A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.  To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.   The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ.  We have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.  Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.  If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body.  And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body?  If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything?  But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it.  How strange a body would be if it had only one part!  Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.  The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.
· Offer a few thoughts on this passage

God is gathering a community of people to continue his work in the world.

· Paul likens the gathering of those who follow Jesus.

· Who trying to orient their lives connected deeply to God 

· and living out Jesus’ teachings.

· Like a body 

· Often times called the “Body of Christ”

· The community of followers of Jesus.

· Often, think of this Body of Christ or Community as Church
· Important to understand it is much bigger than the church.

· Every follower of Jesus

· Through the ages

· All around the world.

· From every denomination

· As local community at HC, we are connected to this 

· We are part of this Body of Christ.
· We part of this historic stream of followers.

· Great people throughout ages.

· Theresa of 

· Origen

· Desert Fathers.

· We are part of this global community of followers

· Consists of every nation, tribe, language
· All around the world.
· IL – Me, Central America, Africa, Europe, Mexico – we share Jesus.

· We are part of this community that encompass every denomination, every church in Duluth

· We all part of the same family

· IL – Me gathering with group of pastors

· Nuances of scriptural belief, mission

· SAME JESUS unites us!

· As think of this remember that much bigger than the church.

· Any person that orients their life around following Jesus

· We have opportunity to be part of this here at HC>

· What God is doing through this community, his body is continuing his mission in the world.
· Jesus was crucified, died a real death – Good Friday

· Was raised from the dead 

· Ascended into heaven – eternal space –

· Is now hanging out with God the Father

· Until the Final Day when come back to make world the way it was created to be.

· Those who lived connected to Jesus in this time

· Will spend eternity in this New Creation.

· Incredible.

· In the mean time, God’s desire is that every follower of Jesus will continue his work in the world today.
· Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)
· Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
· God gives his followers an incredible mission
· Now, you go and do what I have been doing in the world.

· You get to participate in what I have been up to.

· We as this Body of Christ – Community of Follower of Jesus

· Have been entrusted with this incredible mission! 
· We exist for a reason – to continue God’s work in earth today.

· To share God’s message in the world

· God created a world with purpose and connection.

· Things went awry in that world.

· Jesus came in order to deal with evil, sin, destruction in world

· To free us from our guilt and shame

· To give us the power to forgive one another

· To live in peace with one another.

· To piece the world back together.

· He offers to infuse the here and now with his resurrection

· Give us real hope, joy, peace, purpose HERE NOW

· AND Invite us to participate in what he is up to in the world

· To display Jesus and his power to the world.

· Heal those who are sick

· Freedom from spiritual and emotional oppression
· Speak truth to those who feel they are confused
· To serve the needs of the wider world.

· To dream with God as to how he wants to make this world a better place.

· PRAYER “Heaven come now!”

· What does this look like God?

· Leap of Faith: asking God

· Domestic Violence and human trafficking

· To work for Jesus values in the earth

· Working for peace,   Fight for justice,

· Work to bring racial reconciliation

· What’s incredible about this venture is, it seems that, this is where find life.
· One theme that Paul seems to be driving at in this PASSAGE.
· That we find our deepest identity

· Our purpose, our meaning WITHIN CONTEXT of this body

· Connecting to one another and living out this mission.

· Paul – a hand, if it is just a hand, is a weird thing on it’s own

· Makes much more sense when part of larger body

· Grab things, hold things, move things – for larger

· Ear – hear on it’s own, for what purpose?

· We find our deepest identity when we connected to one another

· When we are part of this living community of God

· And when we are living out, working for Jesus mission in world

· Which is exactly how I felt in college

· I had been living for myself.

· Trying to figure out dreams that make me happy

· Do what I wanted to do, serve my own needs.
· At the end of the day, that felt so empty

· So shallow, so fleeting.

· Matthew 16:25 (NLT)
· For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it

· We find true life when we connect to what God is up to in the world
· Namely, creating a community of his followers
· Who care for one another and

· Work together to continue Jesus’ work in the world today.

God invites each of us to discover our unique role in his unfolding story.

· Each of us have unique gifts and a specific calling to contribute to larger story

· When we understand the context of the storyline of our lives, 

· Paul talks about how each of us fits in to this larger story.
· V. 4 & 5 Different kinds of GIFTS, different kinds of SERVICE
· Each of us has unique gifts to contribute to this larger vision.
· Paul introduces the idea that each of us given unique gifts to contribute.
· Spiritual gifts, in that given by God’s Spirit to us.
· God has placed those gifts in us.
· Paul lists some of those here – not exhaustive

· Wise advice, great faith, gift of healing, perform miracles, prophecy, discernment, unknown languages, interpretation.
· Other places

· Serving, teaching, encouragement, giving generously, leadership, being kind, speaking, pastoring, 
· Realize that we don’t have to all look the same.

· One of the things that can rob joy of lives is comparison.

· I am not like them, so I am not valuable.

· Diversity and being unique is celebrated.

· Not cookie cutters, but individuals

· Different gifts – contribute to whole

· The community and the mission

· IL – At Hillside Church

· I speak, musicians, security, minister to kids, cook in Kitchen, set up chairs.

· Those who passionate about serving the poor, 

· As each of us asks the question, what I am here for?

· What do I have to contribute to the greater good?

· Part of the invitation is for us to DISCOVER GIFTS

· So that I know what to contribute

· What do I have to offer?

· MEET WITH JAY TODAY.
· Purpose:  1 Cor 12:7 “gift given so we can help each other.”

· Serve the community of the church

· And the wider world.

· People have found a tremendous amounts of joy and life in this.

· IL – We had incredible Easter last week

· Fed just over 500 people.

· Had over 420 attend our morning service

· INCREDIBLE

· What made it great was all people serving.

· Planning breakfast, organize, go to SAMS

· Wake up early, separate from family.

· Yet, heard them say “That was a great Easter”

· WHAT?  Sacrifice

· Tapped in to that

· When use gifts for community of church

· Serve wider world 

· Brings such life!

· “Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
· Each of us has a specific calling that we were created to live out.
· Every person is a main actor in God’s unfolding story.  
· Our specific ROLE in this larger story.  
· The different “acts of service” as Paul refers to them
· Different than gifts – gifts are talents possess to contribute.

· Calling answers the question, 
· What am I on this earth to do?

· Who am I created to be, at the core?
· God wants each of us to clearly know our call and live that out

· Here is what I have created you for and called you to do

· God wants each of us to know this, live this out!

· Jeremiah 1:4-8 (NIV)
· The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” “Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”  But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
· What is your calling?

· What has God placed you on this earth to accomplish?

· What is the larger vision that gets you up every morning?

· What keeps you dreaming at night?

· If there is nothing, believe God want to speak that to you

· As you chat with him, spend time with him.

· He WILL speak that to you

· Also, pray for that today.

· Note that calling and vocation are not necessarily the same.

· Some times get paid to live out your ultimate calling.

· You could be called to something that you don’t do on a daily basis. 
· What you do on a daily basis does not fully fulfill your calling.

· Still look to bring the values of Jesus in it.

· Still work with integrity, work hard, 

· Look for opportunities to serve those around.

· IL – Person who lived as a carpenter.

· Goal – to be the best carpenter possible.

· Work hard, work with integrity, 

· Calling – to serve inner-city youth.

· Gave Wednesday nights and Saturdays to hanging out with these kids.

· Used the bulk of his resources to help kids get ahead in life
· God wants to speak his call on our lives.

· .

Offer a few practical tips as to how you can continue to pursue this.

· Further explore God’s larger story by digging into the Bible.   

· Dig in to the Bible – WHERE  - What book?  Romans

· “Wow, this is what you are up to in the world!!!”

· Some of you really enjoyed studying through Mark for Leap of Faith

· Really found it encouraging and helpful. 
· Take time to discover your “spiritual gifts”.
· TODAY, next week, MEET WITH JAY.
· DETAILS of these meetings in WEEKLY 

· Ask God to help you use your talents to get behind what he is up to.

· Hit that incredible place of living for something larger than self.

· How to benefit the community of the church.

· How you can use them to serve the wider world.

· Administration – volunteer at a local non-profit
· Ask God to speak to you about his calling on your life, what you are on this earth to be and do.

· To speak to you about your calling.
· Spend some time chatting with God.  Asking him this.
· WHO you are and WHAT you created to be.
· Identity – this is unique to me.

· IL – for me, leading a spiritual community as pastor.

· Kyle & Keely – Work with kids with special needs all day in public schools

· Father, fatherless youth.

· Erin Aili – serving as an office administrator during the day.

· Figuring out how to help rescue victims of human trafficking.  

· Erin & JP Mally – Serve poor, malnourished, Mali Africa

CONCLUSION AND WRAP UP

· As I think back to my Freshman year of college

· I am so thankful that I was stopped in my tracks, so to speak/

· That I had an opportunity to reflect on 

· What life is all about

· And what I was supposed to do related to that.

· It literally changed the course of my life

· And brought me to the place I am at today.

· My hope for each of us today

· Is that we have opportunity to discover Gods larger story

· AND OUR PLACE IN THAT STORY

Instruction:   Invite musicians // End with few songs // time to reflect & respond.  

· Prayer Teams :: Up front // under the clock :: pray with you COME UP NOW
· We have Confession & Prayer request table that you can come up to during music,

· After a few songs, when you feel that God is done, feel free to slip out quietly.

· JAY will be in the back.  REMEMBER to give him your Connection Form.
Response


Show me your larger unfolding story


Unique gifts that you have given me.  Speak to me your call on my life.
Questions for further thought or discussion
· Have you ever wondered what life is really all about?

· What does God seem to be up to in Matthew 28:18-20?

· Reread 1 Corinthians 12:1-20

· How does God seem to be creating a community around that mission?

· How does Jesus words in Matthew 16:25 give us perspective on what is truly going to bring us joy and fulfillment in life?

· What does I Corinthians 12:1-20 say about everyone’s role in God’s larger story?

· What is the different between “spiritual gifts” (talents we possess) in verse 4 and “different kinds of service” (calling) in verse 5?

· Do you feel that you have a good idea as to what your “spiritual gifts” are?

· Do you feel that you have a pretty good ideas as to your overarching “calling”?  (What you are placed on earth to be and do)

